ERRATA in Vol. I. 


Page i. line 13. inftead of or, reado/i 
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444. — 9. after light, dele and. 

450. —19. after complexion, infert united. 
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him to look behind the fcene in 
public bulinefs, thefe volumes may 
not only ferve to gratify, in fome 
meafure, a general curiolity, but 
may alfo fuggeft fome ufeful hints 
to princes and ftatefmen. 
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Europe, asia, and Africa. 


LETTER I. 


-j Efqj London, 


Antwerp, 12th June, 1777, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

j\ /TY healthy which has conftantly been 
XVX impaired by the air of London, 
has as conflantly been reftored by that 
of Holland : an effedl, which I ihould 
hardly have attributed to the climate of 
that country, but rather to my voyage 
Vql.I. B thither. 
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thither, had not my experience been fo 
decifive. For, however Angular it may 
appear, the fevcrifh fymptoms, that ac¬ 
companied me from London, and difap- 
peared in Holland,..returned, in all their 
malignity, in proportion as I removed 
^from the moift and foggy atmofphere' 
of the United Provinces, and breathed the 
purer air of Brabant. I am now confined 
to this city by a date of health fo languid 
and precarious; that ‘ I know not when 
it may be practicable for me to purfue 
my journey-- Yet, in fuch a valetudinary- 
fituation, I feel fenfible fatisfaCHon, not 
only from the hofpitality and kind atten¬ 
tion of Governor Plunket and Mr. Hol¬ 
der, but, if pofiible, dill more 'from that 
entertainment and indrucdion with which 
their convention abounds. 

By this time, it is probable, you begin 
to condruCfc my filence into negledt, or per- , 
haps into a breach of pofitive engagement, 
iince I led you to expeCt an early and regular 
correfpondence. But the mention of a 
; few 
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few particulars will ferve, I hope, to 
clear me from all imputations of that 
nature. Give me leave then to obferve, 
that from Holland I had. nothing new 
or interefting to communicate to you, 
having formerly, both in letters and in 
converfation, exhaufted my remarks on 
that country. You will alfo obferve, that, 
it being my original intention either to. 
have returned to Britain, or to have pro 3 - 
ceeded to Paris, in the courie of a few 
weeks; a correfpohdence: in . thefe cir-. 
cumftances, became lefs incumbent, or 
rather altogether unneceflary.—And, not 
to trouble you with fuperfluous vindica¬ 
tion, my hours /of • leifure have 'indeed 
been fo .fully engaged in refearches in¬ 
to the trade of France, Holland, Den¬ 
mark, hind "Portugal: with the 'Eaft . In¬ 
dies, that my other ideas -were almoft 
completely abforbed' in' thofe important 
objedts of difcuffion. " 

But, having been detained here beyond 
my expedition, it is now full time to 
t B 2 . 1 difcharge , 
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difcharge the duty of friendfhip. And 
I gladly embrace, while yet in my power* 
an occalion of cultivating that pleafing 
intercourfe and exchange of fentiments 
we have fo often indulged* but which 
muft foon fuffer a long interruption by 
our refpedtive deftinations ,to different 
hemifpheres. My refidence here, though 
in other refpedts involuntary and reluc¬ 
tant, has indeed been attended with one 
advantage, which a traveller would be al- 
raoft tempted to celebrate. It has fur- 
niihed me. with an opportunity of en- 
quiring into the prefent ftate of this an- 
tient city, once the emporium of Europe*, 
and dill diftinguiihed by the wealth and 
wife ceconomy of its inhabitants. 

• It is known to all Europe* that the 
commerce mf Amfterdam was founded on. 
the ruin of that, of Antwerp. The po¬ 
licy of the Dutch operating on the ne-. 
ceffities of Auftria, and the unfufpicious 
candour of England, formed and confirm¬ 
ed thofe famous'treaties whereby the em-- 
pire 
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pire yielded up the port and trade of 
this city a facrifice to the mercantile 
views of Holland.—The Scbeld is navi¬ 
gable by Ihjps of the large# burthen up 
to Antwerp’: but two.forts, on opposite 
fides of that river, oppofe the paffage 
of veffels above a limited burthen, which 
is very fmall. A report, propagated by the 
cunning of the Dutch, that there are five 
large veffels funk in the Beheld between 
thefe forts, has ftrangeiy gained credit, 
not only in countries at a diftance from ' 
that river, but in Brabant itfelf, and even 
in Antwerp. Jt is amufing to refledl on 
the eafy credulity of the world. How much 
are mankind impofed on by vague reports, 
and the authority of univerfally-received 
opinions! I am well affured by perfons 
.of the fir# rank and chafa&er in this 
place, that in the Scheld there is not 
one veffel funk, nor any other obftruc- 
.tion than the’ treaties and forts I have 
already mentioned, to the paffage of a 
74 gun fbip up to the walls of Artt- 
. B 3 werp. 
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werp, where a fpacious arid fecure bafon 
is formed for the entertainment of any- 
number of fhips of any burthen.' : 

This city, which is in circuit about 
four Englifh miles, is fortified all round, 
except at the river.—In the north-weft 
quarter ftands the citadel. The out¬ 
works are very - ex ten five ; the walls in 
good condition^ but the ditches here and 
there .filling up. It would require a 
garrifon of at leaft fifteen thoufand risen 
to defend the works with effedt. The 
ftreets and. houfes, all of which are 
fpacious, are: maintained in good repair, 
and preferve their original cleanlinefs and 
neatnefs.' Of the old houfes, many are. 
fuperb,- and of the new, : many elegant;, 
nor do the churches and public build¬ 
ings difcover any marks ; of; decay by 
time, or of the decline of commerce.—•, 
The, magnificent houfe of the celebrated 
Rubens, which in front prefents. to your 
view ten ^windows on a floor, is ftilj 
■ •. . kept 
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kept in good order, having been fre¬ 
quently repaired, and, as I conceive, at 
the public expence. ' 

The exchange, which is the moll fpa- 
cious as well as the moft commodious 
in the world, and. a beautiful piece of 
Grecian architecture, is ftill. preferved in 
high order, although it is reported to by 
only about half a dozen bankers, and as 
many brokers. Of the canals that com-? 
municated with the river in the days of 
its magnificence and fplendoyr, fome are 
filled up, but they might be eafily open- 
ed. Antwerp contains about feventy thou- 
fand fouls, whereof about ten thoufand 
are on the poor’s ; lift. The police of 
the city, with- regard to ■ the poor, is as 
bad as it is fingular. There is ah am¬ 
ple fund for their maintenance, which 
is diflributed not among thofe perfons 
who are really indigent, but among the 
families of' fuch perfons as happened to 
be enrolled among the poof many gene¬ 
rations backward, when it firfi: became 
B 4 an 
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an objed of a generous police to pro¬ 
vide. for thofe . who were unable to pro¬ 
vide for themfelves.—In Antwerp there 
is little or no trade or manufadureS, 
The inhabitants are religious to excefsj 
for I avoid the odious and illiberal term 
JuprJlitious , which the different feds of 
Chriftians are fo apt to beftow on each 
other. They are remarkably gay in their 
drefs and equipage. The women, who 
are of a fmall ftature, are delicate, neat, 
and beautiful ; but, being almoft excluded 
from fociety, and taught only the in¬ 
ternal management of 1 their houfes and 
of their children, they are not fo focial 
as the ladies of France and England. 
They ,are generally of a pale complexion,' 
a citcumflance which is perhaps owing 
to their conftant confinement in their 
houfes : for they never walk abroad or 
take any exercife, except upon- Sunday 
evenings and public days, when they take 
the air in their carriages upon the grand 
ilreet (called the Rue la Mer) and,.covered 
canal, or in the environs of the city. 

With 
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Wi th regard to the wealth of Antwerp, 
It is computed to be fuperior to that of 
any city of Europe, of equalize and num-* 
hers. Their money is lent out on foreign 
fecurities, from two and an. half, to four 
and an half, and five per cent. Of late, 
they have veiled a great deal in the bank 
of Vienna. And it is a fad of; notoriety, 
that of the whole number of inhabitants, 
of Antwerp, not one family or perfon, 
Ipends the intereft of his money.' 

THE old mortgage,,which isfuppofed to, 
be ffcill owing to the Dutch, for money lent 
to the citizen s of An twerp, for thepui-pofe of 
defraying the expence of a grand reception 
which they gave to one of their princes, 
and which hung long, as a dead weight 
upon the trade of that city, will appear, ■ 
upon a! fair ftatement, to be nearly, if not 
wholly, difeharged. ' But dill the city 
owes r Jarge firms in its corporate capacity, 
although, like the Hollanders, individuals 
are at their eafe, and in great affluence., 
The 
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The public debt' is rendered ealy- by a low 
intereft, not exceeding two per cent. But 
it will never be reduced,, nor even' con¬ 
fined to its prefent amount, otherwife 
than by the revival of commerce, . ' 

This people look forward with wiili-r 
ful hopes towards the re-eftablifhment of 
commerce, and the fubverlion of that in¬ 
famous treaty, which robbed them o-f 
their natural rights.—I cannot fuppofc 
that this definable event is at any great 
diftance, It muft needs be a mortifying 
refle&ion' to the-firft . power in Europe, 
that its ports fibbuld be'lhut' up' by' a fo-' 
lethn treaty with one of the weafceft Rates 
in that quarter of the world, and many 
of its principal cities garrifoned by the 
troops' of. a moderate Republic. The death 
of the Emprefs will put the reins of juftice 
in the hands of. a prince of great talents 
^nd virtues, as well as of high ambition,, 
formed by nature, and called by Provi¬ 
dence, to render his dominions flouriihing, 
wd 
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and to make his people happy. He is 
now in the thirty-feventh year of his 
age ; for' his goodnefs and affability, ad¬ 
mired-by all his people, who are as anxi- 
oufly impatient as loyalty will allow them 
to be, for'the arrival of- the happy hour 
of offering their voluntary allegiance at 
his throne, 

Antwerp will 'enjoy advantages fape- 
fior to thofe of any other country. The 
Scheldt a noble river, and which commu¬ 
nicates with the Rhine, the Maefe, and 
the Lysj a quick paffage in to the Ger¬ 
man fea. and the Britifh channel j together 
with feveral excellent ports on the Adria¬ 
tic fea ; are fuch forcible inftruments in 
the hands of a powerful .and political 
prince, as will enable him to participate 
largely in the commerce of both the east 
and. the ..west,: and to carry it on with 
peculiar advantage.—It will be the inte- 
reft of England, as well as of France, to 
labour tQ divert the Emperor from fuch 
ideas; beeaufe the.Hollanders (on whofc 
ru.in 
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rain the commerce of Auftria muft rife) 
have been already at the fummit of their 
political grandeur, and are now begin- 
fling-to defeend by a flow but conftant 
motion, which will acquire additional 
velocity in its progrefs, and terminate only 
in the fall of the Republic. This event 
will happen when the Dutch Eaft-India 
mines are exhaufted, and the whole wealth 
of the United Provinces confined to a 
few individuals in the- trading cities of 
Holland and Zealand, The rivality and 
increase of the Dutch trade and power are 
not to be. dreaded they will- fall of them- 
felves: hut it may. become'.a fubjeft. of 
political enquiry, how far.it may be ju¬ 
dicious to manage the afpiring ambition, 
of a powerful nation, enjoying fuch ca¬ 
pital local advantages as may enable them 
to raife up again the fabric of their ruin¬ 
ed commerce, and even to become one 
of the firft maritime powers in Europe. 
Should the navigation of the Scheld be 
revived, and its natural prerogatives re¬ 
flated •, and fhpuld the Emperor avail 
.* himfelf 
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Eimfelf of all the advantages which en¬ 
courage ham to cultivate commence ; his 
dominions would be an ample field, to 
which thoufands from all nations would, 
migrate, with a certain profped of reap¬ 
ing a plentiful harveft* 

I neeS not defcribe Bruflels* Being a 
feat of government, and the refidence of a 
court, it naturally encourages luxury, and 
various kinds of vice.. The once-opulent 
cities of Ghent and Bruges a are melan¬ 
choly monuments of what they were. 
Oftend is well fituated for a fmall fea-' 
port, and a neat but not an extenfive line 
of commerce, as the harbour is not on¬ 
ly incapable of being enlarged for the 

a The inhabitants of theft forlorn cities lately clear ¬ 
ed and repaired the ■ ftieets, and decorated, by lime- 
water and paint, thofe places which, feme years ago, 
wore the melancholy appearance of defertion, for the 
reception of the Emperor. This contrivance was well 
tnough calculated to imprefs his Imperial Majelly’s mind 
with an idea of what thofe cities had been, and were 
{till capable of being; 

9 
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reception of flaps of burthen,‘but'is of 
difficult and dangerous egrefs, as well as 
ftccefs.—I fhall write to you foon from 
fome place in Flanders. 

I am, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER II. 


To R--W--> E% London* 

St. Omer, the 25th June, ijjj- . 

H AVING determined to try the ef¬ 
fects of the air of St. Omer, I came 
thither by water from BruiTels, through 
Ghent, Bruges, Oftend, Newport, and 
Dunkirk. The accommodations in the 
barks, on the canals of Auftrian Flanders, 
are infinitely fuperior to thofe of the 
Tracklkuits of Holland, being confider- 
ably. larger, with excellent apartments 
below for three feveral claffes of paffengers, 
and a {haded quarter-deck, with benches 
for them tq fit on, when they choofc to 
take the air. There, is a'good dinner pro¬ 
vided for each apartment} and the com-, 
pany may be accommodated with wines 
of different kinds, tea, coffee, and Fie- 
mifh beer. ' The price of travelling, as 
well as the fare, is remarkably cheap; and 
the 
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the beft apartments are always filled with 
good company.—At Dunkirk, I faw the 
infamous pirate Cunningham. He has 
had the audacity, at this place, to infult 
Lord Ferrets; whofe noble mind treated 
him with a proper contempt. That 
nobleman had, in the courfe of conver- 
fation, remarked, that there was a very 
material diftindtion between the cafe of a 
native of America in arms againfi: Britain, 
and that of a native of Britain in fimilar 
circumftances. Cunningham, who is an 
Irifhman, and who, of courfe, was alarm* 
ed at this dodtrine, vowed, in Lord Fer- 
rers’s prefence, that he would watch his 
movements j and that, if he could difcover 
fiis yacht, he would follow and fink her, 
with all on board* 

This incident,, with many others, 
bring my-native country full into my 
view, and awaken the liveliefh concern for 
her prefent critical fituation. The amor 
patrice is never.fo fenfibly felt as info- 
reign countries. It is faid, I think, by 
the 
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the Duke of Rochefoucault, that abfencb 
deftroys weak paflions, but encreafes 
ftrongj .as the wind extinguifhes a candle; 
but blows tip a fire. If this be a juft 
theory, I may take not a little credit to 
myfelf for riiy patriotifm; 

The war between Great Britain arid 
America is the general topic of converfation 
in all companies oil the continent. Fo¬ 
reigners feem as much ifiterefted in the iflue 
of that conteft, a;s the parties principally 
concerned. Nine perfons in ten over all 
Spain, France, Brabant, Holland, and Ger¬ 
many, avow their wiihes for fuccefs and in¬ 
dependency to the Britifh American colo¬ 
nies. The different governments of thefe 
kingdoms and ftates are reftrairied from 
avowing fentiments of the fame kind, only 
from motives of policy and temporary con¬ 
venience;—It might* indeed, be naturally 
imagined, that fuch European powers ag 
have colonies of their own, would enters 
tain apprehenfioris, that the. independence 
of the Englifli fettlements' might give 

Vol. I. C countenance 
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countenance and prote&ion to a general 
revolution over all America; and that the 
united influence and commerce of that 
hemifphere might exclude from Alia and 
Africa, the maritime nations that at pre- 
fent enjoy the trade of the world. But 
their idea is (if I may judge of the fenti- 
ments of courts from the univerfal voice 
of the people) that America will be able 
to refill the authority and arms of Britain 
until both parties are exhaufted; by which 
means Britain mull, of neceflity, yield 
up her pretenlions to fovereignty over 
her colonies ; foon become bankrupt ; 
and thus lofe her weight in the political 
fcale of Europe : as, on the other hand, 
they are perfuaded, that North America 
will be fo weakened as, inllead of annoy¬ 
ing the Spanilh, Portuguefe, Dutch, and 
French colonies in her neighbourhood, 
to become dependent on the Hates to which, 
thefe colonies belong. 

Tp imagine that Britain will relinquifh 
her dominion over her American colonies, 
as 
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as long as the nation is capable of railing 
fupplies, would be as abfurd as to fup- 
pofe the Americans capable of long refin¬ 
ance without foreign aid. But if this 
people fhould hold out even for the pre- 
fent campaign, that aid would undoubt¬ 
edly be afforded. Prejudices againft Great 
Britain, and prepofleflions in favour of 
America, will excite an enthufiafm in 
noble minds, and introduce a fpirit of 
chivalry, which will co-operate with the 
views and animate the exertions of policy 
in fupporting the efforts of the Britilh 
colonies. 

, But fhould the wealth of Great Bri¬ 
tain, notwithftanding the difficulties fhe 
will be forced to encounter, prevail in this 
arduous conteft; the forced fubmiffion of 
a numerous people, poffeffing fo fiourifh- 
ing and extenfive a territory, would prove 
but a temporary cefiation of hoftilities, 
ready to break out on the firfi: favourable 
occafion with redoubled fury, if their 
fidelity fhould not be conciliated by other 
C 2 means 
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means than thofe of fear : and, on the 
other hand, fhould the colonies, aided by 
foreign powers, after a long and bloody 
struggle, fhake off ? what, in the language 
of refentment and paffion, they call the 
yoke of Britain, they would, in all proba¬ 
bility, fall under the power of fome other 
nation or nations, whofe tyranny would 
convince them, when too late, how little 
reafon they had to wifh for a total fepara- 
tionfrom the mother-country. The wif- 
dom and genius both of Great Britain and 
America ought, therefore, to be employ¬ 
ed, not in forming plans of war, but in 
framing treaties of accommodation.—I 
fhall, for the prefent, fuppofe myfelf 
called to the moft important office with 
Which ever mortal was dignified, that 
of arbiter of the differences between Eng¬ 
land and her colonies. In this character, 
then, I propofe to the contending parties' 
the following terms of accommodation. 

i. To revife the ads of trade, on liberal, 
eonftitutional, and political principles. 

' ' " 2 , To 
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2. To confider Great Britain as the 
grand magazine of American produce, and 
her univerfal agent in Europe, Afia, an.d 
Africa, . 

3. To allow America to eftablifh manu¬ 
factures fuited to her various climates ; 
and the free exercife of trade within her 
own limits. 

4. To reftrain her navigation as hereto¬ 
fore, and to confine her importations to 
the manufactures of the Britilh domini¬ 
ons, and foreign goods direCtly from 
Britain, 

5. To comprehend, in the general re¬ 
gulations refpedting North America, the 
W.eft India, Bahama, and Bermuda iflands, 

6. To repeal all laws impofing taxes of 
any kind in America, or reftraining the 
internal trade of the colonies with each 
tfther. 


' G 3 


7. Tp 
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• 7. To conftitute in America a general 
government iimilar to that of Ireland 5 
referving to the refpedtive provinces and 
iflamds legiilative powers, in certain 
cafes, and under certain limitations. 

8. To efiablilh a Lord Lieutenant’s 
court, war-office, navy-office, boards of 
cuffcoms and excife, and other departments 
of Rate i together with general courts 
of law, chancery, admiralty, and exche¬ 
quer j all fubjedt to the revifion of the 
J 3 ritiflh government. 

9. To confer titles, honours, and'of¬ 
fices on native Americans, and others re- 
fiding in America, diftinguiffiing thofe 
perfons who have invariably 'preferved 
their loyalty to the king, and attachment 
to the parent Rate. 

10. That a general adl of indemnity 
be pafled, extending to all perfons will¬ 
ing to take the benefit thereof, on or 
before a certain fixed day* 


11. That 
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11. That every eftablifhment, civil 
and military, in America, fhall be fup- 
ported by taxes and duties impofed by 
her own parliament. 

12. That America fhall bear the 
charges incurred by Britain in the pre* 
jfent conteft, reckoning to a certain fixed 
day, as the date of the refolution of 
independence. 

13. That of every war in which 
Great Britain, may hereafter be engaged, 
America fhajl pay a proportional part of 
the expence. 

14. That a lord lieutenant fhall 
be frequently appointed, who fhall be 
a native of Britain, enjoying high 
titles and aij independent fortune in 
Britain. 

15. That native Americans fhall be 
competent to be appointed in all military 

C 4 places 
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placesand Nations, thofe only being except¬ 
ed, which muft be filled by general officers. 

16. That all regiments fhall be re¬ 
moved from one place to another by- 
rotation, as formerly ; and recruited with 
natives of Europe, when it is their turn 
to go to America but that all regiments 
on fervice in America fhall be completed 
by American recruits, efpecially before 
their embarkation for Europe. 

'17. That the Proteflant fliall be the 
eftabliflied religion; but that there fhall 
be an unlimited toleration of all religious 
fedts whatever. 

18. That fuch Britifh laws as con¬ 
cern the colonies, fhall be recognized and 
affirmed by a general adt of the firft par¬ 
liament to be held in America * from 
which period, the Britifh parliament fhall 
• ceafe to have power to create any new 
? aw t0 kind America j nor fhall Ame¬ 


rica 
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rica have power, without the previous 
confent of the Britiih parliament, to in¬ 
troduce any law that lhall abrogate, 
amend, or explain, any ad whatever, al¬ 
ready eftablifhed by the authority of the 
Britiih parliament, and recognifed by 
that of America. 

19. That the debts eontraded by the 
congrefs be 'made chargeable on the 
new government of America ; thofe per- 
fons and provinces being exempted from 
any part of this expense, who have con¬ 
tinued well affeded to the government of 
Britain. 

20. That the currency of gold and 
lilver lhall be reduced to the fame va¬ 
lue throughout the feveral provinces and 
iflands $ and that the exchange with 
Britain lhall vary from Britifh llerling 
only according to the eftimation of cre¬ 
dit, arid fuch circumftances as may oc- 
cafion a fluduation in the common occur- 
fences of trade. 


21, That 
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21. That to the titles of the king 
he added that of North America. — I 
hope it will not be thought an adt of 
treafon, with the moft fubmiffive loyalty, 
humbly to propofe, th # when North 
America fhall be added to the titles of 
the fovereign, the word France be omit¬ 
ted.—His majefty’s titles will then run 
thus, “ King of Great Britain, North 

America, and Ireland, &c,” 

I should now attempt to illuilrate 
the wifdom as well as juftice of thefe 
arrangements $ but I am afraid I have 
already exhaufted your patience. Give 
me leave only to obferve, that the efta- 
bliJhment of a parliament, a court, a 
navy, an army, titles, departments of 
ftate, and the other diftindtions fpecified, 
would have a natural tendency to intro¬ 
duce into America mutual jealoufies and 
luxury. The political confequences of 
thefe are obvious. They would contri¬ 
bute, more than any fcheme within the 
compafs of human policy, to keep the co¬ 
lonies 
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Jonies in a ftate of fubjedion to the mother- 
country \ 

I am, &c. 


6 The liibftance pf this letter was Ihewn, in Odbober 
1777, to a principal American agent in Paris, who laid, 
that the fyftem was top liberal to be adopted, by Great 
Britain. 


LETTER 
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LETTER III. 

ToR-W-, Efq; London. 

Paris, the 13th Nov. 1777. 

I Sincerely lament the reftraint which 
the prefent conjundure of the af¬ 
fairs of America and Europe impofes on 
our correfpondence. On the fubjed of 
politics, which I know to be the favou¬ 
rite theme of my friend, I muft write with 
caution and referve. The affairs of Ame¬ 
rica, I have good reafon to believe, are 
at prefent the grand objed of delibera¬ 
tion in fome of the leading cabinets of 
Europe, however they may endeavour to 
throw a veil over their proceedings by 
fpecious pretexts. I venture to write 
my fentiments, fqr the prefent, with 
fome degree of freedom, becaufe this let¬ 
ter will be fent by a private, fafe, and 
unfufpeded hand. 


The 
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"The hoftile fentiments of F——e to 
Great Britain, fhe will not, if I am not 
greatly deceived, much longer conceal. 
The antient rival of England has long 
been meditating the redudion of Britifh 
power. Her preparations are now in 
great forwardnefs. She will foon com¬ 
mence hoftilities againft the Englifh fet- 
tlements both in the eaft and weft: but 
the ftorm will fall firft upon the ''eaft ; 
for, in that part of the world, the wife 
policy of France expeAs the fureft fuccefs, 
—I hope the epithet I have beftowed on 
the policy of a neighbouring and power¬ 
ful kingdom, will not be offenfive to a 
mind fo candid and liberal as that of my 
friend. 

It is not magnanimity, but madnefs, 
td undervalue the capacity of an enemy. 
A juft eftimate alone, of the power you are 
called tooppofe, will enable you to oppofe 
it with fuccefs.—In truth, the admini- 
ftration of the kingdom to which I al¬ 
lude, make politics a fcience, in which 
every 
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every man muft be a proficient, who 
expeds to rife to preferment in the State. 
Here Statefmen ferve, as it were, a regular 
apprenticeship ; for not one man, of 
however high' birth or fortune, is prefer¬ 
red to an important political Station, 
without having previoully given proofs of 
ability to fill it with propriety, in fome 
fubordinate Station. The power of the 
cabinet of France, to call to public offices 
all the genius and capacity of the king¬ 
dom, is one advantage manifestly arifing 
from what is, in moft refpedts, a great 
evil; I'mean, an abfolute government; 
whereas in Britain — a country bleffed 
with a free constitution—powerful family- 
connexions ; great wealth, which creates 
dependents; and the capricious voice of 
the multitude, fometimes puSh forward 
the Stupid, the ignorant, the vain, into 
the higheSt offices. Hence the political 
exertions of France are constant and re¬ 
fined ; while thofe of England, though 
frequently powerful, are yet often deful- 
tpry, and made, as it were, at random.— 

3 ' But 
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But the great advantage that an abfo- 
lute has over a free government, lies in 
the fecrecy and expedition of all its ope¬ 
rations.—Cur fe on the Courier de I’Eu - 
rope. That paper has; done, does, and will 
continue to do more hurt to Britain, than 
a perfon refiding in London can conceive, 
perhaps more than than could be done by 
fifty thoufand troops.—It was the patriotic 
fpeeches in the Britifh parliament, circu¬ 
lated all over Europe, by the Courier de 
1 ’Europe, that invited and encouraged 
the enemies of Britain to join their aid 
to the American rebellion. The Duke 
of Richmond, the Earl of Shelburne, 
Mr. Fox, Col. . Barre, with other 
patriots, are conftantly expofing the 
weaknefs of the Britiih army and navy, 
and even reprefenting them as much weak¬ 
er than they in reality are. They give 
melancholy pictures of the decayed trade 
and agriculture of England ; aggravate 
the difcontents and divifions of its inha¬ 
bitants $ and, on the whole, give fuch a 
defcription 
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defcription of the fituation of their coun¬ 
try, as forebodes nothing lefs than na¬ 
tional mifery and ruin. What is this, 
but toffiollow in the ears of the enemies 
of Britain—Now is your time to effed our 
downfall ? 

■ As the French are led, by the declama¬ 
tions of Minority, to form erroneous opi¬ 
nions concerning the ftrength of Britain; fo 
theBritifh, without the excufe of afimilar 
caufe of deception, and merely from in¬ 
veterate antipathy and vulgar prejudice, 
entertain falfe notions of the difficulties 
they have to encounter in a conteft with 
France.— Among thefe difficulties, I 
reckon the virtues of the prefent French 
monarch : who is not that weak perfon he 
is generally reprefen ted to be but a judi¬ 
cious, humane, and juft prince, who is not 
attached to any objed that can withdraw his 
attention from the affairs of date fo mnch as 
for an hour. His views are invariably di¬ 
rected to the happinefsof his people? which 
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he is folicitous to promote by the moft 
effediual means, 1 however oppofite they 
may be, in fome inftances, to the pre¬ 
judices and maxims of the French na¬ 
tion. In‘the choice of his minifters, he 
is guided folely by a regard to their 
capacity, knowledge, and probity ; regard* 
lefs of rank, family, intereft, or religion. 
He has removed from the police of Paris, 
into the marine department, the ableft 
minifter and moft aftive genidsof Europe, I 
mean M. de Sartine j from whofe abilities, 
information, and perseverance, our nation 
has every thing to fear; as his department 
extends not only to the eftabliffiment 
of a formidable marine, but alfo : to the 
colonies in the Eaft and Wed: Indies. 

Count de Maurepas, the chancellor 
or prime minifter, is rendered, too infirm 
by age to execute his high office with 
activity j but he does it with precision 
and integrity. He gave the ftrongeft 
proof of his patriotic virtue in recom¬ 
mending for hi? affiftaiit, as direcftor ge- 

Vul, I. D neral 
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iieral of the finances, a foreigner, a pro- 
teftant, and a merchant, in Mr. Neckar; 
all of which characters were inconfiftent 
with the eftabliihed maxims of the French 
government, and the ideas that were enter¬ 
tained that a prime minifter of France 
muft indifpenfably be a perfon of the 
higheft rank and family. The mind of 
Lewis the XVIth was congenial with that 
of his minifter. He burft the bands of 
bigotry and national pride, over-ruled the 
prejudices, and ftudied only the good of 
his people. What has not England to 
dread from the ambition of a rival na¬ 
tion, governed by fuch a king ?--From, 

a king, the tranfitipii is natural to the re- 
prefentative of a king: let me therefore 
now pafs on to the. Britifh Ambaftador 
at this court. He is not popular with 
the Englifh and French, becaufe he does 
not mifapply his time in entertainments 
and diflipation; and Teems not to confi- 
der it as any eflential part of the duty 
of an ambaftador, to diftinguifh himfelf 
by a fplendor of equipage. The Ameri¬ 


cans 
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cans fpeak of him with a fournefs which 
fhews how much they dread his talents 
and virtues*. The views and arts of the 
Americans have been counteraded at the 
court bf Verfailles by the penetration and 

* This was confpicuous on a particular occafioir, 
wherein Dr. Franklin and his adherents {hewed their 
difappointment, by the eagernefs with which they 1 
publiftied the eorrefpondende between Lord Stormont 
and him in 1777, concerning prifoners. Had the 
Britijh amhaffador condefcended to correfpond, in that 
capacity , with the Americdn agent, the court of Ver¬ 
failles woulct have {hewn equal eagernefs in recog¬ 
nizing the agent in his public character, and have left 
the court of Britain without any caufe of complaint, 
bven if the king of France had acknowledged the in¬ 
dependency of America ;■ the Englifh ambaffado'f 
having tacitly acknowledged Dr.. Franklin as the 
agent of America, as an independent date :—and by 
the fame arguments, the partizans of America would 
have had a new and rnOft powerful ground for cen* 
furing both the adminiftration of Britaif), and the 
eondudt of its ambaffador in France. 

VoL.I. I>2 


vigilancas 
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vigilance of Lord Stormont, with greater 
fuccefs than they could have been per? 
haps by any other nobleman in Britain. 
His manner and addrefs in the common 
intercourfes of life, are in the highefl 
degree polite and courtly : but his deport¬ 
ment, when he appears in his official 
character, is dwelled of all foftnefs, and 
marked by a rigid inflexibility, and even 
a cpmmanding fternnefs, wh|ch confounds 
the fubtle courtiers of this country, and 
renders all their attempts to amufe abor¬ 
tive. They fay here, that it is evi- 
my Lord Stormont was formed for 
public bufinefs at the courts of Germany, 
Unpopular as Lord Stormont generally 
is in this city, he is univerfally refpcdted 
on account of his political knowledge 
and his learning. It is a Angular fpedacle 
fl^old an ambaffador devoting his va¬ 
cant 
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-cant hours to the ftudy of. Roman and 
even Greek literature.—Lord Stormont 
is remarkably attentive to every matter 
which concerns individuals of his nation : 
lb that in all refpefts he difcharges the 
duties of his office ; from which, in all 
probability, he will foon be releafed. 
He has the foie merit of warding off 
the combination of France with America 
fo long, and of courfe, the influence which 
fuch a combination would naturally have 
on Spain, ^nd perhaps other powers. 

The city of Paris, and the cuftoms 
and manners of the French nation, have 
been defcribed by thousands of writers, 
and (till continue to be the fubjeCt of 
endlefs fcribbling. It would therefore be, 
doubtlefs, a work of fupererogation to 
lead ypu ov.er fo familiar ground. Yet 
as- the numberle.fs accounts which are 
given of Paris and its inhabitants, are 
in fome in (lances contradictory to each 
Other, you may be at a lofs to determine 
3 to 
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to which you ought to give credit. I 
have rode round the city of Paris on 
purpofe to compare its extent with .that 
of London ; and I think it covers a 
Ipace, not exceeding two third parts, of 
that which is occupied by the Britiflh 
metropolis. But the height of the houfes, 
and the number of families, of the mid¬ 
dling and inferior clafles, which feverally 
inhabit each floor; and above all, the 
multitudes that are crowded together in 
the 4th, 5th, and 6th ftories, do certainly 
prove beyond a contradiction, that the city 
of Paris contains a much larger number 
of people than London, where. whole 
houfes, on an average, are occupied by 
five or fix perfons. Here we ought alfo 
to obferve, that in London .many thou- 
fands of houfes are untenanted, a thing 
which is feldoni found in Paris. Houfe- 
rent, all over France, and the common 
neceflaries of life, are amazingly cheap; 
the poverty of the lower people makes 
them oeconomifts; the habit of oeconomy 
produces 
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produces contentment, and contentment 
is happinefs, 

I* KN-ci.w not whether it has been ge¬ 
nerally remarked - bytravellers, that in 
France perfons of, the firft condition, 
pOfieffing titles, high honorary orders, 
and offices, are not afhamed to obferve 
a parfimony, which ■ an Englifh gentle¬ 
man of very humble fortune, would very 
abfurdly bluffi to imitate. Paris is a place 
where a man of faihion may, with credit 
and comfort, live juft in proportion to 
his income. You may live in the po- 
liteft circles with a fortune of only 200 
louis d’ors a year. I have often dined in 
a boufe called a Rejlaurateur , where I 
have ch'ofen two or three favourite arti¬ 
cles, hut of a lift -half a yard in length, 
arid had my choice of a dozen different 
wines. My whole repaft coft only 
about eighteen pence: at the fame time 
I have feen perforis of high rank, and 
dreffed for court, dine for little more than 
the half of my extravagance. Your table, 

. D 4 napkins. 
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$npkwA plates, an.d covers, aje clean .apd 
neat: you are not difturbed either with 
noife or impertinence, but on the contrary, 
attended to by thofe who fit near you, with 
* fiivility and with refpect. From the Rejiaii- 
irateur, I will juft Hep in, for .a little,, to 
fhs oofTeerho.ufe. Jt ig eafy to perceive 
Frpnj the ponverfation of the French, 
that they are pot difpofed to forget 
their difcomfiture in the lad war, nor 
:the capture pf their .{hips by the En- 
gli£h before any declaration of hodili- 
ties. The American yvai* Jg the grea.t 
topic of difcourfe. Certainly, the coun- 
lonapce that is ..adordpd jp -France .tp the 
American caufe, tends to diipinifh that 
jeverence.for crowned heads, that vene- 
fatiori for th? .grand pionarqtte, which 
Forms a .very' e.ffeptid principle in the 
'French conditution, The caufe of mar 
tional ,aud political, .liberty ig now a$ 
Freely difcuffed ip all co£ee-houfes and 
Societies .ip Paris, as it is in the Bri, 
#ilh fenate, or at any .coffee-hopfe oj mi r 
mority-affociatiop ip England. The French 
. -government 
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.government connives at this freedom, 
without recollecting the well-known pro¬ 
verbial faying, Mutato nomine de ie fa- 
hula ngrrafur. The word of the day is 
Jdfelenda eft Carthago, 

' Thus much for politics.-—You will 
no doubt expect that I £hould explain 
the reafon why I am nqwat Paris, in¬ 
stead of failing down the Red-fea, or 
..thence .to the coaft of India. The fadt 
is, that when I came to this city, I found 
that j;he paflage. by the Arabian gulf was 
not to be thought of, on account of the 
oppofing monfoon, until the .enfuing fea- 
fon. I was at the fame time confidently 
allured, that a ihip would fail from L’Ori¬ 
ent in the month of September, by tak¬ 
ing a palfage- in which, I might gain five 
pionths. befides other advantages which 
might affifi: my inveftigations, the object 
of which I have already hinted to you 
in a former letter. But I was amufed by 
fhe amateurs , or Jhifs-huJbands, from time 
to 
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to time, and it was but a Few days ago 
'that I got matters finally fettled with 
them. I fhall leave Paris the day after 
to-morrow. The true caufe of delaying 
the Eaft India fir ip s of this kingdom be¬ 
yond the time firft fixed for their failing, 
is the uncertainty of peace or war, and 
the expedition fitting out for India from 
Breft, confifting of feven fail of the line 
and 4000 regular troops, under the com¬ 
mand of Count D’Eftaign. My mind 
is filled with melancholy prefages con¬ 
cerning the objedt of this armament: I 
am alarmed on my own account as well 
'as on that of my country. 


letter 
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LETTER IV. 
Mr. P-——, in L’Orient. 


Herinebon,. January i, 177S. 

I HAVE received the favour of your 
letter, and I thank you for having 
taken the trouble to give orders about 
my trunk. This will be delivered to you 
by my fervant, who will bring hither 
fuch letters as may have come to your 
hands this morning. I have punctually 
obeyed your laft injunction, but my fer¬ 
vant has forgot to bring the mineral 
water. 

You, Sir, are one of the few perfons 
from whom I have received civilities 
lince I came to L'Orient ; and you may 
believe that I feel your goodnefs the 
more fenfibly on that account. I have 
lately got a hint, which I confefs did 
not' 
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not wholly furprize me ■, I was prepared for 
it by unhandfome treatment on the very 
firft hour of my arrival in L’Orient.—A 
treatment to which I never in my life 
had been accuftomed, very naturally led 
me to fufped that fomething was going 
forward which could not well bear the 
light. My curiofity was excited by that 
iufpicious caution a,nd coolnefs, of whicjh 
I found myfelf the objed in the company 
of men whom I had never offended, and 
jto whom I could be obnoxioup only be¬ 
cause I was a Britifh fubjed.-—if do maft 
heartily defpife the idea of fufpiqio.n •, but 
J will never abandon ,that affedion and 
.loyalty w^ch I owe to my country and 
fnance* unlefs by pnavoidable circ.um- 
ftances I fhall become the adopted fu,br 
jed of a foreign date. 

This nation is yet .on terms of amity 
.With that to which I belong. While I 
.fojourn here, expending my fortune, J 
am entitled to common civility: but 
if, inftead of the well-known polite- 
3 nefs 
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nefs of France, I meet with nothing but 
indignities and outrage, I am not to learn 
that the wife policy of civilized nations 
has provided an eftablifhment, whofe fa- 
cred fundtionis to procure for their fub- 
jedts reliding iri foreign nations, redrefs of 
pad: grievances, and fecurity againft fu¬ 
ture. To this eftablifhment I confefs I 
have been, while in I/Orient for the 
hrft time in my life, obliged' to refort j 
and this I did, not clandeftinely, but ’ 
in the face of the world.—Jf in the courfe 
of a rieceffary narrative I have touched 
upon any matter that may have given 
offence, that matter was not of my own 
ieekingi it was not the conference of a 
prying curiofityj it was obtruded upon 
me in a very unhandfo'me and difagree- 
able manner. As to opinions delivered 
in the freedom of converfation and focial 
iiitercourfe j for thefe I hope I need not 
make any apology. Here I plead the 
common practice of the country, and 
efpecially the practice of L’Orient; where 
furmifes fuited to the wifhes of its in¬ 
habitants. 
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habitants, are induftrioufly propagated as 
fads; and where a manifeft partiality 
Iports with unbounded freedom, not only 
with truth, but with inftitutions univer¬ 
sally deemed eflential to the profperity of 
political, and infeparable from the ex- 
iftence of commercial focieties.—If the 
letters of individuals (under the folemn 
Seal which all Rates have fandified) are 
not facred in public offices, the in- 
terefts of commerce are injured, and na¬ 
tional faith ffiaken, if not deftroyed: If 
any unjufiifiable freedom has been taken 
with my private correfpondence, I Shall 
reprefent it in an open letter to the repre¬ 
sentative of the Sovereign of my nation. 
Guilty minds alone are fearful. Even 
without the protedion of the Britiffi am- 
baflador, I ffiould not apprehend any in- 
juftice in France. I would confidently 
look for juftice, and eafily obtain it. 
The police of this nation is excellent, 
and is impartially exercifed in favour of 
all who know how to avail themfelves 
of it, whatever be ' their country, or their 
rank 
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rank in life, Neverthelefs, I can clearly 
perceive that individuals in this pro¬ 
vince are guilty of manifold ads of in- 
juftice to my country. Thefe men are, 
in my humble opinion, enemies to the 
profperity of France, England, and Arne-, 
rica, as well as to the general tranquillity, 
of Europe. From the origin of the 
prefent unhappy conteft, I eafily forefaw 
the evils which were likely to arife 
from wrong information and political 
fadion, I wifhed for an honourable, libe¬ 
ral, and conftitutional accommodation be¬ 
tween the branches of the fame trunk, the 
fubjeds of the fame crown, poffeflmg the 
fame civil and religious principles,,, the 
mutual fupport of each other; but whofe 
public profperity and private happinefs, 
unfortunately for both, have excited the 
envy of other nations. My condud has 
uniformly been agreeable to thefe fen- 
timents; fentiments in a Britifh fubjed, 
which I am perfuaded would find appro¬ 
bation even . in the court of Verfailks. I 
hope, I am a good citizen of . the world j 
but 
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but at the fame time, I profefs what I 
feel, a moft cordial predilection for my 
native country. I have often. Sir, had 
occafion to admire your prudent caution 
with regard to public affairs:, for whe¬ 
ther in complaxfance to your gueft, or 
from whatever other ca'ufc, your referve 
ofi political fubjeCts in my company, has 
hitherto made it a queftion with me, to 
which fide your wifhes incline: neither 
have I ever endeavoured to difcover them. 
My fentiments I have never concealed, 
and I hope I need not be afhamed to avow 
them. It becomes a Britifh fubjeCt to 
- hold in abhbrrence the conduct of fuchi 
perfbns as clandeftinely fufnifh the means 
of protracting an unnatural and inhuman 
rebellion, which depopulates other coun¬ 
tries without enriching their own, and 
which may in its confequences be pro¬ 
ductive of - the moft ferious evils to all 
Europe. • 


> If your civilities to a ftranger are con-^ 
firued illiberally by contracted minds, I 
fhall 
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fhall deeply regret my want of refolution 
to refill the polite invitation of M. and 
Madame P- * - - of whofe goodnefs I fhalj 
retain a lively fenfe as long as I live. 

With thefe fentiments, Sir, J give you 
leave to exhibit them wherever and on 
Whatever occafion you may think proper. 

I have the honour, &c. 


£ 
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LETTER V. 
To R-W- ,-Efq. 


Nantz, 3d January, 177S. 

T HE prohibition is withdrawn, and 
private {hips are permitted to take 
out the ufual documents (what we call 
clearances) for India. I have fixed upon my 
cabin, and prepared the proper accommo¬ 
dations for tea. The {hip is ready, and wc 
are eager to embrace the firft fair wind to 
depart; yet, having previoufly confulted 
the armateur , I determined to hazard a 
journey to Rennes, which is the capital of 
Bretagne, in order to meet a gentleman 
from Bourdeaux, to whom I am to com¬ 
mit the cuftody of my laft letters to Great- 
Britain; and I have chofeh, at the expence 
of twenty miles extraordinary, to take this 
great commercial city in my way, 


In 
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In my excursions through various coun¬ 
tries, I have for the firft time been treated 
with incivility at VOrient , in the kingdom 
of France, where, of all parts of the world, 
incivility was lead to have been expected. 
But the airy genius of France, in the full 
career of polkenefs, is not inattentive to' 
the dictates of political wifdom; 

L’O'rient, Nantz, and Dunkirk, of all 
the ports of France, are the moft diftin- 
guifhed for an attachment to the Ameri¬ 
can caufe, and a zealous oppofition to that 
of Britain'. The people of the American 
frigates (the Raleigh and Alfred) , that 
failed lately from L’Orient, knew me, and 
could not be perfuaded that the place of 
my deftination was India. They gave fuch 
an account of me to' their agents, that I 
fo'on became an' objedt of fufpicion, and all' 
my J motions were watched with the ftridteft : 
vigilance. 

On the -i 5th of November I obtained ' 
His moft Chriftian MajeftyV mandamus, 

E 2 


coun- 
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counterfigned by his minifter of ftate the 
Count de Vergennes, for permiffion “ To 
• pdfs freely and •without moleflation to L’ Orient, 
in order that I might there embark for India’' 
After my arrival at L’Orient, M. L’Avayjfe , 
a merchant, for whom I had left a letter, call¬ 
ed upon me, and we walked together into 
the port. He aiked if I had been to wait on 
the principal officers ? I anfwered, that I 
had not; and at the fame time made an 
apology for this part of my conduit. M. 

L’A-e faid, we are now near the houfe 

of the Commiffary of marine, and it will 
be proper to call upon him. I replied, 
with all my heart, if the time be not un- 
feafonable. We entered, the Commiffary 
was invifible, and we left our names. Next 
morning, accompanied by M. A——-r—d, 
who was alfo a merchant of L’Orient, and 
a French gentleman, M. Boutet, captain 
of a ffiip, I waited a fecond time on the 
Commiffary, who receive^ us in his office. 
On my being prefented to him as an Eng- 
lifli gentleman going to India by the firff 
ffiip, he afked, with great ruderiefs, if that 


was 
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was the Englifliman that had walked into 
the port yefterday, and was fufpedted of not 
having had any introduction to any perfon 

in the place ? M. A-r—d then fet 

the Commiffary right, with regard to this 
matter, very diftindtly. The Commiffary 
next afked, if MoWRWfrh'a^a^permiffion to 
embark ? He was anfwered in the affirmative, 
and the King’s mandamus was laid before 
him, counterfigned by the Count de Ver- 
gennes. The manner in which the Com¬ 
miffary had received me, ceafed to amaze 
me, when I beheld the contempt with 
which he treated his royal matter's figna- 
ture. “ If Monfieur,” faid he, " has no 
other permiffion, I fhall not fuffer him 
to embark in any lhip from L’Orient.” 
We took leave of this menu ojjicter, and 
waited on M. de la Vigne, the commandant 
of the port, who received me with all the 
politeneft of a French gentleman. I alfo 
waited on M, ’Premicourt, commandant 
of the town, who received me with great 
politenefs. After all thefe ceremonies 
yrerd over, M. A——r—d, with his ufual 

■ E | good- 
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gooanefs, undertook to write to his bro¬ 
ther-in-law, Mr. Vincent, of Paris, to 
folicit a paffport for me from M. de Sartine. 
I judged it prudent to fecond'Mr. Vincent’s 
application, which I did by writing an 
exaft Rate of my cafe to the Lord Vifcount 
Stormont, Ml the Englifh am- 

baflador at the court of Verfailles. This 
Rep I thought abfolutely necefliiry : for I 
had been reprefented by the Americans, as 
a member of the legiilature of Grenada, 
as a principal officer of his Britannick 
Majefty’s cuftoms, and on the whole,, as 
aperfon who could not in truth be bound 
for India. In the mean time, Mr. Vin¬ 
cent’s application tp the juftice of M. de 
Sartine, was alone fufficient for my purpofe, 
I obtained, without difficulty, the deiired 
paflport. 

In my letter tp Lord Stormont, which 
wore the complexion of*a. complaint, I 
took pare, to intermix with the detail I 
gave his Lordfhip, but. in an indirea 
manner, federal/particulars wliich'it w£§ 

■■ of 
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of more importance to my nation that 
his Lordfhip ffiould know, than the diffi¬ 
culties I Had to encounter before I ifhould 
be permitted to embark at L’Orient. I 
gave his Lordffiip an idea of-the under¬ 
hand work, that was going forward in that 
port, and an accoufttdf the-Tnilitary flores 
that were put on board of ffiips bound 
for America. Whether thefe hints were 
thought fufficient grounds for any enquiry 
on the part of Lord Stormont, or whether 
that vigilant and able minifter had not 
been apprized of the drcumfta'nces I 
thought it my duty to communicate be¬ 
fore I took the liberty of writing to him, 
I do not know: but this I know, that 
from the moment the Commiltary of 
marine was informed, that 1 had wrote 
to the Britifh ambaffador, he became more 
particular than ever'in his enquiries con¬ 
cerning me, my deftination, connexions, 
&c. infomuch,' that fome of my friends at 
L’Orient began to be uneafy about my 
fafety. I was at that time at Hennebon, 
fop the fake of air and health ; and being 
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apprehenfive that the jealoufy and refent- 
men t of the Comrniffary might attempt fome 
mifchief againil the gentleman with whom 
I lived, I judged it proper to communicate 
to him what I had heard, of the fufpicions 
that were entertained of me; and at the fame 
time, by a declaration of his innocence, 
which was founded in the ftridefl truth, 
to vindicate his chara&er from any afper- 
fions that might be thrown upon it on 
jny account. A copy of this letter, which 
I here inclofe, will give you an idea of 
jny conduft on that occafion. You will 
think it, perhaps, rather bold; but in all 
probability it has been the means ©f pre¬ 
ferring me from 4 h&~greateft infults, the 
general confequences, in fituations fimilar 
to mine, of betraying any fymptoms of 
apprehenfion. Even now, I am not, after 
all that has paifed, certain that I (hall be 
permitted to purfue my voyage to India 
from this country. 1 found this doubt 
on the probability that the court of Ver-* 
failles will foon come to an open rupture 
With that of .London; and this probability- 
I infer 
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I infer from fads, from declarations, from 
general appearances, and from my inter- 
courfe with perfons of this nation, as well, 
as the agents of America. 

The Eaft-India expedition is fufpended 
only for a feafon. The force that was 
deftined to attack the Englifh fettlements 
in the Eaft, will he fent, in the firft place, 
to fupport the Americans. Eleven veffels 
are now loaded, and have probably failed 
from L’Orient and Nantz for Bofton, 
having on board heavy artillery, ammuni¬ 
tion, cloathing, fait, and provhions. The 
American fhips were conduded, with the 
greateft fecrefy, by a*P#ftich frigate, until 
they were clear of the bayofBifcay, 

The treaty on foot between Mr. Franks 
lin and the court of France, is for an 
alliance offenfive and defenfive. On the 
one hand it is propofed, that France fhall 
fupport the independence of North Ame¬ 
rica j and on the other, that America fhall' 
yield up to France the • exclufive trade of 
the 
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the-fois them provinces, the Carolinas, Vir-r 
ginia, and Maryland. I have learned ftill 
farther, by a frigate which arrived at 
L’Orient on the 17th of Jaft month from 
Pondicherry and L’lfle de France, -that a 
treaty has been concluded between a Mon- 
fleur St. Lubin on the part of France, and 
the celebrated Hyder Ally Cawn, the 
powerful and inveterate enemy of the Na¬ 
bob of Arcot gnd the Englifh, The ob- 
jed of this confederacy is the invafion of 
the Carnatic, the emancipation of the 
Rajah of Tanjore, and the re-eflabli£hment 
in Afia of the commence and influence of 
France. The Fmji^ mean to fend out 
this feafon only mem hundred recruits in 
private fhips, to parry befides coals, flores, 
and ammunition ; and all this is only pre¬ 
paratory to the grand operations of the, 
enfuing year, which will be conduded by 
General Bellecombe and the Count D’E- 
- ftaing. A very fine frigate, called La Sar- 
compliment to the minifter of the 
marine department, who is the foul of the 
cabinet,- and the grand'projector of all 
r ’ fchemes 
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fchemes in this nation, failed from Bour- 
deaux about: twelve or fifteen months ago, 
filled with great and fmall arms, ammu¬ 
nition, and other {lores, cloathing, and 
fome merchandize, under the direction of 
Monfieur de St. Lubin, who has been on 
the Malabar coaft, and fucceeded in the 
principal objedt of his million. 

As the port and town of L’Orient have 
an exclufive right to receive all: imports 
eallward pf the Cape of Good Hope, on 
condition of paying; five per cent, indult on 
jhe grofs fale (which is made in the King’s 
warehoufes) befides the ufual duties j fo 
they have not hitherto-participated in the 
trade of the Well. But as there is not any 
exprefs liipulation againfl the weftern im¬ 
ports, they are now endeavouring to engage 
the Americans tp trade chiefly with them j 
and their endeayours are jihely to prov? 
fuccefsful. 

The merchants of Nantz, (which en¬ 
joys a- cpjnmunication with the beautiful 
river 
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river Loire, which falls into the ocean 
near the bottom of the bay of Bifcay, and 
which is navigable, as well as many of its 
branches, even to the interior parts of the 
kingdom) behold the rivality of L’Orient 
with evident fymptoms of jealoufy and 
difcontent.—It is remarkable, that the city 
of Nantz has always been the moft forward 
in France, to enter into and fupport mea- 
fures hoflile to Britain. In. the year 1744, 
the merchants of Nantz were the engine 
which moved the deluded Pretender to 
urge his rafh claim to the throne of Great 
Britain j they furnifhed him with arms, 
ammunition, money, and fhipping for the 
purpofe of tranfpbrting him and his' ad¬ 
herents to Scotland; and entered into a 
woft enlarged plan, in order to favour his 
views. They have, in like manner, been 
uncommonly zealous and a&ive in fup- 
porting the p retentions of the Americans, 
and in fupplying all their wants. 

The city , of Nantz is large, healthy, 
populous, cpinmodiQus in the hjgheft de- 
gree 
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gree for commerce, asi^p have already 
obferved, and remarkably pleafant by 
means of the Loire.- Ships of any mer¬ 
cantile burthen, and in any numbers, can 
enter the river, and come up to the city. 
I conceive the navigation of the Loire to 
be perfectly fecure for about thirty miles $ 
nor is it defended, as far as I can learn, 
any more than the city of Nantz, by any 
regular fortifications. 

L’Orient is not only ftrongly defend¬ 
ed by the fprtrefs of port Lewis, at the 
entrance of the harbour, and by feveral 
batteries on the oppofite point,, hut alfo 
by others which protect the inner harbour; 
befides that the city itfelf is a regular for¬ 
tification. The houfes of L’Orient, its 
ftreets, and the appearance of its inhabi¬ 
tants, who, notwithftanding its fmall com- 
pafs, are faid to amount to zo,ooo fouls, 
exhibit a moft ftrikxng proof of the mighty 
advantages of commerce. Indeed, I have 
constantly been able to judge of the ex¬ 
cellence or defeds of any civil conftitution,' 
as 
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as well as ofS^hte virtue; or corruption of 
thofe ill powerj in any country, by the 
Jirffc appearance of the people, the Erects* 
and the houfes* 

This will in all probability, be the 
laft letter you will receive from me in 
Europe. As I am certain that your kindeft 
wifhes accompany me, fo you may be af- 
fured that my heart makes a fui table re¬ 
turn of the warmefl afFedion for you, and 
that I thall rejoice in every account that 
informs me of your happinefs. 

* Adieus, 


letter 
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L E T T E R VL 

The Right Honourable Lord N——h* 


At Sea, 12th May, 1778 ;■ 
by the way of St. Helena . 

MY LORD, 

V ARIOUS circumftances have con¬ 
curred to furnish me with means 
of information concerning the political in- 
terefts of Britain, as well as the views of 
other nations, her fecret enemies. I have 
the fatisfadion of being perfuaded, that 
laft winter, I communicated to the arn- 
balfador at Paris, fome hints which were 
of public importance. I alfo endeavoured,, 
through indired channels, to convey others 
to adminiftration at ; home. I was then 
Waiting for a paffage to India at L’Orient, 
where, as: well as at neighbouring ports, 
I difcovered tranfadions, inimical in the 
highefk degree to England, which I 
thought it my duty to lay before govern- 
’5 ment. 
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,ment. Among other things, I mentioned 
A piece of fecret intelligence., which was 
brought in December laft to L’Orient, 
from the Ifle of France, by a frigate of 
war, the Confolante. It was, that the 
Chevalier St. Lubin had concluded a treaty 
with Hyder Ally Cawn, to which the 
Rajah of Tanjore had acceded. The rea- 
fons which incline me to give credit to 
this report, will not, perhaps, be thought 
light or trifling by your Lordihip. 

I AM enabled, by chance, to explain to 
your Lordihip, the myflrerious chara&er 
and fituation of M. St.'Lubin * and for 
this I am indebted to a fellow-paflenger, 
who formerly held an oflice of truft in 
the civil fervice of the late Freiich Eaft- 
India Company, and fince, in that of the 
crown ) a man of chara&er, who has good 
frolpeds, and poflefles the befl: means of 
information. 

M. St. Lubin is a perfon without any 
vifible fortdne, who, by a long unfettled 
refidence 
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fefidence in India, has acquired an un¬ 
common knowledge of the cuftoms, man¬ 
ners, policy-, trade, languages, fixations* 
and difpofitions of the fe'veral powers of 
that country, both native and European. 
From the ftation of a private foldier in 
Mauritius, by genius, activity, addrefs, 
fluency of fpeech, and withal a confidera- 
ble, fhare of afiurance, he has rifen to his 
prefent eminence. He ingratiated him- 
felf very much with fome of the directors 
of the late Eaft India Company ; and fines 
the fufpenfion of their charter, he has ac¬ 
quired the favour and confidence of M. de 
Sartine in fo high a degree, that if his 
abilities had not been thought more ufe- 
fully employed in a walk of life not fo 
public, he would have been appointed to 
the government of Pondicherry: this 
would have afforded a furprifing fpe&acle 
to the, governor of the Ifle of France, who 
a few years ago treated M. St. Lubin in 
a very difgraceful manner, on fufpicion of 
his being too much in the confidence of 
the Englifh. He has lately been dignified 
Vor. I. F with 
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with a military order, and is now inverted 
with the foie direction of two large trading 
ihips on the coaft of Malabar, where his 
addrefs,. his knowledge, and his ready 
accefs to Hyder Ally and the Martitta 
tribes, are very likely to attain the objeffc 
of his employers, the re-eftablilhment of 
their trade, and the refumption of their 
charter. The political fyrtem relative to 
India, of the Duke of Choifeul, is appa¬ 
rently the prefent fyrtem of France, as well 
as of Britain : it is intended to referve the 
territorial property in the hands of the 
crown j at the fame time to give every 
pollible encouragement to the Company 
,as merchants, in a line fuited to their edu¬ 
cation, profeffion, and capacity. 

Monsieur deSartineis, doubtlefs, the 
mort fubtile, temporizing, and adtive po¬ 
litician in the French admiriiftration, and 
promifes to procure ftability in one de¬ 
partment of ftate or other. After the 
example of the Duke of Choifeul, he dis¬ 
covers-the firrt mercantile genmfes in the 
2 ' city 
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city of Paris, and avails himfelf of their 
ability arid experience. He is now con¬ 
certing with them meafures, as conducive 
to the interefts of his own nation \ as they 
are* -fubverfive of thofe of Britain. Your 
Lordlhip’s judgment, informed by an inter- 
courfe with perfons acquainted with the 
local and political circumfl:ances of Hindo- 
ftan, will direCt the meafures moft likely to 
counteract the machinations of M. de Sar- 
tine, and to fruftrate the views of a Bate 
extremely ambitious of the trade of India, 
and jealous of the influence which *Great 
Britain has •eftablifhed in that quarter of 
the world. But here your Lordlhip has 
many obftacles to encounter, in the un¬ 
abating refentment of Hyder Ally Cawn, 
who conceives the power of Britain to 
be the only obftrudtion in his career 
to abfolute dominion in the De.can j 
and the awakened ambition of a nomi¬ 
nal king 1 bearing royalty in fetters, and 
mortified by the humiliating condition to 

' ' Rajah of'Tanjone*:. 

F a 


Which 
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•which he is reduced, but who had hitherto 
wanted refolution to reject the unworthy 
terms on which he held his fovereignty, 
or fo much as to avow a wifli for his eman¬ 
cipation. 

Your Lordlhip will alfo be led to 
confider how far it is confiftent with 
found policy to Secure, without extending, 
the territorial acquisitions of Britain in 
Hindoftan f and how neceflary it is to 
counterbalance the influence of ambitious 
rivals, who will, no doubt, be induftrious 
to alienate the affedtions of the natives 
from the English, and to Shake their con¬ 
fidence in Britifli- faith. It will farther 
become an objedt of political considera¬ 
tion, whether it will be wifdom to com¬ 
mit the chief native power, into the hands 
of one mild, juft, and firm prince, in whofe 
friendship and gratitude you may fafely 
confide; or, by dividing the power of the 
Carnatic* among various petty pretenders 
to fovereignty, to render them all equally 

b This alludes only to the- Carnatic *^the kingdom of 
...Tanjore. A 

ambitious. 
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ambitious, jealous, and dependent j dupes 
to the artifices of divefs European agents,' 
who will flatter each of them with pro- 
mifes of protection and uncontrolled do¬ 
minion. 

This, my Lord, is a queftion, the fo- 
lution of which will diffufe its influence to 
the Ganges, Guzarat, and Malabar : and 
in order to folve it, it will be neceflary 
previoufly to make the following inquiries. 

1 ft. Have the nation and company, con- 
jundtly.or feparafely, experienced honour, 
fidelity, and friendlhip in any of the Afiatic 
princes ? 2d. Have they had caufe to 
fufpedt any prince in Afia of treachery ? 
3d. Have the Englilh nation and com¬ 
pany adhered inviolably to their engage¬ 
ments with Eaftern princes ? 4th. Have 
the Company, or their agents* committed 
actions which may have loofened the 
bands of friendlhip, deftroyed the confi¬ 
dence of the princes of the East, and 
withdrawn the afteftions of the people ? 
5th. Can any future aft of the Company 
F 3 regain 
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regain and fecure the confidence of Afiatic 
princes, and the affe&ions of their fub-, 
jedls ? 6th. Is the faith of government 
(confidered as diftindt from the company) 
yet entire in the Eaft ? yth. May not the 
interference of government, by a rigid 
adminiftration of juftice, reftore the in- 
fiuence of the Engliih name, and re-efta- 
bliih the Company in the confidence and 
efteem of the princes and people of Hindo- 
ftan ? 8th. Have not the Europeans greater 
reafon to expert the benefits of commerce, 
juftice, and prote&iop, from a juft, mild, 
and humane prince, than from an ufur- 
per, political, bold, and ambitious; but 
ignorant of the laws, and a ftranger to 
the fweets of commerce ?—for, let it be 
ferioufly confidered, that the whole govern¬ 
ment of the Decan mull fall into the 
hands of Hyder Ally Cawn, if it is wrelled 
pn the coaft of Coromandel from the 
legal fovereign of the Carnatic.-—9th. Are 
not the territorial revenues in India, to¬ 
gether with other manifold advantages re~ 
iulting therefrom to the Englifii nation, 
capable, 
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capable, under prudent management, of 
contributing largely to the extinction of 
the national debt?—-It would be fuf- 
flcient that it fhould reduce it to that 
quantum which, by dividing a reafon- 
able intereft, and fecuring public credit, 
would add ftrength to the nation, by at¬ 
taching rich individuals to government, 
and by inviting them to commit their 
fortunes into the public funds. 

The prefent, my Lord, is. a period big 
with important events in the two extremes 
of the globe. Hitherto the power of arms 
which acquired, hath alfo fecured Eu¬ 
ropean influence in Alia. But the natives 
being now inftructed in the ufe of arms and 
the art of war, a permanent influence among 
them is to be expected only, from a mild 
and wife fyftem of politics, founded like 
the original inftitutions of India, on virtue 
and juftice c . The tyrannical fyftem efta- 

c The Indians have now become lefs virtuous than 
they were formerly, front, their, intercourfe with Euro- 
yeans, who forced them to pra&ife the arts of deceit for 
their own prefervation. 

f 4 


bliflhed 
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blhhed in Alia by adventurers from that 
divifion of the world which is falfely con- 
fidered as being the fartheft advanced in 
refinement and humanity, muft be explo¬ 
ded j a fpirit of commercial liberty rauft 
fucceed, whofe mild and beneficial in¬ 
fluence will gradually banifli all ideas of 
defpotifm from European breafts, and dif- 
pel of courfe that melancholy diftruft and 
apprehenfion, which unfortunately have fo 
long hung over the minds of the gentle 
natives of the Eaft.—There is not in the 
world a people naturally more virtuous, 
more tradable and docile, or capable of 
arriving at greater perfe&ion in thofe arts 
which give elafticity to the fprings of com¬ 
merce, than thofe over whom the Engliih 
Eaft India Company have extended then- 
dominion in Afia. 

Pardon, my Lord, this digrefiion—this 
Letter will, in all probability, releafe your 
Lordftiip from the intrufions of a fpepu- 
lative correfpondent, whofe talents bear 
no proportion to his love of his country, 
but 
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but who neverthelefs wifhes to contribute 
his mite to its aggrandizement, by laying 
thefe ideas before the Britijh minifter, 

J h^ve the honour to be, &c, &c. 


LETTER- 
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LETTER, VII. 

To J.- T - , Efq 5 London. 

At Sea, May xj, 1778. 
lat, 27° S, long, 15“ W. from Paris. 

I f| AYE already taken an opportunity of 
fending you two letters by the Queen, 
bound for $i. Helena. A favourable wind 
has continued that drip in our company 
longer than we expedted, and has enabled 
me to add a third. On re-perufing the 
copy of a letter which I fent under your 
cover to Lord N—I have difcovered 
the omiffion of feveral material circum- 
ftances, tending to create ftrong fufpicions 
of the hoftile views of France in Afia, 
which, if they fhould prove fuccefsful, 
would be fatal to the Englifh Eaft India 
Company, detrimental to the Britifh na¬ 
tion, and ruinous to their firm and faith¬ 
ful friend and ally, the Nabob of the Car¬ 
natic. The Sartine of 800 tons, mount¬ 


ing 
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ing 30 guns, is more elegant, and has more 
accommodations than any fhip belonging 
tp France. In this veffel M. St. Lubin. 
frequently entertains Hyder Ally, the 
principal Maratta .chiefs, arid other Ma¬ 
labar princes, in ftate; exhibiting on thofe 
occafions, the feveral colours of the Ma¬ 
ratta and India nations, provided for this 
purpofe in the city of Bourdeaux. The 
Chevalier carried out fome merchandife 
with him, as well to ferve for a'blind, as 
to fupply immediate neceflaries. The 
bulk of his lading confifts in arms and 
ammunition of all kinds, proper both for 
fortifications and the field. He is fomuch 
in the good graces of Hyder, that the 
French flag is often difplayed by that 
prince over the walls qf Mangalore , his 
principal fortrefs. The mailers of the 
fhips under the direftion of St, Lubin, 
have orders to pay implicit obedience to 
all his commands. They are perfectly 
Unacquainted with his plans and pur¬ 
poses. In the meap time, they are im¬ 
patient 
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patient of their inactivity, which dilap- 
points their views of private trade. 

It is faid, that St. Lubin, on fomc 
public occafions, bears marks of high 
diftindtiori, even a red ribband.—I com¬ 
mit thefe additional fads to your difcre- 
tion, if they fhall appear as important to 
you as they do to me, you will commu¬ 
nicate them. 


I remain as ufual, &c. &,c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER VIII. 


To — 


At Sea, in the ihip Briffon, 3 June 1578. 

T HE laft letter which I had the 
honour to addrefs to my fair friend, 
was dated at Madeira, the 15th March, 
the day on which I re-embarked to pur- 
fue my voyage to India. In that letter, 
I gave you an account of the fevere '.ill- 
nefs under which I laboured, when in the 
Bay of Bifcay, for the fpace of nineteen 
days, without any very fenlible inter- 
miffion ; of the happy and rapid effefit 
of the air of Madeira on my health ; of 
that hofpitality, for which the Britiih 
merchants in that iiland are eminently 
diftinguiihed; of the kind and unremit¬ 
ted attention of captain Chezeaux of the 
' Brijfon; and of the goodnefs of my 
honed: 



'fi Travels k 

honeft fellow-paflenger, the reverend Mr, 
Y-e. 


Contrary Winds, continued calms, 
and crofs currents, have niade our palTage 
from the day of re-embarkatiori at Ma¬ 
deira to this moment, very long and tedious. 
We are now Handing for the Cape of Good 
Hope, which may be reckoned more than 
half, and lefs than two-thirds, of the out¬ 
ward paffagc to India: a computation which 
is reverfed in the homeward palTage, on 
account of that circuit which the tradc- 
' winds render as neceflary in the eaftern 
i as in the weftern Teas within the tropics. 
— 1 -As we are likely foon to have a week’s 
refrefhment among the Mynheers and 
Hottentots, 1 Ihall occafionally drink a 
glafs of pure ConJiantia to the health of 
my abfent friends. 

Our paflage has not hitherto produced 
any occurrences that could yield amufe- 
ment to my fair relation : if it had, I 
fiheuld have felt a very fenflble pleafure 
in 
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in reciting them. Our fliip is ealyj but 
rather a flow than a faft failor. Whether 
it be, that her dimenfions between decks 
have been fuited to the fize of the people 
of the country to which ihe belongs, 
or whether it be the effedt of a ridicu¬ 
lous parfimony, there is not in the' fhip 
a cabbin which is not too low for my 
moderate ftature by fome inches: fo that 
I cannot ftand or walk upright, am de¬ 
prived of ufeful exercife, and in eonftant 
danger of breaking my head or my neck. 
—In the midfl: of the. inconveniencies at¬ 
tending' this deprejfed ftate of exiftence,- 
I find fome alleviation of my fufferings, 
in the affiduous kindnefs of the captain, 
who labours incefiantly to make the 
paflage comfortable. He has, naturally, 
a good and 'feeling heaft, and I am per- 
fuaded, is a man of untainted probity 
and honour. His principal officers, fol¬ 
lowing thb example cf their Captain, ho¬ 
nour me with -marks of diffihguifhed re- 1 
fpti&'i for which civilities, 1 am ihdeb't- 
’ ed. 
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ed, no doubt, to the fhip’s owners and 

Armateurs, my friends Meflrs. A-d 

and V-1. All the officers on board 

appear to me to be good and fkilful Tea¬ 
men. Inftead of the fpacious apartment 
that was fitted up for me at L’Orient, I 
enjoy the council-chamber alone, where 
a very handfome and commodious cott 
is fufpended for me, in which I enjoy at 
night pure air j fo that I have occafion 
to ufe my original cabbin only for the 
purpofes of writing and dreffing. In 
fuch circumflances, I ought not to 
murmur at little fubjedts of difcontent > 
but on the contrary, chearfully to com¬ 
ply with the cuftoms and habits of fo 
kind a people.—But it muft be allowed, the 
provifidns, which are abundantly plen¬ 
tiful, are not of the beft quality ; the 
cookery too is very bad j but the bread, 
paftry, and vermicelli foup, are excellent. 
The poultry are fo old, that hungry 
bull-dogs would find it a labour to tear 
the fowls in pieces. The hams are rotten : 

10 the 
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'the falted beef old and hard, and every 
thing proper for human food, boiled to 
rags, and covered with naftinefs. What 
heterogeneous and naufeous compounds of 
pork, beef, geefe, ducks, fowls, tripe, 
fifli, bread, cabbage, onions, greafe, &c.! 
Thefe ingredients are boiled , up toge¬ 
ther into a mixture, to which they give 
the name of foupw Their ragouts and 
fauces are made up of oil, vinegar, and 
garlic. Sometimes a roafted duck or a 
lean mutton chop, refcued from a load 
of naufeous fauces, is prefented in com¬ 
pliment to me and Mr. Y—e. But omlets 
of not very frefh eggs., (for they have 
been on board now five months) have been 
my chief fubfiftence fince I left Madeira, 
The captain, Mr. Y—e, and I breakfafi: 
and fup apart in the round-houfe. We 
dine in the grande ehambre^ with the fix 
fenior officers, the furgeon, capuchin 
friar as chaplain, .two more paflengers, 
and the midfliipmen in rotation. I have 
not expended a. bottle of the fliip’s li- 
v Yoi..I. G quor 
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quor fince I came on board, having niy 
own claret, madeira, and old brandy, 
each of the belt quality.—To many 
things very difagreeable to me, the 
French are reconciled by habit: nor do I 
reproach that people with what cuftom has 
rendei-ed familiar to them, and even plea- 
fant; but were I to undertake another 
voyage from France, my prefent expe¬ 
rience would teach me how to make it 
very comfortable ; provided that I could 
find a fecond Captain de Chcfeaux , who, 
at the fame time that he treats every in¬ 
dividual committed to his charge as mafter 
of the Briffon, with the greateft huma¬ 
nity and tendernefs, is fcrupuloufly juft, 
and attentive to the interefts of his em¬ 
ployers, and the fuccefs of the voyage. 
Habit, which reconciles a French tafte 
to the moft naufeous viands, and which 
works fo many other miracles, has made 
the pen very familiar to my fingers, and 
rendered fcribbling the darling amufe- 
ment of my fedentary life. It yields that 
folitary 
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folitary kind of difiipatioh which is, at 
this time, the beft fuited both to my fitua- 
tion and difpofition ; and which, by con¬ 
tributing to difpel feme impending clouds 
of forrow, confoles' and brightens up the 
mind. I frequently make excurfions into 
the ample field of politicSi On this, 
fubjedt, I have taken the liberty to tranf- 
mit fome ideas to the ableft ftatefmen. ill 
Britain : the oftenfible minifier, but who, 
in too many inftances, does not direftj, 
but obey . 

I doubt not but our fhip’s company 
may, from my conftant reading and 
writing, like the people of L’Orient, 
think me a. perfon of great importance. 
They may filently conjecture what mat* 
ters are produced by all thefe writings. ■ 
But on all thefe fubjedts I am referred, 
not only with them, but even with my 

companion, Mr. Y*- f, who, by the 

way, will never disturb me by any im¬ 
pertinent enquiries, for he has not a 
G 2 grain 
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grain of political curiofity in his cofi-' 
ftitution. I now and then fay, that this 
is a fortunate difpofition ; it enables a 
man to kill time, and eafily reconciles 
him to confinement .—A propos , Captain 
de Chefeauxhas a fmall but well-chofen 
library.: ‘I.have read it all-over. Among, 
other; books, I found three quarto vo- 
lumes' of the marine ordinances of France, 
the works: of Abbe Raynal, Voltaire, 
.Roufleau, - Vertot, and Marmontel.' — 
Another thing comfortable in our little, 
fociety, is, ..that without violating official 
diftancei arid;, that referve. which is natu¬ 
rally impoffid by fuperiority of ftation, 
the officers are polite, eafy, and happily 
. united with one another in great inti¬ 
macy and friendffiip / ’into which the 
captain enters with a familiarity which 
conciliates their affedtion, without dimi- 
n idling their refpedh 

That- you may not have any excufe 
for writing ffiort letters, I fliall make 
little 
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little difficulty in demanding full an- 
fwers to, the queries which you will 
find fubjoined to this. The letters I 
wrote to you before my departure from 
Port Lewis, thofe from Madeira, and the 
length of the prefent, give mean undoubt¬ 
ed claim as a creditor, exclufively of the 
pretentions of affinity and friendffiip. I 
was juft going to conclude my letter j 
but I will ftrengthen my claim as a 
creditor, by making it yet a little longer. 
——Remember, my fair coufin, one of 
my laft injundions, not to become fu- 
perftitious or a nun. ■ I know your 
good fenfe, and that your mind is not 
one of the weakeft: but the air of a 
religious manfion is infedious,. and the 
zeal of devotees great, and fometimes 
Wonderfully fuccefsful. By way of il- 
luftrating the truth of this pofition, I 
will tell you the following ftory, with 
which, in reality, I lhall clofe this long 
epiftle. 


G 3 


When 
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When I was at the town of Aire, in 
Artois, one of the brothers of the Eng- 
li£h .Francifcan convent, an honeft jolly 
Yorklhireman, conduced me to the flop 
of a Monfieur Collins, to get my watch 
repaired. I found Mr. Collins a. native 
of London, above fourfcore years old, 
making a hard fluff, by mending watches, 
to fupport himfelf and a family, confifting 
of two ftrapping daughters. His light had 
greatly failed him, as well as all the other 
means of fubiiftence and comfort, except 
his memory, his induflry, and his reli¬ 
gion. As he was a converfi ble man, I 
found not a little entertainment in his 
company j and particularly, in his rela¬ 
tions of many curious anecdotes and va¬ 
rious events, which had occurred in the 
province of Artois in the courfe of above 
fifty years. At length he introduced his 
favourite topic, that of religion, which 
led him to relate the hiftory of his life, 
J 3 eing' by profeffion a clock and watch¬ 
maker, and defirous of improving him¬ 
felf 
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felf in the external branch of his art, he 
went over to Paris, where he refided for a 
conliderable time. On his return home, 
he became acquainted with fome of the 
Englifh Jefuits of St. Omer, who prevailed 
on him to fojourn amongft them for fome 
weeks ; in which time they converted him 
from the Proteftant to the Romifli faith. 
He thereupon refolved to bid adieu to 
his native country, took up his abode 
in that in which he was a ftranger, fwore 
fealty to France, and married. His wife 
is dead. By induftry in his profeffion, 
and by the fmall labours of his two 
daughters, he provides a fcanty fubfift* 
ence for his family j and in the midft of 
poverty, and under the preffure of years, 
fupports a chearfulnefs by the ftrength of 
religion. After attempting, in vain, to 
convert me to his rcligjion by words, 
the good old time-teller got up, and 
taking a fmall book from a fhelf over 
his head, defired me to read that. It 
was a fmall treatife on the difputes 
G 4 between 
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between Proteftants and Papifts, com- 
pofed in the Englifli tongue by the 
late body of Englifh Jefuits in St, 
Omer. 

Adieu, 


LETTER 
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L E TTER IX, 

jVfcflrs. A» - d * and Son, of LaRo- 

chelle } per the Count D’Artois. 

On board the BriiTon, approaching the 

coaft of Ceylon, 3 Auguft, 1778. 

I HAVE been fo often deceived-by judg¬ 
ing charitably of the adtions of man¬ 
kind, that I have almoft become a convert 
to that fyftem of moral philofophy which 
derives every thing that men do, or 
fay, or feel, from the principle of felf- 
love. I was happy, gentlemen, in ex- 
preffing to you, on all occafions, the fenfe 
I had of the kind treatment I received in 
my paflageon board your Chip the Briffonj 
you will not therefore readily imagine 
that I would alter my tone without reafqn. 
I fincerely lament that I have occafion tq 

# Mr. A——d is a fenfible and ferious man, and a 
Calvinift. . ' 

&Q 
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do fo. Concerned for the dignity of 
human nature, I deeply regret that it is 
impoflible to diftinguifh difingenuous pro- 
feffions from marks of real friendfhip. 

On the 5th of July, I had the morti¬ 
fication to difcover that the BriJJm was a 
prifon, and Captain de Chefeaux its vigi¬ 
lant keeper, I found, farther, that the 
chains of two Britifh fubjedts had been 
forged in L'Orient. It was not a jhipor, 
but the very favourable opinion I had 
conceived of this keeper, that prevented 
my feeling the fetters that were imper¬ 
ceptibly fitted to my legs and arms. I 
approve the political concealment of thofe 
illiberal Orders to detain me and my fel- 
low-paflenger in this prifon, at firft ; but 
after having lived in the greatefl friend¬ 
fhip and intimacy for five months, ftill to 
attempt to continue the delifiion, even 
when the Cape of Good-Hope , and Foul- 
Point in Madagafcar, could no longer be 
held out to deceive us, was not more un¬ 
generous than it was ridiculous. Would 
not 
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not the captain’s conduit have been more 

worthy of praife, if he had frankly ex- 
preffed a concern, that the inflrudions of. 
the Commiffary Gofiet, under the ^influ ence 
of two or three American £hip~|||pff and 
other agents at.L’Orient, had laid him 
under an , unpleafant injundion ? Then 
his prifoners would have treated Gonet. as 
a pitiful reptile, and thanked the captain, 
for his candour. But we Ihould have 
thought flill more highly of his amiable 
qualities, if he had buffered us to take 
exercife, air, and other refrefhments, at 
the. Cape, along with all his people, and his 
other paflengers, as he did at Madeira, There 
is furely a diferetionary power lodged with 
mailers of fhips, as to the proper and ne- 
ceffary places of refrelhment: the health, 
the lives of the paflengers and crews of 
Ihips, often depend on the will of the 
captain, who may either confine them on 
ihip-board, or fet them, for a time, on 
the falutary fhore. For my own part, I 
mull fay, the rigor of the mailer of the 
Brijfon, was to. me very unfeafonable : for 
J had been a valetudinarian-during the 

whole 
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whole voyage and lately felt fymptoms of 
the fea-fcurvy, which is curable only by 
land air, and land exercife. My com¬ 
panion, the Rev. Mr. Y--, and myfelf, 

behelWWH' the paffengers,- officers, and 
crew,"‘ people of all nations, complexions, 
fedts, and language’s, refreshing and amu- 
fing themfelves on the delicious Ifle of 
Bourbon, while we, like two criminals, 
were confined to the ihip ; which, by the 
way, rode at anchor at that very point of 
view, whence engineers could make their 
obfervations with the greateft advantage. 
But the truth is, there was not room for 
observations of any importance—a parcel 
of Scattered houfes, eredfced without form 
or regularity on banks of fand, without 
any fortifications, or troops to protedt 
them.—It was probably the weaknefs of 
St. Paul's *, that was the great objedl of 
concealment. 

During the time we continued in this 
Situation, which was feveri days, we were 

* The capitiuyf the Ilje of Bourbon. 

exhibited 
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exhibited as a fpedacle to numerous Vi* 
fitants from . fhore, as if we had been 
monfters confined in a or malefa&ors 
in a prifon: but it is juftice to fay, that 
thofe vifitants brought many refrefbftients, 
of which we were in , dreadful neceffity. ■ 

It was fome time before' I, founil out 
our : . fiats of captivity but "haVing dis¬ 
covered on.: dL'.g le fituation, I im- 
• medi.-tely determined to. bring M. de 
Chefeaux to ■; n ‘ebdaircLTementi -V As he 
came on board that evening with fome 
company, to fup and fleep, I afked him, 
at fupper, if the fhip was to fail to-mor¬ 
row, as I had heard £he was? Yes.—Do 
you go on fhore to-morrow ? '^Yes.— 
“Will you have the... goodnefs to order 
one of your boats to put me on fhore ?” 
After a wild flare,; which I returned— 
“ I cannot allow you to go on fhore, and 
I am furprifed that a gentleman of your 
good fenfe fhould alk that liberty.”—; 
“ For what, reafon am. I particularly re- . 
drained from--going on fhore,^ wb&fl : . afL 
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my fellow-paflengers, French, Italians, 
Jefuits, Indians, and even your bill of 
lading recruits, -•*kave had that indul¬ 
gence ?” “ Becaufe you are an Englilh- 
man .”—“ Is there a war between England 
and France ?” t( No.” “ Have I com¬ 
mitted any capital crime on board ?”— 
« No! Sir, no ! but I did endeavour to 
obtain leave for you, and faid that you 
was fick, but it was refufed.”—“ Then 
I know now that I am your prifoner, al¬ 
though you wanted candour to tell me fo 
before. I am refufed that privilege in a 
French colony, which would not have 
been denied to me in New Zealand or 
Patagonia.” From that moment my cap¬ 
tivity fat heavy on me, lengthening each 
day to the fpace of a month, and detach¬ 
ing me more and more from my captain, 
whom I thenceforth began to regard as 
my gaoler. 

But perhaps my refentment is without 
any juft foundation. M. de Chefeaux, 
perhaps, confulted my happinefs better by 
con- 
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concealing, than he would have done by. 
difcovering my unfortunate fituation.— 
Whether is it better that, forewarned of 
approaching ills, we fhould flretch all the 
nerves of fortitude, and fternly prepare 
to encounter them with firmnefs; or 
that, regardlefs of to-morrow, we fhould 
grafp at the- pleafures of' to-day ? This 
is the grand queftion that is agitated be¬ 
tween Jloic and epicurean philofophers. The 
fyflem of the former infpires a noble 
equanimity, but at the fame time mars 
the enjoyment of gay and focial pleafure: 
that of the latter, fleeps us for a moment 
in rivers of pleafure, but leaves us, dif- 
folved into weaknefs, a helplefs prey to 
adverfe fortune. Yet the conftitution of 
our nature feems to favour this laft fyflem j 
for we are not fo much difpofed to prepare 
for calamities, as to expedtfubjefts of joy. 

Hope fprings eternal in the human bread ; 

Man never is, but always to be bled. 

In favour of the fame fyflem it may farther 
be urged, that Providence covers futurity, 

5 and 
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and all its evils, with a thick and impene¬ 
trable veil, as if to prevent the profped 
of fucceeding forrows from fouring the 
enjoyment of prefent pleafure. 

Thus, gentlemen, you fee that I am a 
generous adverfary, having endeavoured in 
this manner to plead the caufe of M. de 
Chefeaux again# my own prefent feelings. 
The uncertain conclufions of vain pbilo - 
fophy , however, I fubmit to the correction 
of thofe fublimer dodtrines which are fo 
well underftood by Meflrs. A . ■ d. 

Whatever fentiments I may feel, for 
the prefent, towards M. de Chefeaux, I 
think it juftice to him to repeat, on this 
occafion, that I look upon him as a care¬ 
ful and vigilant mariner, cautious, perhaps 
even to timidity; from friendfhip as well 
as duty, anxious to promote the interefts 
of his employers; and that the lingular 
and conftant attention which he paid to 
me du&ng the paflage to Bourbon, fills 
9 . me 
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Me vdth regret, that I cannot in all re* 
fpedts think fo well of him as I did. 

I hope foon to write to you from Ma* 
dtas-, or from Pondicherry. 

I am* &c. &C4. 


Vol. 1 . 


H 
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LETTER ! 

To General Bellecombe, in Pondicherry . 

On board the Ship Briflbn, in the Road 

of Pondicherry, 7th Aug. 1778. 

Y OUR Excellency has been informed 
by Captain de Chefeaux, that we * 
are paffengers in his flhip bound for Pon¬ 
dicherry. But being, to our inexpreffible 
mortification, detained on £hip-board, as 
we had been on former occafions, by the 
feverity of our captain, we confoled. our- 
felves by a firm confidence in your Ex¬ 
cellency’s humanity and juftice. 

Our long confinement to a crowded 
quarter-deck, has rendered us ardently 
■ defirous of liberty. That firft of all bleflf- 
xngs, we expeded to have received front 

This letter was written in the name of the Revv Mr, 
V—c, and that of the author. 


your 
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your Excellency’s virtue yefterday. Be 
pleafed, Sir, to indulge us with the liberty 
of ftating thofe facred claims which enti¬ 
tle us to your Excellency’s protection. 

When we embarked at L’Orient on 
the 27th day of January laft, your fove- 
reign and ours were on terms of peace 
and friendthip. If the influence of policy 
or of ambition, controlling the difpofitions 
of two princes naturally juft, generous, 
and humane, has impelled them .to the 
commencement of mutual hoftilities; the 
faith of either fovereign pledged to the 
individual fubjeCts of the other, ought not 
to be .violated. . I had the permifiion. Sir, 
of the court of France, to make a contract 
vyith the armateurs, for a paflage to Pon¬ 
dicherry'; and a contract for that purpofe 
was accordingly made and ratified. Why 
fhould this contract, without any cafus 
foederis on my part, be broken ? Nay, 
why ihould the fanCtion of the Majefty 
of France, be irreverently accounted as 
nothing ? ;> 

Hz Wb 
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We have heard, with regret, various 
reports that hoftilities are already begun 
in Hindoftam We hope that thofe re¬ 
ports are premature. But be that as it 
may, we beg leave to obferve to your 
Excellency* that in the prefent fituation 
of affairs, we do not defire to enter Within 
the gates of Pondicherry. What we afie, 
is, that we may be furnifhed with your 
Excellency’s paffport to the extrefaity of 
the territories of that fettlementj with a 
fmall veffel to carry our baggage* and with 
palanquins and bearers to carry us to 
Madras, j 

We beg leave again to commit our- 
felves, in our prefent diftrefifng fituation^ 
to the protection of thofe virtues which 
have reeormfiended your Excellency, both 
as a foldier and as an adminififator of 
juftice, to the confidence of your fovereign,- 
and the affections of your fellow-fubjeCts, 

We have tbc honour to be, fee. 


P. S. W 
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P. S. It may not be improper to inform 
your Excellency, that Mr. Y—e is chap¬ 
lain to the* presidency of Calcutta } and 

Mr.-declares, upon his honour, that 

he holds no employment, civil or military, 
pnder the Englhh Eaft India Company. 
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h E TIER XI. 

To General Bellecombe. 

On board the Pintade Frigate, in the 
Road of Pondicherry, 9th Aug. 1778. 

U NWILLING as we are to withdraw, 
for a moment, your Excellency’s at¬ 
tention from the important objedts which 
now occupy your mind, an irkfome con¬ 
finement conftrains us to remind your 
Excellency of the application which we 
had the honour to make to you on the 7th 
inftant. The letter in which that appli¬ 
cation was made, has doubtlefs, by forne 
unavoidable means or other, efcaped your 
Excellency’s notice, otherwife you would 
not have negledted to honour us with an 
an’fwer: for civility and politenefs are as 
charadterift'ic of the French' nation, as 
they are inseparable from humanity and 
bravery. 


Permit 
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■ Permit us. Sir, to reprefent to your 
Excellency, the painfulnefs of an impri- 
fonment at fea after an uninterrupted 
confinement of five months, and within 
a few yards of the place for which we 
were deftined. But if we may not be al¬ 
lowed the liberty of going diredtly to the 
Britifh fettlements, would it not be equally 
juft and humane to teleafe us from this 
ftate of captivity, and to permit us to, 
proceed to fome neutral colony ? 

We have the honour to be, &c. &c. 


H 4 


LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 

Copy of General Bellecombe’s anfwer to' 
the two foregoing Letters, 

J ’AY reOeu, Meffieurs, Ies deux tettres que, 
vous m’avez fait l’honneur de m’ecrire. 
Je connois tpus les defagrements de votre 
pofition : ce qui me fait le plus de peine, 
e’eft de ne pauvoir l’adoucir dans ce 
moment. Je n’ay pas youlu vous laiffer 
fur un vaiifeau, qui alloit combattve ceux 
de votre nation j ce qui m’a determine a 
vous faire paffer fur la Pintade, ou j’ay 
donne des qrdres pour que vous fuffiez 
bien traite. Je ne puis point vous faire 
defcendre dans une ville qui va etre affli- 
gee, et j’ay les raifons tres fortes pour 
m’empecher que yous ne vous rendriez a 
Madras. Si vous pefez bien toutes ces 
-confiderations, Meffieurs, vous verrez qu’il 
)je tp’gft pas .poffible. do pquyoir faire 
■mieux 
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jnieux-que ee que j^ay fait pour v®us. 'Sir 
%&t que les cifconftdnofes pourront le perr 
tneltre, foiez tt&s perfuad^, qne je . feral 
fi£s empPefi^ de vou§ fournir les moyena 
yoUr vpus rendre a votre deftination. 

J’ay l’honneur d’etre, &c. &c. 

jBelle.cpfxib?j 

A Meflie^rs-r-r— §c . . 


TRANSLATION. 

I HAVE received, gentlemen, the two 
letters which you have done me the hor 
,nour to write to me. I am fenfible of 
the uneafinefs of your fituatiop; and it 
gives me the greateft pain that it is pot, 
at the prefent moment, in my power to 
{often it. I was unwilling to leave yOu 
on board a ftiip that was going to fight 
againft thofe of your nation, and therefore 
.1 determined to put you on board the 
Rintade, where I have given orders that 
9 you 
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you lhall be well treated. I cannot lend 
you into, a town that is on the point .of 
being befieged j and I have the ftrongeft 
reafons. againft your going to Madras. If 
you will well, weigh thefe confiderations, 
gentlemen, you will fee that it is not pof- 
fible for me to do more for you than I 
have done. As foon as circumftances UialJ 
permit, be perfe&ly allured, that I will 
be forward to furnilh you with the means 
of reaching the place whither you are 
deftined. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

• Beliecombe, 

To MelTrs. —— and Y«—e. 


LET TEE 
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•LETTER XIII. 

Monfieur Launay, Ille of France. 

On board the Pintade, Port Lewis Harbour, 

23d Oftober, 1778. 

T H E charader in which we prefent 
ourfelves requires an explanation,, 
becaufe we apprehend it is altogether lin¬ 
gular j and in modern times, among ci¬ 
vilized nations, without .example. We 
are treated as prifoners without being de¬ 
nominated fuch y and as criminals, though 
we are not chargeable or charged with 
the commiffion of any crime. The voyage 
from L’Orient to Pondicherry by the Brif- 
fon, on board of which we were paflen- 
gers, though accomplilhed by that lhip on 
the 5 th of Auguft, is ftill unaccomplilhed 
by us. Thus fituated, we think it ne- 
ceffary to fortify the mind of General 
Brillane again!!: the falfe impreffions of 
con- 
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conjecture and mifrepreferitation: and jrj 
order to do this, we take the earlieft op-, 
poftunity ©f addreffing you. Sir, and com-,. 
municating°the great out-lines of our lin¬ 
gular lituation, which your goodnefs, we 
doubt not, will immediately lay before the 
governor. 

Under the protection of the govern¬ 
ment of France, we embarked in the Brife 
fon, on the 27th of January lafi, defcribed 
as Britiih fubjeCts bound for Pondicherry; 
and having oqr names enrolled as paffengers 
inthe^fhip’s difpatchesap ad which was 
aeCohapakied with uncommoit c-ircurn- 
stances, and which, were it neceffary, 
would ferve to authenticate, in theftrong- 
e# manner, the folemnity of the protec- * 
tick with which we were favoured. The 
faered protection thus pledged for our fe- 
curity, cannpt in juftiqe or good faith, 
he withdrawn on account of any fubfe- 
tjUent aCt of national hoftility. Thefe, 
and other qOnfiderations, we fuhmitted to 
the juitice and magnanimity of General 
Relkcmnbct 
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Belle combe, who* we believe, from the 
tenor of his polite letter in anfwef to us* 
did not mean to violate, the faith of his 
£ourt, by detaining us in a hate of captivity 
for a longer period than the critical hate 
of his government at that time led him to 
think prudent and neceffary. 

The Briffon having been taken into the 
fervice of the King* we Were removed* 
under the denomination of Englifi pafen- 
gefs, not under that of Bmglijh prifoners of 
war, into the frigate Pintade-, where, lines 
the 8th of Auguftj we have been eslpofed 
to the greateft, as well as the molt unex¬ 
ampled hardships. We were threatened 
not only with the dangers of unavoidable, 
but with the terrors of voluntary ihip- 
wreck: our commander declaring, upon 
his honour, that rather than be taken by 
any (hip of lefs force than one of the line } 
he. Would blow her up with his own hand: 
although he had not a boat to faye either 
himfelf, his crew, or his prifoners. With 
fuch 
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fuch menaces conftantly held up to our 
view, all the conveniencies of life would 
doubtlefs have been infufficient to render us 
happy ; but inftead of enjoying fuch com¬ 
forts, we were chilled with rains pouring 
into our confined cabbins through the 
parched feamsof an apparent wreck; de~ 
ftroyed by vermin, and corrupted by nafti- 
nefs; and laboured, as we do now, under 
a malady which baffles all the power of 
medicine, the fea fcurvy accompanied with 
bile, the natural confequence of. a nine 
months voyage, whereof we were feven 
months and an half at fea, without once 
treading on the earth. In one word, Sir, 
our healths, and mojft probably our lives, 
depend on an immediate relaxation of our 
prefent fufferings. 

We have thus, Sir, taken the liberty to 
give you'a brief account of this unex¬ 
pected vifit to the Ifle'of France; and we 
flatter ourfelves, that the unhappy flame 
which has been kindled by the policy and 
! , ambition 
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ambition of prihces, will not confume 
thofe facred feblings of humanity, which, 
in the midft of public contefts, afford an 
afylum to private diftrefs. 

We have the honour to be, &c. See. 


LETTER 
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*Tb Governor General the Chevalier cW 
la Briilane, 

From prifon ih Pott Lewis, Me of France, 
30th Oftobfei', 1778a 

F ROM M. Launay, who did iis the 
honour to vifit us this morning, we 
have learned that it was youf Excellency's 
pleaiure to tranfport us to France in the 
rtiip Favori, the latter end of next month* 
We readily conceive* that with every dif- 
pofition Which belongs to humanity and 
jdftice, your Excellency* in the honour¬ 
able difchargejo£jhe important truft with 
which the confidence of yoiir fovereigii 
hath inverted you, is guided folely by the 
principles 6f national policy. If, there** 
fore, we fhould be fo fortunate as to con-* 
vince your Excellency that the intefefts of 
France could not poffibly be affe&ed by 1 
our 
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our enlargement, we are confident that 
your generality would not hefitate one 
moment to releafe us from a ftate of con¬ 
finement, fo prejudicial at once to our 
health and our intereft. 

We declare upon our honour. Sir, 
which we hold facred, that Mr. Y—e 
neither holds, nor defifes to hold, any other 
office in India than that of chaplain to 
the presidency of Calcutta ; and that Mr*’ 
—— is not, as has been reprefen ted, .a 
member of the Supreme Council in Bengal, 
nor holds any office, civil or military, under 
the crown of Great Britain, the Englifh 
Eaft-India Company, or. any prince of 
Afiaj and that his only objedt is to purfue 
the bufinefs of commerce as a private mer¬ 
chant in India. 

Having thus taken the liberty of laying 
before your Excellency our fituation, we 
have prefumed to exprefs a with, that, if 
it fhould not interfere in any degree with 
. Vol. I.. _ I your 
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your political views, we may be permitted 
to embrace the firft opportunity that may 
offer, of going either to the Cape of Good 
Hope, or Batavia . 

We have the honour to be, &c. &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTE R XV. 


' Qovernouf de la Brillane’s anfwer to the 
foregoing Letter, received On the Morn¬ 
ing of the 31ft of October. 

A Meffieurs —& Y—e, a la Tour. 

J ’AY receu, Mef^urs, la Iettre que vOua 
m’avez fait Fhonneur de m’ecrire.—Je 
fuis fach^ que les circonftances m’obligent 
de vous faire paifer en Europe; mats le com¬ 
mandant de Madras ma eclairi fur la conduite 
queje devois tenir avec vous...: Le capitaine du 
Sartine s’embarque avec coniiance a Bom¬ 
bay, fur un vailfeau Anglois. II avoit 
avec lui fon contre-maitre. Ils font ar¬ 
rive a Madras en pleine paix, ou on les a de¬ 
tenu prifonnieres, contre les droits du gens. 
Ils fe fortirent deguifes pour fes fauvez. 
Le capitaine du Sartine a gagne Pondi-. 
cherry;: le contre-maitre a ete arrete et 
I 2 amene 
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amene a. Madras j ce qui.a caufc vos mal- 
heurs, et force Monfieur de Bellecombe 
de vous faire venir ici. II feroit inutile 
de vous dire ce que vous avcz vu, que les 
droits les plus facres ont ete violes, et que 
fans aucun declaration de guerre, les pof- 
feffions Francoifes de 1 ’Inde ont ete at- 
taques. Je fuis done force de vous faire 
pafler en Europe; mais je vous donnerai 
en attendant tous les fecours qui depende- 
ront de moi, pendant votrefejour ici; vous 
'n’avez que les faire eonnoitre a Mcffieurs 
de Launay et rien ne vous fera refufe. 

J’ay l’honncur, &c. 

Le Chevalier de Guiran la Brillane. 


TRANSLATION. 

I HAVE received, gentlemen, the letter 
which you-have done me the honour of 
writing to me. I am very forry that cir- 
cumftances oblige me to fend you to Eu¬ 
rope, 
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rope; but the governor general of Madras 
has taught me how I ought to condudt 
myfelf towards you. The captain of the 
Sartine, truiling to the good-faith of the 
Englilh, went on board a Ihip of that na¬ 
tion at Bombay. He had along with him 
his quarter-mafter. They arrived at Ma¬ 
dras in profound peace, where they were 
detained prifoners contrarily to the law 
of nations ; and made their efcape in dif- 
guife, in order to fave their lives. The 
captain of the Sartine reached ‘Pondi¬ 
cherry : the quarter-mailer was taken, and 
fent back to Madras. Thefe are the cir- 
cumilances which are 'the caufe of your 
misfortunes, and which have contained 
M. de Bellecombe to fend you hither. 
It would be needlefs to repeat to you what 
you have feen that the. molt facred rights 
have been violated, and that an attack has 
been made on the French fettlements in 
India, without any declaration of war. I 
am, therefore, under the neceffity of fend¬ 
ing you to Europe. In the mean time. 
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I {hall give you every fuccour in my 
power, as long as you remain in this place: 
you have only to make your wants known 
to Meffrs. Launay, and nothing {hall be 
refufed to you. 

I have the honour, &c* 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 

Mefls. A ■ ■ ■■'■ « —d and Son, Rochelle. 

From the Town Prifon of Port Lewis, 

Ifle of France, 7th November, 177S, 

T H E letter which I fend along with 
this, carries me into the road of 
Pondicherry. I ftiall now trouble you 
with a recital of the injuftice and cruel¬ 
ties I have been forced to fuffer iince j a 
great part of which is owing to the difin- 
genuity, not to ufe an hardier expreffion, 
of Captain de Chefeaux, and the reft to 
Commiffary Gonet of L’Orient. Being 
refufed leave to purfue our courfe to Ma¬ 
dras, either by land or water, we were re¬ 
moved, on the evening of the 8th of Au- 
guft, without any previous notice, from the 
Briflen to the Pintade, a frigate armed en 
'flute. On the 13th this ftiip was ordered 
©n a fervice, which exhibited to our view 
I 4 a new 
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a new fpecies of warfare, in the capture 
and plunder of eleven Indians, in an open 
boat at anchor, loaded only with fire-wood, 
which tlfey declared, with great ilmplicity, 
they had intended to fell at Madras. 'I'wo 
of thefe miferable creatures, decrepit with 
age, witli meagre bodies, white heads and 
beards, and humble fupplicating atti¬ 
tudes, prefented fo moving a fpedtacle, 
that it might have procured not only their 
releafe, but alfo that of their fellow-cap¬ 
tives, Their fmall veffel would feem to 
have been their conftant habitation, as it 
Contained their rponey, their books of re¬ 
ligion, and all their apparel. Their poor 
All, the wretched acquifition of painful 
induftry, perhaps of the labours of their 
anceftors, was taken from them, their boat 
fcuttled, and themfelves made captives, or 
rather flaves; and all this without benefit¬ 
ing their mercilefs plunderers. 

Frightened beyond meafure, without 
provifions, liquor, or water, and with only 
rye-flour of the coarfefi: quality, we cruized 
tQ 




Europe, Asia, Africa, 121 

to a great diftance, even as far as Ceylon, 
until the evening of the 24th of Auguft, 
when, being off the road of Pondicherry, 
a quartier triarron, or Indian boat, brought 
a written intimation from M. Bellecombe, 
that the Englifh fquadron lay at anchor 
to the windward of the road, and the 
French to the fouthward. We inftantly 
put about, and in order to get provifions, 
as well as to avoid the danger of being 
taken, we fleered, having one hundred and 
feven men on board, to the favage ifland of 
Niccabar, (near the weft end of Sumatra) 
where we got coco-nuts, a few chickens, 
and water. 

Meanwhile our bodies were deeply 
wounded by cock-roaches, and other 
vermin in the Pintade: we were obliged, 
to ufe that linen which we had already 
ufed in the Briffon ; and for a long 
time we wanted water for tea or foup, or 
for diluting medicines, until Providence, 
by a heavy rain, enabled us to catch fome 
npon the decks, We were limited to one 
5 meaj 
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meal in twenty-four hours, twelve perfons 
being reduced to the neceffity of fubfifting 
upon a Niccabar chicken, which is about 
the fize of a large pigeon ; and about two 
pounds of falted pork, which upon a lefs 
dreadful occafion I ihould have called' 
rotten and naufeous. Happily two cafes, 
containing twenty dozen of excellent 
claret, remained of my ftores, which 
ferved us all with a glafs twice a day; but 
there was not in the fhip either tea, fugaiy 
or fpirituous liquor, or fo much as a wine- 
glafs or drinking-cup, and coco-nuts were 
fubftituted in their room at Niccabar .— 
During the laft five weeks of our cruize we 
were deprived of the privilege of the. 
council-chamber; and alfo, during the 
hotteft part of the day, of the awning, 
on deck. Our captain, in order to drew 
his newly-acquired authority and antipa¬ 
thy to the Englifih nation, declined to 
countenance us with the common ( faluta- 
tfips of the morning and evening. My 
bed was not once made for twenty-four 
cfeys, nor could I uodrefs.at night on ac¬ 
count 
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count of the vermin. I was at laft obliged 
to wait upon myfelf, as bed-maker,, hair-, 
drefler, water-drawer, fhoe-cleaner, &c. 
&c. The fepoys and India prifoners, for 
want of nourifhment, looked like fo many 
ghofts; and though they were fcarcely 
able to crawl, were treated with fhocking 
barbarity. We had only fifteen white men 
on board, (Frenchmen,) all of whom were 
officers, one excepted. If there is any 
merit in having faved the ffiip, it belongs 
wholly to Mr. Riccard ,, who is nephew 
to M. de la Vigne , the commandant of the 
port of L’Orient. 

In this fituation we were brought to this . 
ifland. Numbers of people came on board 
the Rintade the firfl: forenoon, but the in- 
fiant it was known we were prifoners, all 
communication was flopped, and only two 
officers left in the fhip, until a late hour 
of the fecond day, when M. Launay, the 
governor’s aid de camp, and Major Thdiy^ 
vifited us, to declare—** that we were pri¬ 
foners of war j that we were to be confined 
in Fort Blanc (two miles from town;) 
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that the governor had received pofitivc 
orders particularly concerning us ; that he 
was directed to fend us back to France; 
hut that as our healths were greatly 
impaired, we ihould be indulged with 
a reiiden.ee in priibn until we ihould 
be in a condition to embark. He told 
us, finally, that the major had come 
to condudt us to the fort, and that 
. we were to converfe only with Mr. 
Launay. He added, after a ihort paufe, 
that a traiteur ihould fend us dinner 
and fupper from town, at our own ex¬ 
pence, 

We were inftantly conveyed, with our 
baggage, by water to the fort. There 
being but two apartments in that build¬ 
ing, and both of them occupied. Major 
Thome civilly gave us the choice of lodg¬ 
ing either in the kitchen, or under a ihed, 
where,gun carriages were kept, or in the 
^Shroom with the foldiers. I aiked the 
major, if, being pfifoners of war, we were 
■accounted as' criminals ? “ No, certainly 
trot!” I then faid, that as the kitchen was 
infinitely 
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infinitely worfe than any dungeon, it would 
be better to run the rifque of death at lea, 
than to perifh miferably in fo horrible a 
manfion; therefore, I entreated him to 
embark us in one of the velfels that was 
to fail within a day or two for Europe. 
The Reverend . Mr. Y— defired that one 
of the foldiers might be permitted to Ihoot 
him through the head. The major re¬ 
plied, that he would reprefent our fitua- 
tion, and our defire to embark for Europe, 
to the governor. We lay that night, 
without lleep, on the benches with the 
foldiers in the guard-room. Next day, 
an officer appeared about eleven o’clock, 
to condud us to the town-lfeeple; the 
third floor of which is now our apart¬ 
ment. . It is immediately over the main- 
guard, having two windows to each of its 
four fides j and being elevated above every 
other houfe, it enjoys a pure air, and 
commands a full profped of the harbour, 
the forts, the parade, the, barracks, . 
government-houfe, and the environs of 
the town. There are three flights of fteps, 
by 
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Ly means of which there is a communica¬ 
tion between our chamber and a terrace,- 
on the fummit of the building. Thither 
I generally repair in the morning, before 
any of the inhabitants are awake, and view 
all the places around. I then come down, 
and having accefs in the morning and 
evening to the terrace over the main-guard 
and poft-gate, I walk there till chocolate 
is ready: the reft of the day I employ in 
reading and writing, until the terrace be¬ 
comes cool towards evening, when I take 
another walk, eat a fallad, drink a bottle' 
of cool wine, and then retire into an apart¬ 
ment which admits two beds, of about 
twenty-four inches each in breadth, and an 
empty fpace between them of about fifteen 
inches. The officer upon duty, and M* 
Launay are allowed to vifit us. Our trai-> 
teur is permitted to fee us twice in the 
week. When our laundrefs comes, ihe is 
accompanied by a corporal. Even the 
clock-maker who winds up the town- 
clock, when he paffes.our apartment for - 
that piirpofe, is attended by a non-com- 
• miffioned 
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miffioned officernay, if a negroe comes to 
do any little bufinefs fot us, fuch as fetching' 
or carrying our linen, he is accompanied by a 
foldier. Thevery meflenger of a letter from 
the governor, although an European, was 
attended in like manner. After a confine¬ 
ment of fome days, we were given to un- 
derftand that we owed our bad ufage to the 
mifreprefentations of M. Gonet, before we 
left L’Orient, and as I was not the perfon 
I was reprefented to be, I was perfuaded 
to write a very adulatory letter (of which 
I am much afiiamed) to Governour la Bril* 
lane, praying that we might be permitted 
to embrace the firfl: opportunity of going 
either to the Cape of Good Hope or Ba¬ 
tavia. I herewith fend you copies of my 
adulatory letter, and his Excellency’s 
anfwer. 

It is with concern that I am obliged 
to obferve to you, gentlemen, that from, 
all the circumftances which now appear, 
I cannot but fufpedt that you were privy 
to the orders which accompanied us from 
6 ' L’Orient, 



128 


TRAVELS in 


L’Orient, and the obligation relative to us^ 
ligned.by Captain de Cheihaux. If this 
conjecture be well founded, you have 
aCted, in one inftance at leaft, in a manner 
unworthy of your eftablilhed reputation; 
your profeffions of fricndfliip have not 
been fincere; you have not fulfilled the 
contract into which you entered with us, 
for a paffage in your Chip to Pondicherry. 
But I will endeavour to ftifle thefe no¬ 
tions, which obtrude themfelves on my 
mind, and to think on nothing in your 
conduCt towards me, but your former 
kindnefs. It is probable I may be at 
•L’ Orient, about three weeks after you 
receive this. Heaven only knows /what 
awaits us in France! I intreat you, in 
confideration of the peculiar circumftances . 
of our captivity, to make early application 
for our releafe. We are told, that although 
prifoners of war, we are to pay, each of 
us, 3000 livres for our paffage home in an 
old crazybark. Our dinner, and fupper 
now coft us 600 livres per month, without 
wine. 


The 
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The king has lately accommodated us 
with a couple of ftools, two hofpital beds, 
two water goblets, and two rufty iron can- 
dlefticks: M. Launay’s kindnefs to his 
old acquaintance Mr* Y—e, fupplies our 
other wants. I have reduced this letter 
to as nartow a compafs, as the extent of 
it’s fubjed, and my own feelings would 
admit. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 


VoL. 1, 


K. LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 

To }. M-- Efq. under cover to 

W. H-r, Efq. of Antwerp. 

In the Town Prifon of Port Lewis, 

- in Mauritius, 8th Npv. 1778. 

A DIRECT correfpondence between 

Mr, R. — W-■ of Londftn and 

myfelf, being no longer practicable, on ac¬ 
count of our refpedtive departures to op- 
polite hemifpheres, we agreed to make a 
common friend the depofitary of our com¬ 
munications and that character. Sir, we 
flattered ourfelves we Ihould find in you.— 
You will have the goodnefs to tranfmit 
my letters to our friend, wherever he may 
be : I fhall be happy if you fhall receive 
as much entertainment from them as flvall 
compenfate for this trouble. 

Having re-embarked at Madeira on 
bojof the Bfiffon, oiv Sunday the 15th of 
•* March, 
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March, we encountered alternate ftorms 
and calms for the fpace of eight days; 
after which time, we enjoyed fair weather, 
and a favourable gale. The peak of Te-- 
neriffe fhewed its pointed top exalted above 
wreaths of white clouds, which, to our 
fenfes, made a chafm between the lower 
part of that ftupendous mountain and the 
upper, that feemed fufpended in the iky. 
As we pafled between Teneriffe and the 
great Canary, in a ferene atmofphere, we en¬ 
joyed a delightful profpedt of the inimitable 
beauties of each ifland. While we fleered 
our courfe between the Cape de Yerd ifleS 
and the coaft of Africa, we foon began to 
feel the effedts of this near approach to the 
high land of that continent, in frequent 
calms, which, With a ftrong north-eafl cur¬ 
rent, difappointed all our hopes of a quick 
paffage, and threatened us with a view of 
the Gold Coaft, Calabar, Beilin, Congo, 
and Angola. In the fpace of three tedious 
weeks, we crawled on to the equinoctial 
line—the languor of this flow progrefs 
Was fomewhat relieved by the amufement 
K 2 of 
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of catching enormous {harks, bonnettas, 
and albicores. Between the fecohd and 
third degrees of fouth latitude, upon the 
,!5th [ of April, we were entertained for two 
hours with the examination of a kind of 
•filh, fuch as had never been feen before by 
any perfon on board. As it leifurel'y moved 
round the {hip, railing its enormous tail and 
fins above the furfaee of the water, I took 
occafioh to form fome eftimate of its length 
by the breadth of the fhip, and computed 
it to be forty Englifh feet: its thicknefs 
I judged to be ten feet in diameter. The 
form of this animal refembles that of a 
{hark: it is beautifully fpotted like a 
leopard ; in fome parts, the fpots on its 
body refemble thofe on the peacock’s tail. 
The monfter portended good to us : for 
while we were admiring its fize, the 
beauty of its {kin, and the fwarms of leffer 
filhes with which it was furrounded, an 
unexpedted breeze fuddenly filled our fails, 
and overfpread the fmooth element on 
which we floated, with fhort broken waves, 
which the feamett joyfully diftinguilhed by 
the 
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the name of les tetes de moutons, (flieeps or. 
lambs heads.) 

The creature I had feen, dwelt long 
upon ’my imagination, and recalled to my 
mind the ftories of the ancients concerning 
fea-monfters, which I began fcarcely to 
regard as fabulous. My fancy made a 
wild, but pjeafing excurfion to the Nor¬ 
wegian feas, the feat, of Krakens or Kor- 
vens, fea-fnakes, and ferpents of the ocean ; 
animals whofe ftupendous dimenfions had 
long exceeded the bounds of credibility; 
but which, their exiftence being now fully 
proved, are no longer accounted chimerical 
by the moft incredulous. 

It is remarkable that the animal pro¬ 
ductions of the fea are, fome of them, in¬ 
finitely larger than any living creature bred 
on the face of the earth. The animals, 
again, that tread the ground, are in general 
larger than thofe that fly in the air. Front 
this analogy I ihould be apt to conclude, 
tjiat were the interior parts of the earth, 
K 3 according 
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according to the theory of certain natuv 
ralifts, replete with an enormous abyfs of 
waters,. thofe waters mull be the manfion 
of animals ftill more huge and ftupendous 
than any known on the furface of this 
■terraqueous globe. 

Having been fmoothly carried by a 
gentle breeze acrofs the fouthern latitudes, 
we fell in, on the 7th of May, with the 
Englifh Company’s fhips Southampton, 
Naflau, and Queen, with which we kept 
company, and exchanged focial viiits until 
the 17th, when the Queen, having on 
board the annual ftores for St, Helena, 
directed her courfe to that ifland, carrying- 
letters to Europe from all the other fhips, 
—It is but juftice to French-hofpitality, 
to fay, that the Najau, having between 
fprty and fifty paffengers on board, and 
their frefh provifions being wholly ex¬ 
pended', was fupplied by the bounty of 
Captain de Chefeaux with fheep and poul¬ 
try. We made the high mountains of 
Bourbon on the 25th.' of June, twenty-? 

four 
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four days after our. founding on the weft 
edge of the Eel bank, nearly eppofite to 
Falfe Bay, at the Cape of Good-Hope.. 
On the day following 'we anchored in 
thirty fathom water, about two miles from 
the town, within the beautiful and fpacious 
bay of St. Paul. 

In the courfe of thefe twenty-four days, 
we were fo much thwarted by the currents, 
that after making large allowances in the 
daily reckonings, we were ftill eighty 
leagues farther weft than we expe&ed to 
be, from our calculations. I refer you 
for an account of the ufage.I. have received 
at Bourbon, to the inclofed copy of a 
letter I wrote, at lea, to M. A——-d and 
Son. I fttall hereafter give you a defcription 
of Bourbon, and other iilands in thefe parts} 
their climate, foil, productions, and in¬ 
habitants. 

We weighed anchor, and failed from 
Bourbon on the 5th of July,.and foon 
paired, with a briik gale, over the hanks 
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or fhoals which are laid down in charts 
between Madagafcar and the French ifiands 
of Seychelle, which is a much ihorter. 
route than the cqmmon circuit to the 
fouth-eaft. The natural caution of Cap¬ 
tain de Chefeaux made him very atten¬ 
tive to the courfe: he was conftantly 
founding, but never met with any thing 
that could be any occafion of alarm. The 
late Admiral Bofcawen failed over thofe 
hug-bear banks laft war with a large fleet. 
I think it a pity that oqr nation have not 
attained a fuflicient knowledge of a paflage 
which, at certain feafons, would ihorteq, 
the navigation to India by fame weeks. 

Neither the French, nor any other 
navigators, except the Englifli, take agro¬ 
nomical obfervations at fea, for the purpofe 
of ascertaining the longitude ■, a piece of 
ignorance or negled to which I may at-r 
tribute alj my .misfortunes j for had we 
arrived but one day fooner at Pondi¬ 
cherry, I. lhpuld have eafily obtained a 
f 3 %prt fqr Madra? and J Should have 
reached 
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reached that place feveral days fooner, if 
our mariners had known how to correit, 
by the aid of aftronomy, the errors into 
which they were led by rapid currents, 
which coft them, on a fair computation, 
four days in foundings, and laying too 
V/hole nights, through fear of approaching 
the coaft of Malabar. Natwithftanding 
thefe delays, and the flow motion of our 
fliip, we anchored off Tranquebar on the- 
30th day after we left Bourbon ; and on 
the following day dropt anchor at Pon4i* 
cherry. • 

' It is worthy of notice, that though the 
French provifions are not fo fubftantiaf ag 
thofe of Engliih fhips, yet out. of one 
hundred and fifty . perfohs, on board the 
Briflon, not one died in a voyage of fix 
months; nor were there above three per¬ 
sons in the flfip who were in any degree 
afflifted with the fea-fcuryy. Thefe things 
I attributed to the following caufes:—the- 
fhip was purified /mce a week in temper 
^te, and twice in hot-climates, with water 
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and betwixt decks fprinkled with vinegar. 
The cabin doors and windows being 
clofely fhut, and the hatches fattened 
down and covered with tarpaulins, incenfe 
was burnt in various parts of the ftiip. 
The Teamen and officers danced in a ring 
on the* quarter-deck every fair evening, 
to the mulic of a bag-pipe * and minuets 
and cotillions to the violin. They had 
foup-meagre every day, and alfo an allow* 
ance of frnall wine or brandy; and twice 
a week they had an allowance of frefli loaf 
bread, made of coarfe but fweet flour. 

Before we anchored in the road of 
Pondicherry, a conveyance confitting of 
three pieces of light wood, fattened to¬ 
gether by withs or twigs, called a catty- 
marran, carrying two Indians, paddling 
in attitudes peculiar to their country¬ 
men, brought directions on board from 
Governor General Bellecombe to the cap¬ 
tain, hot to let any paffenger go on fhore, 
before he fhould'have tranfmitted an account 
pf their names, countries, and deftinations, 
and 
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and until he Ihould receive his further 
orders. The letter in which thefe inftruc- 
tions were conveyed, was fecured .from 
fea or rain water, and concealed from 
obfervation, in a kind of draw hat which 
one of the medengers wore upon his head. 
The attitudes of the paddlers were drik- 
jng to a dranger. They were fupported 
on their knees, having the under p*rts 
of their thighs extended along the calves 
of their legs, and the extremities of their 
buttocks reding on their heels. The 
catty-marran, which was about ten feet 
in length, and thirteen inches wide, and 
drew to a point at each end, was conti¬ 
nually under water, and yielded to the 
furge of the fea, 

. We had not been many, minutes at 
anchor, when officers from the men of 
war, and from diore, came on. board the 
Brilfon, wi-th the mortifying news that 
hodilities had commenced between the 
french and Englifh in India, but not 
in Europe j that Chandernagore in Ben- 
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gal was taken on the roth of June, and 
that the Englifii army and the Nabob’s, 
both under the command of General Mun- 
ro, were'on their march to beliege Pon¬ 
dicherry.—All the paflengers except Mr. 
Y—e and myfelf received permiffion in 
the courfe of that day, to difembark, . 

; On the 8th of Auguft General Mun- 
ro’s army appeared, and encamped on the 
red hills, a league diftant from the back of 
Pondicherry. On the morning of the 9th, 
General Munro fummoned General Belle- ■ 
combe to furrender the town and fortrefs 
to the troops which he commanded where¬ 
upon M. Bellecombe immediately fent 
orders to M. Tronjolly to weigh, and at-, 
tack the British fquadron j an order which 
was forthwith obeyed with great alacrity. 
The Englifh fquadron, confiding of five 
fail, including the Cormorant floop of war, 
appeared working up from the north¬ 
ward: that of the French, confifting of 

It was jllEdged atPopdiclierry, that the fummons waa 
in’the name of the King of Gre^t Britain.' 

m 
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aia equal number of fhips, but larger, 
having a fuperiority of 36 guns and 700 
men, flood to the fouthward in order to 
preferve the weather-gage, and anchored 
at two leagues diffcant from Chore. An 
action commenced' on the 10 th, which 
Jafted with great heat for 74 minutes. 
I was never in fo anxious a fituation: 
on board a French frigate, in the midft 
of the enemies of my country, a fpec- 
tator of a fea-engagement between the 
fquadrons of. England and France. 

We all, waited in painful fufpence for 
the iflue. At length I,'eagerly pointed 
out to the captain and officers of the 
Pintade, three of the French fqua¬ 
dron hawling their wind and running to 
the fouthward, full 15 minutes before 
the addon ceafed between the capital 
ffiips. After the whole French fquadron 
had, with all their fails fet, quitted the 
field. Sir Edward Vernon’s fquadron re¬ 
mained 15 minutes on the fpot where 
they had engaged, as if deliberating whe¬ 
ther 
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thei- to purfue the enemy, or to bear away 
in order to refit. They chofe the latter al¬ 
ternative, having firft fpliced their cordage 
and mended their fails.. In this adion there 
happened a very remarkable incident: one 
broadfide from the Rippon, pierced the 
hull of the Briffon in thirteen places, 
with heavy metal. 

I had always until this day, enter¬ 
tained an opinion, that the Engliih mode 
of aiming at the hull, was the befl: prin¬ 
ciple of conduding a naval engagement, 
with fuecefs. That opinion I am now 
orced -to■ relinquish. I faw the French 
fquadron flying to windward, carrying 
every fail and rope with which they en¬ 
tered into adion; and I faw the Ehglijh 
keep the lea as vidors, but, fo mauled in 
their"fails and rigging, that for a confider- 
able time they were unable to purfue, or 
even to fail before the wind. I do be¬ 
lieve, that had only the quarter-deck and 
feme of the upper guns been levelled 
‘ 5 againft 



Europe, Asia, Africa. .143 
again ft the rigging of jhe enemy’s (hips in 
the adion, they could not have efcaped. • 

When the Brifton anchored in the road 
of Pondicherry, I could perceive very di- 
ftindly, with a fpying-glafs, that the en¬ 
trances into the town, at the fouth and 
north ends, by the fea-fide, were open and 
defencelefs. But General Bellecombe had 
fet 5000 natives to work in fortifying thofe 
places and ftockading the fea-beach. They 
wrought at night with flambeaus; and the 
General himfelf, who fometimes flept cai 
.the ramparts, was ‘conftantly fuperintend- 
ing them in every quarter: and in order 
to raife money for carrying on the fortifica¬ 
tions he even pledged his lady’s jewels. . 

On the 13th of Auguft, the Pintado was 
ordered to a ftation four leagues to the 
northward of Pondicherry, in order to 
intercept any communication between the 
,Englifh fquadron at Madras, and the army 
under General Munro. 
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The inclofed copy of a letter to Mr* 

A-d, will give you an account of our 

movements from that time, until our ar¬ 
rival at the Nicabar iflands, which run in 
a northerly direction from Sumatra up the 
.bay of Bengal; and of which I fhall on 
fome future occafion, give you a defcrip- 
tion. 


On board the Favori, St. Paul’s Bay, 
Me of Bourbon, ioth Dec. 1778. 

I refer you for an account of my 
hiftory at this place, to the enclofed copies 
of letters to different perlons. We have 
now added to our cabin paffengers, M. de 
la Combe, who is the procureur du Roy, 
with his lady and two children ; the Abbe 
de Fontaine, chief of the apoftolic miffio-i 
naries, and M. Kerbalanec, one of the 
aoblefle of Bretagne. 

I shall interrupt this journal for the 
prefent, as we have weighed anchor, and 
are failing out of the bay of St. Paul’s for 
Europe. Adieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVIIL 
Monfi^eur Anquitil, in St. Denis. 

On boat'd the Favori, L’lfle de Bourbon, 

St. Denis’s Road, 30th Nov. 1778. 

I 'M AY venture. Sir, to join the thanks 
of Mr. Y—e with my own, for the 
pains you have taken to procure to us the 
benefit and pleafure of land air, and ex- 
ercife and focial enjoyment on fhore. I 
venerate the Fair character of the Yifcount 
■ de Souillac, and would bfc happier in re¬ 
ceiving marks of favour from a liberal 
mind like his, even under the roof of a 
baker*, and the care of a military fer-^ 
jeant, than in the carejfes of his fuperior 
in the Ifle of France. Neverthelefs, as 
the fhip is to remain in this road only for 
a few days, I chufe to decline to accept 
the governors obliging indulgence. 

I have the honour to be,' See. 

• A baker’s houfe was propofed for our lodging-houfe 
<£1 fliore. Bakers in thofe iflands, are not fuch reputable 
perfons as in Europe. 

; Von. I. 


L 
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LETTER XIX. 

To the Vifcount de Souillac, governor of 
the Ifland of Bourbon. 

On board the Favori, in the Road of 

St. Denis, 30th Nov. 1778?. 

A CAPTIVE ftranger, the fubjedt of 
a ffate in hoftility with your nation* 
Sir, enjoys, with the higheft fatisfadtion, the' 
amiable report which flows from the gra¬ 
titude of a people bleft with the fweets of 
juftice, of your mild and equitable ad- 
# miniftfation. Why a neighbouring iflandy 
tinder the fame government with Bourbony 
fhould be chaftifed with a fcoitrge, is a 
myftery which will no doubt be unfolded 
in the courfeof Providence. In the mean 
time, that fcourge fervea as a foil to make' 
your virtues fhine with greater luftre.. 

Receive, Sir, the firft tribute which 
the juftice and humanity of a perfon in- 
■ vefted 
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veiled with power, has had a right to claim 
from me ever fince, by the violation of 
public and private faith, it was my mis¬ 
fortune to be obliged to fubmit to the 
rigours of imprifonnaent, and the feverities 
of illiberal refentment. My belt thanks 
are the only acknowledgments I can offer, 
for the indulgence which you, Sir, have 
thought proper to grant to my Companion 
and myfelf, of occupying an apartment in 
town, under the authority of a ferjeant, for 
the benefit of frefh air, and for recovery 
from a malady which knows no other cure. 
The time fixed for the Chip’s departure is 
now near at hand, and one or two d ,ys on 
Chore Would not compenfate for the trou¬ 
ble of providing fuch an apartment as 
might be fit for us, and other, incon¬ 
veniences that would attend our leaving' 
this place of confinement: ‘for having dis¬ 
covered. that M. de la Brillane had retraced 
his promife to M. Launay, of indulging 
me with a refidence on Chore, until I fhould 
be • in a condition to embark for Europe, 

I fen* away every thing I had, that was . 

L 2 not 
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.not adapted to a veffel not remarkable for 
cleanlinefs, or any kind of elegance. If I 
have the good fortune to furyive this voy¬ 
age, I Ihall carry to your country. Sir, and 
,to my own, a heart impreffed with the 
character of the Vifcount de SouMlac, and 
as ready to do juftice to the virtues of the 
public enemies of my- country, as to com¬ 
plain of the injuries I have fuffered from 
their injuftice. 

I have the honour to be, &c* 



Europe, Asia, and Africa. 149 


L E T TER XX. 

To Mrs. —^ -. 

At Sea, lat 32° S. long. 31° E. from Paris, 
in the Favori, 5th January, 1779. 

A SHIP approaches, my dear Madam, 
/a which may prove the happy means 
of releafing me from a ftate of perfect 
wretchednefs. The fea-fcurvy, a return 
of my fever, together with many difa- 
greeable circumftances, would certainly 
overpower my weak frame, were I forced 
to continue my voyage in the Favori. Yet, 
believe the dictates of my heart, it is not 
without regret that I quit this fickly and 
inconvenient manfion, which would have 
wafted me to France, and Britain, and re- 
llored me to thofe objects which I hold 
the deareft in the world, and which are 
ever prefent to my mind amidft all the cares 
sand difquietudes of an uneafy life. 
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You, my friend, know the ftate of my 
mind full as well, as I do myfelf: for tq 
you I have unhofomed my whole heart, 
You.knaw the obje&s of friendly attach¬ 
ment that occupy and deferve my con¬ 
stant attention. Have the goodnefs, my 
dear coufin, to communicate to^of thofe 
much-favoured perfons, the' unexpected 
events which have happened to me, and 
which will ferve to explain forfle things 
which might otherwife create uneafinefs.. 

I wrote a long letter tp you from the 
Ifle of France, dated the 7th of November; 
From, that letter you will have learnt what 
happened to me fince the arrival of the 
Briflbn in the road of Pondicherry. No*, 
thing vpry material has occurred fince. I 
embarked on board this Chip at the. Ifle of 
France the 15 th of November, and failed 
from Bourbon on the 10th of December; 
I an; flow placed in a fociety not unlike 
that of the ftage-cpach in Tom Jones ; a 
jumble of figures, conftitutions, complex¬ 
ions, difpofitions, profeffions, and fexes. 

. ~ > i mi 
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I fhall endeavour to give you an idea of 
^opne of the principal characters in this 
catalogue; and it would be a breach of 
good-manners, not to prefent our captain 
to you in the firft place, Le Sieur Deniel. 
It will be difficult to defcribe the pecu¬ 
liarities, or rather the contrarieties of this 
animal. He is pretty far advanced in the 
decline of life, a great hypocrite, and a 
greater bigot. He has long indulged him- 
felf in the beaftly habit of folitary drun- 
’kennefs. The firft part of each morning 
he devotes to the oftenfiye operation of 
difgorging the fermented wine, arrack, 
garlick, and ragouts of the preceding day ; 
the. fecond to prayer, or more properly the 
profanation of religion; and the reft to 
gluttony and intoxication. Equally un¬ 
qualified for the functions of a mafter. and 
fhofe of an officer of a {hip, he affeCts, with 
an old Davjs’s quadrant, to obferve the 
fun’s altitude at noop, and pirates from one 
pr other of his officers the latitude. Some¬ 
times he fits down at table,to dinner, but 
Jie fuddenly difappears, like a thief,, ftealing 
L 4 away 
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away a full plate and a bottle, to indulge 
his appetite without reftraint in his bed- 
fly, where he keeps, for private conve- 
■niency, a quantity .of wine and fpirits. By 
the hour of two he is ftupid, and turns in 
to his neft ; at four he has recourfe to his. 
bottle, and a plate of cold victuals and gar¬ 
lic in his own cabin j on the ftrength of 
which he flaggers forth with an air of 
authority to profane the duties of religion; 
to exhibit an example of human frailty; 
and to l-emind his paflengers of the great 
perils to which they are expofed under the 
condudt of fuch a guide over the ocean* 

- The two ■ principal officers of the fhip, 
who are natives of St. Maloes, are good 
fenfible men, and fufficiently polite. A 

M. L-c of L’Orient, (who works his 

paffage home in the character of third of¬ 
ficer) is a weak, vain, conceited, ignorant. 
Vulgar fellow, without education or man¬ 
ners, and ipipudently familiar. He will 
probably avail hirhfelf of my name to vifit 
you. I told him that you was vifible only 
to 
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to perfons who had refpedtable introduce 
tiorts, or on bufmefs. Our furgeon is a 
fecond edition of the captain ; with this 
difference, ‘that the want of means keeps 
him'from .being fo often drunk, and obliges 
him to amufe himfelf, in the intervals be¬ 
tween gormandizing and drinking, by 
mending of old dockings, T-fie Abbe Fon¬ 
taine, one of my felfow-pafTengers, does 
honour to his clpth. Nature has given 
him a good countenance and perfon, as 
well as a noble .genius, which is highly 
improved by a liberal education. His de¬ 
portment, which is perfectly free from.un- 
neeefiary referve and troublefome affedta- 
tion, is at" the fame time fcrupuloufly regu¬ 
lated by that decency which becomes an 
ecclefiaftic. He pofleffes language, abili¬ 
ties, and addrefs, which migh t qualify him 
to prefide even in a fociety of Jefuits. He 
has that dignity of manner, which is the 
natural concomitant of confcious merit, 
and,which the French call /’amour propre ■, 
but which, in few men only, would not 
denominated arrogance. .Were I to 
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meet the Abbe Fontaine in China, Pruflia, 
or England* out of the clerical garb, f 
jfhould conclude that he had formerly oc¬ 
cupied an important ftation in that learned, 
perfevering fpciety of profcribed pfiefts, 
who once governed the cabinets and con¬ 
ferences of powerful monarchs, but whole 
influence, grown too great to bear contrail, 
wrecked them on the dangerous rocks of 
arnbjtioq, 

A longer acquaintance thap I have had 
with M. de la Combe, the late procuretm 
du Roy in the ifland of Bourbon, would 
be neceflary to anatomize this honed: od¬ 
dity. Nature has been unkind to his ex¬ 
ternal form, and but iparing in her in- 
telledtual endowments $ but Ihe has adorn¬ 
ed this homely and crazy manfion with 
fome juft and generous fentiments, an 
ample recompence for all defedts. I fhould 
fuppofe that he has been going down the 
vale, of life thefe fifteen years. He is 
fomewhat above the lize of an ordinary 
divarf, and his limbs are diftorted. He is 
.6' , polite 
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polite and ceremonious even to excels | 
yet he is alfo peeyilh, rude, hafty, and in 
converfatipn blunt and farcaftical. Brought 
up to the prqfefijon of the law, without 
the advantage of genius, by the mere dint 
■ of application, he has acquiyed a practical 
knowledge of forms and rules •, and a 
natural defire to d° juftice fets him far 
above all chicane. This knowledge of 
the practice of the law, and this innate love 
pf equity, have inclined and enabled him 
to refill the imperious hand of oppreflion in 
fiipport of innocence, though at the hazard 
pfi his appointment, and confequently his 
bread, under an arbitrary and unprincipled 
government. He feels for the diftrefies of 
Others, and relieves them to the full ex¬ 
tent of his power. He is liberal and can¬ 
did in the higheft degree, and far above all 
local or national prejudices. With all thefe 
virtues, he labours under the misfortune of 
being obliged to wear the petticoat. He 
feels his degradation, without daring to 
afiert his prerogative by boldly refuming 
the breechesj for M. and Madame de la 
C——e 



j 56 TRAVELS in 

C --e are fuch perfect contrails in re-- 

fped of fize, that while the petticoat may 
ferve as a cloak to fhelter the hufband 
from ^he crown of his head tq the foies of 
his feet, the breeches would be incompe¬ 
tent to fupply the place of a pair of gloves 
to his ftupendous. mate. Thus, while in 
the caufe of others he is bold and refolqte^ 
in his own he is timid and pafljve. 

You know, my fair friend, that I arq 
generally tender of the characters of thp 
amiable fex, except where I have an op¬ 
portunity of conveying my fejitiments ver¬ 
bally to a real confidant. Of the procu- 
reur s help-mate I £hall only fay, that fhe 
is vulgar, and a dram-fipper; and I ant 
lure, if fhe could be_otherwife,- fhe would 
not be continent. They have two children 
ori board; the one is fpoiled by the father, 
becaufe, from fome features in his coun¬ 
tenance, he concludes that he is really his 
.own fon: .the other is fpoiled by the 
mother, ; for reafons beft known to herfelf 
as the (rue mother of the child. 

Our 
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Our fourth companion, M. Kerbalanec, 
a merchant of the Ille of France, and a 
native of Bretagne, is a cautious, prudent, 
cool, civil Frenchman, having as well the 
phlegm as the figure of a Dutchman, He is 
Tain of his family, capacity, and education; 
The root may be very old; but the branch 
is nothing extraordinary. He feems ever 
attentive to his own intereft ; but at the 
fame time poffeffes juft: and honourable 
principles, and is worthy of mercantile 
and focial confidence. His health is bad, 
and I dread, that without a quick pafiage 
From the Gape, he will fall a facrifice to a 
bad habit of body and the fea-fcurvy. His 
lady, during his abfence, has refided chiefly 
with his After, Madame Henri , of L’Orient; 
and if the ftate of the war and his private 
affairs will allow, he means to return to 
the Eaft. 

During the'time we lay at anchor in 
Bourbon, not having leave to land, wc 
were vifited by fome company on fhip- 
boardj and amongft others, by a lady who 
is 
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is niece to one of your nuns, Madame 
G——di She and her hufband, M. Ber¬ 
trand, prefled on me the two enclofed let¬ 
ters. I have been treated with every poffi- 
ble mark of refpe££ and attention: fome- 
fimes I am taken for a powerful member 
of the fupreme council of India j fometimes 
for an officer of diftin&ion ; and at others, 
for a nobleman irivefted with high power-s 
from the court of London. And it has 
been with difficulty that I could perluade 
fome people that I had not loft, on board 
fheBriffon, iri money and effedts, 30,0001, 
fterling. I hope to write to you foon from 
the Cape.’ 

- Adieu, , 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXL 

At Sea, on board tie Ship Favor!*. 

14th January, 17791. 

A T length, my fair coufin, I have ef¬ 
fected nay enlargement, aiid within 
the fpace of an hour I Ihall embark iii 
a Danifli ihip bound direCtly for the Cape 
of Good Hope. This defirable objeCt I 
attained notwithout difficulty, I met with 
fuch ail oppofition from. Captain Denlel; 
as had nearly blafted all my hopes of de¬ 
liverance from, this floating prifon; and 
which, of cohrfe, threatened to limit my 
life to a very few weeks or days, as I had 
for fome time been alarmed with dange¬ 
rous fymptoms of the fea-fcurvy. A cer¬ 
tain degree of firmnefs and management 
was neceflary to overcome the obftinacy 
of that drunken blockhead, and the con¬ 
ceit of M. de la Combe, My honeft 
fellow-fufferer, the Rev. Mr, Y-—e, was 
filent 
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filent and paffive, ready to adopt any mea- 
Hire which I fhould approve. I do not 
know that I ever r in my life, pradtifed ar¬ 
gument and addrefs with fuch effedt as I 
did on this oecafion: but it was neck or 
nothing. When I firft fpoke to the captain 
on the fubjedt of my enlargement,, he de¬ 
clared that it Was more than' h'is ; life Was 
Worth’* that I was committed to him as apri- 
foner, and enrolled as fuch in the difpatcheS 
both at Mauritius and Bourbon * and that 
•he had received Orders not to touch at, the 
■ Cape on account of his prifoners. I afked 
him, if I had not paid for my paffage ?— 
“ Yes, Sir.” “ Have I not confequently 
the fame privileges that other paffengers 
have?” . “ Affuredly Sir.” — “ If any of 
the French, gentlemen chofe to quit yout 
Ihip, and to releafe you from refunding 
any part of the paffage-money * would 
you, or could you, prevent him from 
doing fo ?” “ No, Sir, I believe I coi$d 
not.” Then, having paid for my paffage* 
I am not to be confi-dered as a prifoner, 
oer have! committed* anycrimei therefore, 

• ‘ . . if 
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if you dare to detain me on board againft 
my confent, the firft Englifh fhip that 
comes along-fide, will, when I tell my 
ftory, feize your fliip and yourfelf ■, and if 
there be no war between France and Eng¬ 
land, will carry you into fome Britifh port 
to make good any damages : but if there 
be a war, your ufage of me will undoubt¬ 
edly, as foon as it is known, awaken the 
refentment of my countrymen, and difpofe 
them to make fev'ere retaliation on you or 
others, even if I Ihould endeavour to dif- 
fuade them. • 

These confiderations had a fenfible ef¬ 
fect on the captain’s countenance and lan¬ 
guage. I immediately improved the advan¬ 
tage I had gained, by telling him, that 
I would date my cafe, and make my de¬ 
mand in writing, in the form of a letter 
addrelled to him, that he might fummon 
his officers and paflengers to a confultatiort 
upon it and that their determination 
(ihould it be favourable to me) being pro¬ 
perly recorded and authenticated, would 

Vor. I, M be 
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be a juftiikation of his condudt, in cafe the 
fhip fhould not be taken before fhe fhould 
arrive in the European feas. To this he 
aflented: I wrote a very ftrong letter, 
urging my claim from the laws of nations, 
the principles of common juftice, and the 
Rate of my health. The council fat—the 
procureur du Roy pleaded, and within lefs 
than an hour it was unanimoully decided, 
that I ought not to be detained on board 
again ft my inclination ; and it was re- 
folved, that I was at liberty to embark on 
board any neutral fhip. I fhall take leave 
of the Abbe Fontaine with pain. I am 
pleafed and flattered by obferving, that this 
excellent perfon thinks on our approach¬ 
ing feparation with regret. When-he re¬ 
ceived me on the gangway, on my return 
from on board the. Danifh fhip, his eyes 
difcovered how largely I had fhared in his 
affedtions.—“ I fee, faid he, by your coun¬ 
tenance, that you have fucceeded with the 
Dane.” Madame de la Combe fhed tears, 
and her two children cried. I was not 
furprifed that the children did, becaufe I 
fhewed 
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fliewed an attachment to them, and often 
fed them. 

I had a fmart oppofition to encounter 
on board the Danifh veffel, which origi¬ 
nated from that ftridt neutrality fhe was 
inftrudted to obferve. It was with diffi¬ 
culty that I obtained leave to go on board, 
even as a vifitant. Had I not had the good 
fortune to meet with a very fenfible and 

liberal perfon in Mr. B-d, who was 

fuper-cargo, and alfo one of the owners of 
the fhip, my arguments §om treaties* 
laws, and cuftoms, would have had but 
little influence on the mind of my other 
countryman the captain. 

The fecond officer, a real Dane* ac¬ 
companied me back to dine in the Favoru 
We fhall take leave of this fhip imme¬ 
diately, as the defert is ferved, and the 
coffee with its chaffeur ordered quickly* 
to gratify my defire of enlargement. 
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My next letter will be from the coun¬ 
try of Mynheers and Hottentots. Adieu, 
my dear coufin — may God continue to 
guide your thoughts, words, and actions! 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXII. 


The Honourable W. H-s, Efq. Go¬ 

vernor General, &c. &c. in Calcutta. 


In the Town Prifon of Port Lewis, Ifle of France, 
17th November, 1778. 

W E arrived in Pondicherry road on 
the 5th of Auguft. The papers 
that accompany this letter \5pll give you an 
idea of the treatment which Mr. Y—e 
and myfelf have received, from that time 
until now. What might have been im¬ 
proper to have mentioned in thofe papers, 
I (hall now take the liberty of laying before 
you. • • • 

It feems evident that France had 
long meditated a blow in the Eaft, and 
that it was the prompt and vigorous mea- 
fures adopted, on your part. Sir, which 
alone prevented it. Some time before my 
M3 departure 
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departure from France, in the month of 
January laft, the Confolantefrigate brought 
fecret intimation, that a treaty was conclu¬ 
ded with Hyder Ally by M. St. Lubin, 
the French minifter, hoftile to the Nabob 
of Arcot and the Englifh Eaft-India Com¬ 
pany, to which the'Rajah of Tanjore had 
alfo acceded. We arrived at Bourbon on the 
23d of June. Here feveral eircumftances 
concurred to imprefs our minds with an 
idea, that either hoftilities had already been 
begun by the French in India, or that a 
rupture would foon happen, in which they 
would be tlje aggreffors. The captain of 
the port declared that he came on board 
under the ftrongeft apprehenfions that the 
Brijbn was an Englifh man of war, which 
might carry him prifoner to India. Here 
M. de Chefeaux, commander of our fhip, 
to our great aftonifhment, exhibited to the 
Governor of Bourbon pofitive orders from 
th?: QommilTary of L 5 Orient, not to fnfeg • 
the two Englifh paffengers to land j and 
it appeared, farther, that he had obliged 
himfelf, by writing, to obey tbat injunc- 
' tion,. 
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lion. A gentleman at St. Paul’s had the 
candour to tell me, that if he Ihould take 
charge of my letters for France, to be fen t 
by the {hip Fitz-Jantes; then hourly ex¬ 
pected, he might be called upon to pro¬ 
duce them. Dr. C—n, who brought 
fome letters to Mr. Y—e for his friends' 
in Bengal, delivered them into his hands 
open j for it was probable, he faid, that 
all papers would undergo an examination 
at Pondicherry. One of our French paf- 
fengers, who was an utter Granger in India, 
told me, that before he left France, he 
was allured of a military commiffion in 
the fervice of an Indian prince in alliance 
with France. And it was aflerted as a faCt 
at Bourbon, that the Sartine, commanded 
by M. Coronat, with all her {lores and 
ammunition, were fold to Hyder Ally. 

I know not whether I ought to mention, 
that M. Bellecombe 
and his officers were, or pretended to he, 
well acquainted with the moll fecret refo* 
lutions in the fupreme council of Bengal j 
M 4 thofe 
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thofe in the council of Madras ; and with 
all the intimations, orders, and news that 
came by the packets from Suez. They 
fay, that the Governor General had twice 
protefted in council againft hoftilities, but 
that Mr. Barwell, who hated the French 
nation, was violent, and obtained a ma¬ 
jority in oppofition to the governor’s fenti- 
roeflts; that Governor Rumbold, General 
Munro, and Commodore Sir Edward Ver¬ 
non, had in like manner entered their proteft 
againft the orders of the fupreme council, 
for'befieging Pondicherry ; that the houfe 
of M. Guinett, a French furgeon in the 
Black Town, is a receptacle of fpies j that 
if Pondicherry fhall be reduced, a M. Mo- 
racin is to refide in Sadras, and a M. de 
Larche in Madras, and that through them 
all intelligence is to pafs. M* de Larche 
is a native of India, and will not, they fay, 
■be confidered as a French fubjedt. It is 
Certain that there are, 
and wellrinformed fpies lurking in all the. 
Englilh fettlements, 


J think; 
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I think it right to acquaint you> that 
there is a fcheme in agitation, which, asfoon 
as the Flamand /hall be refitted, will pro¬ 
bably be executed. It is intended to take 
pofleffion of the fmall ifland of Mambaze, 
in -latitude 4 0 South, on the Eafi: coaft of 
Africa. The Portuguefe were driven from 
this ifland by the Arabians. It will be ex¬ 
ceedingly convenient for French ’traders, 
as a place of refrefhment j it will be of 
great advantage in the negro, ivory, amber, 
and gold trade, and for carrying on a com¬ 
merce with the Red Sea. It is needlefs to 
take notice how much fuch an e/labli/h- 
inent would be injurious to the Engli/h 
commerce in the Arabian gulph, as well 
as to our navigation through the channel 
of Mofambique. I refer you for an ac¬ 
count of the prefent Rate of thefe iflands 
to the enclofed papers. I expedt to find 
an opportunity of conveying this .letter 
from Bourbon to'the Cape of Good Hope,' 
where I /hall write a poftfcript. 


LETTER 
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LETTER. XXIII. 


To — -- -——, Efqrs. London. 


Cape of Good Hope, tft Feb. 1779. 
MY DEAR FRIENDS* 

O N the 15th of January I embarked 
in a Daniflh fnow, which came to 
anchor here on the 22d. The hiftory of 
my imprifonment and correfpondence with 
perfons of various defcriptions, could not 
be given in a Angle letter without infinite 
time and labour. I therefore refer you, 
for niany particulars, fome of which you 
may think not unimportant, to copies of 
letters I wrote to different perfons on 
former occafions, 

The F rench adminiifration certainly aim 
at recovering their former influence, and 1 
extending their commerce, in Hindoftanj 
. . . a refolution 
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a refolution from which nothing can divert 
them, but the conqueft.of their African 
iflands. The Company and the British 
government cannot, therefore, be too quick 
and adtive in concerting the means for at¬ 
taining this end. Should the redudtion of 
the French fettlements in thefe Teas, be¬ 
come an objedt to the government of Great 
Britain, I would furnifh feveral obferva- 
tions which might be of ufe in making 
fuch arrangements in thofe iflands, as would 
contribute at the fame time to the fatis- 
fadtion of the inhabitants, the advantage of 
the company, andtheinterefl: of the Britifh 
nation. 

At length Pondicherry is reduced, after 
a brave refiftance by an handful ©f men* 
defended in many places only by new 
•tnud-walls, I am not a military man, nor - 
do I pretend to military fldll: but in 
:warm, and indeed in all remote countries, 
whatever be their climate, the flow'ap^ 
proacheg pradtifed in Europe againft regu¬ 
lar fortifications, are extremely injudicious 
the 
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the number of men loft in a general ftorm, 
being always, far fhort of the multitudes 
deltroyed by bad nourifhment, inclemency 
of weather, and continual fkirmifhes in a 
long fiege: befides, that delays ever dif- 
courage the befiegers, and give confidence 
to the befieged. To thefe confiderations 
may be added, the rifque incurred, in flow 
approaches, of being obliged to raife the 
fiege ; a neceflity to which the Englifh 
army, before Pondicherry, might have been 
reduced, if relief had been fent to the gar- 
rifon of that town, either from Hyder 
Ally of from Europe. I anxioufly wifhed 
to be on fhore, becaufe, having learned the 
ftate of the place befieged, I could have 
given ufeful information to thofe who be¬ 
fieged it } and particularly, could have 
pointed out two places where • afiaults 
(feints in the mean time being made in 
others) would have fo divided the fmall 
force that defended Pondicherry, that 
it muft' foon have been obliged to fur- 
jrender. 


I THINK 
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I think I do no differvice to the Eaft 
India Company, when I declare to you, 
gentlemen, that in my humble opinion, 
confequences the mod dangerous to the 
Britifli commerce in Alia, are to be dreaded 
from the public and private infults that are ■ 
offered with impunity to the Nabob of the 
Carnatic. The French, Dutch, arid Danes, 
are well informed of the indignities that 
prince fuffers within his own domini- 
©ns, from attornies, private merchants, 
and even his own military officers. Can 
a prince, within his own territories, be 
legally fued for debts by common aSlions ? 
or, is it confident with good policy, and 
the dignity of fo refpedtable a body cor¬ 
porate as the Englifh Eaft India Com¬ 
pany, to fuffer a common attorney of the 
mayor’s court, to write infolent and me¬ 
nacing letters to the fovereign lord of the 
Carnatic, of whom the company hold ma¬ 
ny of their poffeffions ? Would the; Na¬ 
bob’s own officers in the town of Madras 
flop the young Nabob’s carriage, perfon- 
ally abufe him with the lowefl and moft 
fcurrilqus 
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fcurrilous language, and even threaten to 
firike him, if a. wife and juft govern¬ 
ment were eftablifhed in that prefidency? 
Let us recoiled!:, that the young prince, 
who was thus inful ted, is general of all 
his father’s forces: And is the prefent a 
time to deilroy that mutual confidence 
and efteem which ought ever to fubfifi: be¬ 
tween a general and his troops, and with¬ 
out which, vidtory over a foreign enemy is 
facrificed to internal diftruft and difien- 
fion ?—A mind, in the vigour of youth, 
is not always proof againft repeated in- 
fults, even in • ’countries where princes 
are regarded not as demi-gods, but as men, 
by their fubjedts; and where ftate and 
pomp do not, as in Alia, conffcitute the fe- 
curity and ftrength of government, flow 
mortifying then’ muft it be to a prince, 
bending under the weight of years, his 
treafui-es, body, and mind, exhaufted in 
the defence of his country and fervice 
of his allies, inftead of receiving Afiatie 
veneration, to be treated,with contempt? 

a degradation is infinitely more pain- 
- fhl 
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ful to a feeling, elevated, and princely 
mind, than death. In fupporting this 
weight of affii&ion fo long, the Nabob has 
exhibited fortitude almoft more than hu¬ 
man. ‘Time will difclofe to the Eaft In¬ 
dia Company, the qualities of that prince, 
and difcover alfo, perhaps when it is too 
late, how groffiy they have been abufed by 
mifreprefentations of fadts and circum- 
ftances. After fo old, fo firm, fo ap¬ 
proved an alliance, the fyjiem of expedi¬ 
ency mow adopted, is indelicate, and new 
experiments may prove dahgerousv^In 
the mean time, it would be good policy 
in the company to concert with the old 
prince the choice of his fucceffor: a mea- 
fure that may be necelfary to prevent civil 
or family controverfies at a time when dis¬ 
union and diffidence, or even delays or 
incapacity, might fuggeft dangerous ideas, 
and ftir up foreign commotions on the 
coafl: of Coromandel. — Hereditary right 
is not limited in Afia, as in Europe, to 
feniority. It is, in many cafes, thought 
enough, that dominion pafs into the hands 
: jo of 
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of one of the family to whom it origin¬ 
ally belonged. 

I OFFER thefe fentiments with free¬ 
dom, being fully perfuaded that they are 
juft. I have learned them from much 
converfation with well-informed foreign¬ 
ers ; and am convinced of their propriety, 
from a knowledge of the political and 
commercial views of the rivals and ene¬ 
mies of the Britifh nation.-—I wifti the 
company knew how feelingly the French 
lament the original error of Monfieur 
Dupleix, in not having formed a connec¬ 
tion withMahomed-Ali-Cawn, rather than 
with pretenders and ufurpers. A know¬ 
ledge of this fa£t, would enhance the me¬ 
rit of the Nabob, and ftrengthen their at¬ 
tachment to his perfon and family. 

Adieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIV. 

To J—~ M——, Efq. London. 

Cape of Good Hopfe, lotK Feb; 177$ 
MY DEAR SIR, 

H AVING unexpeftedly become Con¬ 
fidentially acquainted with perfons 
of feme rank here, I am confirmed in no¬ 
tions I had long entertained of your neigh¬ 
bours of the amphibious kind, which I 
{hall take the opportunity that now of¬ 
fers, of communicating, to you; 

It is feme years fince I could clearly 
perceive that Amfterdam leaned unnatu¬ 
rally towards France, againfi; Britain. Rot¬ 
terdam, the Hague, and the other towns 
of Holland, are otherwife difpofed; but the 
influence of Amfterdam is great, and the 
Dutch Eaft-India Company have very iii- 
Voi. I. N confiderately 
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confiderately thrown their weight into the 
fame feale. The broils with America, 
which Holland has warmly promoted, 
together with French intrigues, have fet 
Dutch politics in motion for fome time 
paft: "and I can affure you, that the Superior 
of this eftablifhment has declared, in con¬ 
fidence, “ that the States will endeavour to 
keep a neutrality between the contending 
parties,- but, if forced to depart from that 
fyfitem, that they will declare for France." 
To.the perfons from whom I had this in¬ 
telligence, I gave it as my opinion, that' 
both -the; .French and English nations' 
would concur in the-.fame meafore, not' 
to.§llowHolland to mikhthecow,” asfhe 
did laft war. -1 took the liberty of adding, 
that the people of that renowned republic, 
had firangely-renounced thofe found max-, 
ims of policy which had formerly directed' 
their public conduit. I fhall give you the: 
fph#anco of the political leitures I have’ 
been -oecafionally giving to the Dutch at-- 
this place, £ nee-my arrival hither. 
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The rival ihip of England, I reprefentecf, 
was not likely to produce any new .difad- 
vantages to the Dutch, unlefs they them- 
felves ihould wantonly provoke them: 
whereas France, with greater advan¬ 
tages than England poffeffed, arifing 
from local and other circumftances, was 
bending all her efforts, not only to fecure 
the means of being the manufacturer and 
carrier of her own wants and luxuries, 
but alfo of participating largely in the 
commerce and navigation of other nations• 
that the French nation,, even to a man, 
detefted a Dutchman, becaufe his perfon, 
ideas, manners, religion, and the civil con- 
ffitution of his country, were all of them 
diametrically oppofite to their own; that 
they would give no more of their confidence 
to the Dutch, than policy and intrigue rem- 
dered neceffary during the period in which 
they were driving their own points ; an 
infincerity of conduct fimilar'to that which 
they themfelves, in fpite of the abilities 
and philofophy of Dr. Franklin, were one 
day to experience in the Americans.—I 
N 2 declared. 
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declared, what I knew to be truth, that 
the French had fuccefsfully raifed the true 
cinnamon, cloves, mace, and nutmegs, 
in the Ifle of Mauritius*; and had fent 
plants to Cayenne , all itolen from Ceylon, 
Amboyna, and Banda. Such were the happy 
effe&s of Dutch partiality and French 
treachery ! I urged, farther, the vail fums 
which Holland had entrailed in the Eng- 
liih funds ; and could not imagine they 
would' break, through that bond of attach¬ 
ment, if a total change ihould not take 
place in their very natures, if they ihould 
not become Completely mad. While open 
war or fecret jealoufies fubfifted between 
the houfes of Aujiria and Brandenburgh , 
France could never penetrate into Hol¬ 
land; whereas every port, corifequently 
the whole trade and navy of Holland, 
would be expofed to the naval power of 
Great Britain, &c. &c. 

• It was fuppofed that there would be (hipped home 
this year, from the King’s garden alone, 10,000 lb. weight 
of cinnamon, 2,ooolb. -weight of cloves, befides confider- 
able quantities of other fpices. 


Wha^ 
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What effedt my political ledtures will 
have on the minds of my Dutch friends, 
I do not know. I fufpedt that it will be 
much the fame with that which is com¬ 
monly produced by lectures in morality 
and theology. But while I forefee the 
part the Hollanders will probably take 
in that conteft which is likely to difturb' 
the world, I have the fatisfadtion of 
being convinced, that they are not thofe 
formidable enemies they are commonly- 
imagined to bej and that, fhould they 
venture on war, they will fqon repent of 
their ralhnefs, and wifli for nothing fo 
much as for peace with England. 

You may be allured, my friend, that 
there is not a government on earth which, 
with fo much art and fuccefs, conceals 
from public view, and in fome meafure 
even from itfelf, the dangerous precipice 
over which it is fufpended, as the High, 
and Mighty States of Holland. When it 
falls, as it mtrft do, pofterity will be loft 
jn enquiring into the circumftances which 
N 3 ferved 
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ferved fo long as props to the. bafelefs 
fabric. ■ 

It is well known, that of all the branches 
of Dutch commerce, that with India has 
ever been confidered, both by themfelves 
and foreign nations; as the chief. It was 
this that enabled them, to Contend with 
fuccefs. againft Philip II.- and Philip III, 
of Spain, the moft powerful monarch s of 
the age in which they lived. The gold of 
the weftern world, and the renown of the 
Spaniih name, were oppofed in vain to the 
riel* productions of the Eaft, and the per- 
fevering induftry of an' infant republic, 
contending for religious and civil liberty. 

That branch of commerce which ff'rft 
exalted them, the Dutch nation hill regard 
as the chief fource of their wealth. It is 
this that is the grand fupport of their hope 
and iheir pride. They well know* that ift 
an' enlightened age they cannot enjoy 
thofe advantages which in times of obfeu- 
rity they derived from pfUdfence-, perfeve- 
rance, 
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ranee, and-refolutianj and above alt/ from? 
neceffity, -the mother of invention ■, -arid' 
diftrefs, the parent.of-virtue. -The- nati’oW 
of Europe do, many-of themy-manufaTure 
or import thofe' articles theiiifelves, with* 
which they were- formerly'Supplied froth 
Holland.- The rocks of .S-tv Etiftatius’ahd-' 
Saba, and- the fand-barik Curacoa, are'- 
adapted only to the clandeftine trade to- 
which they have been made fubfervient,- 
againft the faith' of nations and - of 
Their fettlements between the Oronooke 
and the Amazon, oh the centinent-of South 
America, have, by a conduct unworthy of 
the defendants of thofe who fought for 
religion, liberty, and justice, under the 
banners of the firft William Prince of 
Grange, fallen into a dilcredit,- which,' 
added to the expenfive labour of draining- 
and -clearing the'land, the maintenance of 
lubordination among flaves on a continent, 
and that unhealthfulnefs of climate which 
has proved fatal to procreation, threatens 
the decline of-this once pl*o nailing colony.- 
It-is to alone that “the Dutch look; 

- - N 4 with 
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With fpnd hopes of drawing the tpean* 
of private and public profperity. But 
when the famed eftablijhments pf the 
Dutch in* the Eaft are ftripped of their 
falfe glare and external ornaments, a poor 
emaciated body appears, with all the iymp- 
tpms pf a galloping confumption. Their 
Eaft-India trade has elevated them into an 
air tqo fine for the refpiratiqn of fuch 
heavy bodies, and threatens to hurl them 
back intp thpir original morafs. 

The numerous commercial eftablifh- 
meats and colonies of Holland in the 
Baftern hemifphere, were wrefted from 
the Pprtuguefe by treachery and force of 
arms; or ufurped from the native pro¬ 
prietors by afiaffinations, perfidy, and pp- 
preffion; the fettlement at the Cape of, 
Good Hope, alone is an exception, which 
the jufticp of a furgeon purchafed from the 
Hptt^ptQts for about 4,000 1 . in merchar^ 
dize. The Englifh Eaft-India Company, 
among others, were obliged to fubmit to 
gdts, of barbarity from thofe avaricious 
ufurpers, 
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ufurpers, which gives them at this mo¬ 
ment a right to revive a dormant claim or 
fome of their moil valuable fpice-fettle-? 
naents. I fhall, perhaps, hereafter fhew 
the praflicability of laying open the fpice- 
trade to other nations as well as the 
Dutch, and demonftrate the peculiar ad¬ 
vantages that would thence accrue to the 
Britifh nation and Englifli Ead-India 
Company. At prefent I fhall content my- 
felf with dating the profits which arife 
from the fpice-trade alone, and fhew, not- 
withflanding,' the declining- date both of 
the Dutch nation and Eaft-India Com-' 
pany % ■ 

Upon the whole, the republic of Hol¬ 
land, that famous ftrudture which excited 
the admiration and jealoufy of Europe, 
Ijas bepn undermined by its own degene¬ 
rate offspring. That power which fet 
limits to the fea, and even invaded her 

* The calculation which was here introduced, the 
reader will find in the Appendix, under the letter A, p. r. 
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Bounds, will fpeedily vanifh like a vifiori. 
It is laid,’that one- evident fyihptom of a 
confumptive conftitution, is an infenfibi- 
lltyof its declining Hate. This is exactly 
the cafe of Holland: a people who under¬ 
hand the rules of calculation, the princi¬ 
ples of politics, the; nature of commerce, 
and the various fprings which give vigour 
and permanency to all other powers in 
Europe, cannot, of will not, Behold their 
Own rapid declenfion. 

• So rapacious is the avarice, and un-* 
bounded the ambition of this Republic, 
that ihe feeretly labours to deftroy.an.6ld. 
and faithful ally, regardlefs of that certain 
deftrudion to herfelf, which muft flow 
from fo ftrange a condud. Whether Great 
Britain fhall have a profperous of an un¬ 
fortunate- iflue out of her prefent troubles, 
who can tell? But this we may predid, 
with a confiderahle degree of certainty** 
that if Holland ftiould declare againft Eng¬ 
land, (he would thereby only haften her 
own deftrudion. Before England becomes" 
* bankrupt. 
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bankrupt, Holland will be ruined. Eng¬ 
land has refources which 'will enable Her* 
to emerge from a fea of troubles ; whereas 
Holland, with all the qualities of an am¬ 
phibious animal, once immerged, will 
never rife, again. To aggravate her mif- 
fortunes, they will be of her own feeking, 
and file will fall, unpitied and unlamented. 
What would appear venial in the condud: 
of other nations, in that of Holland will 
be thought unpardonable.. Impatient of 
tyranny, the founders ; of that Republic re- , 
lifted the opprefiive power of Spain, with 
a fpirit and perfeverance which adorned 
human nature, and which could have been 
infpired only by a regard to religion, and a 
love of freedom and juftice.—Their dege¬ 
nerate offspring, without a lhadow of pro¬ 
vocation, exercife on others fuch oppref- 
fions as thofe againft which their brave 
anceftors took up arms .with, glorious fuc- 
eefs: and .the impartial tribunal of the 
Omnipotent is likely to difplay its juftice, 
by making that avarice and'ambition which 
5 


were 
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were the fource of their crimes, the means 
of their deftru&ion. 

T He vain, pompous, and ridiculous ftate 
diiplayed by the Dutch Eaft-India Com¬ 
pany in Batavia, together with thofe nu- • 
merous governments by which they main¬ 
tain their oppreflions, has not only diverted 
the direftors in Europe of their conftitu- 
tional authority, and transferred it to their 
fervants in Alia, the mighty lords of their 
own creation j but has devoured, or di¬ 
verted into private channels, that gain 
which arifes from their ufurpation, but 
which might have been obtained by means 
lefs oppreffive, and more confonant to 
juftice. 

From thofe ideas of imaginary power, 
influence, and wealth, expected from the 
trade with India, proceeded, flrfl: the ne¬ 
glect, and then the entire abolition of 
manufadures, which, in an artificial coun¬ 
try like Holland, is the only fource of po¬ 
pulation, 
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pulation. The fame falfe ideas have in¬ 
troduced luxury, and a fpecies of mixed 
affectation, partaking of the frivolity of the 
airy Frenchman, and the auftere, haughty 
referve of-the free-born Englifh. From 
thefe two fatal caufes, the introduction of 
luxury, and the decay of manufactures, the 
United Provinces have been gradually de¬ 
populated, and the principles of their in¬ 
habitants have greatly degenerated. Indo¬ 
lence and pleafure, the parents of idlenefs 
and corruption, have undermined the foun¬ 
dations of a republic which was founded 
on indufiry, temperance, and frugality. 

- The population and wealth of this cele¬ 
brated republic, are now almoft wholly con¬ 
fined within the gates of two cities : I mean 
Amfterdam and Rotterdam. The Hand¬ 
ing army of the States General, in times of 
profound.peace, confifting of 38>ooo ef¬ 
fectives, contain not in that number 2,000 
natives. The navigation of the republic 
'is carried on by a number of feamen, of 
, which' 
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which three-fourths are foreigners. Her 
navy confifts of 87 ffiips of war, in good 
condition, which lie in feveral different 
ports, creating daily expences, finking the 
intereft of their capital, and the capital it- 
felf by degrees. 

■ But notwithftanding this apparently 
formidable navy, it has been .found 
impracticable to man a fifty-gun fiiip 
within a fhorter time than four months, 
even in times of peace, with'all the en¬ 
deavours of the ableft and moft adive of¬ 
ficer in the feryice of the States *■; and 
when fhe went to fea, out of about 450 
reputed' feemen, the captain and his offi¬ 
cers could not mufter twenty-five men ca¬ 
pable of actual duty. Mercenaries are a 
•temporary, but precarious aid, having no 
fettlements in the'country they ferve, no 
families, no, attachments: and whofe pe- 

, f Captain May, an Englilhmip, whofe fervice in Hol¬ 
land is a real lofs, in a two-fold fenfe, to his native country, 
which, he fineerely loves. . 


cumary 
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cuniary acquisitions, like a balance o£ 
trade, tend ultimately to impoverish ‘ th». 
date in which they have been acquired-, 
and to enrich thofe. to which they are 
tranfported. It may be alked, of what 
mighty advantage is their extenfive navy 
to the United Provinces, without feamen, 
on whom they can depend, and without- 
a poffibility of arming a Ship of the line 
in any port of Holland ? From Amder- 
dam, their great port, a Ship of war mull 
be conduced, out of the harbour without 
mads, fails, rigging, guns, ftqres, provi¬ 
sions, or even, ballad, being buoyed by a, 
machine which they call a camel. Thus 
expofed, might not the port of Amfter- 
dam, wherein near half the navy of Hol¬ 
land is equipped, and which is the mart 
of four-fifths of its whole trade, be Shut- 
tip by two light frigates ? And if fo, how- 
much is- the Dutch nation at the mercy of, 
Britain ? 

The- boafted wealth of Holland is unb* ( 
verfally mifconceived, and is a great mea-*, 

. < ; fure 
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fure imaginary. Her extenfive trade is 
carried on by a circulation, whereof credit 
is the balls; and that credit is founded 
on a tenure more vague than even its 
Eaftern fpeculations, becaufe it is blended 
with the profperity and honour of other 
nations, and becaufe the Republic wants 
power to enforce its claims, in cafe of any 
delinquency ariling from injuftice, caprice, 
or neceffity. 

The decline of manufactures has thrown 
the whole command of the wealth of this 
country into the Judaic hands of fubtle 
brokers of Amfterdam. Thefe men con- 
fpire with negotiators to promote their 
mutual advantage, at the expence of their 
ignorant, and often milled, cquntry con- 
ftituents, by over-rating the value, and 
enhancing the price of fecurities, over and 
above their eltablilhed commiffions. 

The general and f articular Hates and 
corporations of the United Provinces, have 
contracted, debts-equal to-eighty millions 
3 of 
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of Britifh pounds, at a very low rate of 
intereft. Foreign nations have contracted 
debts in Holland nearly equal, (including 
the property which the Dutch poffefs in 
the Britifh flocks) for which they pay a 
higher rate of intereft. Thefe two fums 
are the imaginary property of the indivi¬ 
dual fubjeCts of the Republic, except fuch 
fums as they have negociated in Antwerp, 
and other neighbouring towns and dates 
in Germany, which by right fhould be 
deducted out of the calculation. The 
difference between the intereft paid by the 
general and particular ftates of the United 
Provinces, and that which is paid to them 
by foreigners, is the fund whereon the 
people fubfift 5 the profits and commiffiOns 
of merchants and brokers being ingroffed 
by a few individuals % and agriculture not 
being fufficient to furnifh bread and ani¬ 
mal food to a fixth part of the inhabitants. 
On the foundation of thefe loans, and the: 
negociation of addons, or obligation's cir¬ 
culated from hand to hand as articles of 
commerce, are the vaft fpeculations of the! 

Von. I. O mercantile# 
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mercantile, calculating geniufes of Hol¬ 
land formed. ■ The fpecies of gold, filver, 
and copper in the country, cannot amount 
to ten millions fterling: the annual circu¬ 
lation may be computed, moderately, to 
be three hundred-millions fterling, exclu- 
five of nominal flock-jobbingthat is, 
the entire coinage circulates in idea thirty 
times in every year. The coins of 
intrinfic value are not current by legal 
tale; and thofe that are legally current by 
tale, bear not any juft proportion to their 
current value ; fuch is the bafe quality of 
their,filver and copper coins. Hence it 
happens, that thofe of real value become 
articles of commerce, fluctuating in their 
value, and liable not only to mutilation, 
Jsut to tranfportation to other countries. 
They are therefore often re-coined, to the 
certain detriment of the country on which 
that lofs muft ultimately fall, which arifes 
from clipping, milling, and common wear. 
But this is a fpecies of policy favourable 
to circulation, and more fo to the bank of 
Amfterdam, whole directors, the city ma- 
giftrafes. 
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giftrates, haye contrived a municipal law* 
by which all foreign bills of exchange are 
paid in the bank ; whereas all demands on 
the bank are negociable only by transfers: 
a fyftem which multiplies circulation* ex¬ 
tends the influence of the bank, and art¬ 
fully conceals the application of the funds* 
which the credulous part of the world are 
taught to believe to be idly immured with¬ 
in the ftupendous walls of the ftadt-houfe. 
That muft be allowed to be a myfterious in¬ 
fluence indeed, which can add in an inftant 
from four to five per cent, to the value 
Of money lodged in that fabric } which 
the fame money could never be made to 
acquire in any other place, not in the 
ftrongeft repofitories, and under the moft 
watchful guards that can be conceived by 
human imagination,—To penetrate the 
art by which fuch an influence is to be 
acquired. Would doubtlefs be a difcovery 
equal to that of the philofopher’s ftone*. 

‘ * This magical increafe of value, they call the agio of 

the bank, 

O 2 THS- 
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The wealth and fecurity of Holland 
being thus dependent on the profperity 
of all the Hates in Europe who have bor¬ 
rowed her treafures, it is evidently her in- 
tereft to be the conflant mediator of peace. 
In behalf of Britain, efpecially, fhe fhould 
exert every nerve, becaufe at leafl two 
thirds of all her foreign loans are fecured 
on the credit of that nation: and although 
Ihe receives a lower rate of intereft from 
the Britifh funds than from the contracts of 
other nations, ihe ought to remember that 
it is the ready circulation which the fu-- 
perior credit of the Britifh funds aims 
yield, that gives life and vigour to all 
her mercantile purfuits. Suppofe then the 
Britifh nation a bankrupt, can the ten 
millions of a&ual fpecie in Holland al¬ 
ready veiled, or in circulation, but intrin- 
fically not worth eight millions, fupport 
alfo that circulation which arofe from 
near fifty millions in the Britifh funds, or 
fecured by Britifh fubjects ? It is the want 
of credit alone that can fhut up , for a time, 
the refources of Britain: and that want of 
•. credit 
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credit can only be brought about by Dutch 
irrefolution, inattention, ingratitude, or a 
mixture of all three. But if the public 
credit of Britain be ihaken, the commercial, 
•and of courfe the public credit of Holland 
will alfo be Ihaken; fince the credit of 
Holland depends on that of Britain. And 
farther, Britain, from her various refources, 
can ftruggle more effectually and longer 
with difcredit than Holland can, where 
credit is the only fpring of commerce; 
therefore Holland muft fall a facrifice to 
•her own perfidy and folly, before flie can 
•perpetrate her ungrateful purpofes ■ on a 
•great nation, who is even now her beft 
friend, and natural ally. But what if Eng¬ 
land, incenfed at the provoking behaviour 
of Holland, thould, on fome future occa- 
lion, fequefter the property which the fub- 
jeCts of that flate poffefs in the Britifh 
funds and corporate fecurities ? the exiffence 
of the Republic, as a commercial ftate, 
pauft inftantly come to a final period.— 
Woe ‘tp Amfterdam! infatuated by an un- 
' . 0 3 natural 
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natural attachment to France, although 3 
bankrupt upon her exchange, her jealoufy, 
ambition, and fuperior wealth, domineering 
over her piore moderate and juft, and lefs 
envious colleagues in the general States, 
unhappily for herfelf and for them, guide 
the reins which precipitate her country, 
firft into injuftice, and then into detrac¬ 
tion, , 

f have mentioned fome, but not all the 
fnftances in yyhic-h Holland has impofed 
on the eafy credulity of other nations. 
Her internal police has hitherto been con¬ 
ducted on the principles of wifdom and 
juftice : but the is in reality , as much un¬ 
acquainted with civil liberty, as the is op- 
prefled by taxes. There is not a govern- 
ment in Europe that exercifes internal 
tyranny more defpotically than the ma- 
giftracy of the United Provinces : nor any 
which exadts fq great a proportion of pri¬ 
vate, in order to fecure public property, 
gijt the? public revenue, as well as the in¬ 
ternal 
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ternal police of Holland, is admirably well 
conducted. It is levied in a manner 
worthy of the antient legiflators of the 
United Provinces, and fuitable to that at¬ 
tention which was formerly paid to com¬ 
merce and mercantile credit,, the bafis of 
the power and reputation of that nation. 
A deviation from thofe principles which 
govern the internal police and public re¬ 
venues of the Republic, would foon unite 
the Harlemermer and the Zuyder fea, in 
fpite of thofe narrow, unfubflantial arches 
which arrogantly labour to keep them 
afunder. The flimy fubftance which the 
torrents of the Rhine carry into the beds 
of'the canals of Holland, -and which of 
eourfe raife the waters with which they 
are filled to greater and greater heights, 
render it neceflary to raife, in. the 
fame proportion, the dykes within which 
they are confined: this will require 
more folid matter than-mixed ftrata of 
fend and loam, the remains of turf-pits 
O 4 mod 



pipit injudicioufly exhaufted -f*. The vio* 
lence of northern ftorms daihing againft 
the fapd-dykes which guard the coaits of 
Holland; the terrors of a junction between 
jtheMaefe and the Texel, and the Harlem 
arid Zuyder feas, will furniih inceffant emr 
ployment for the wealth as,well as the 
yigilan.ce of the Dutch; which, while it 
Will tend to curb their ambition and 
power, will render them ufeful examples 
of induftry and perfeyerance to their 
neighbours. ' 


Before I conclude this letter, the 
length of which I am afraid has already 
jsxhaufted your patience, I muft mention a. 
fad, which ihews the declining ilate of 
Dutch commerce and power in a manner 
fiill more ftriking than all the foregoing 
yeafoning. 


f The Dutch, to whom the fumes of pit-coal appear 
pqpally unhealthy and offenfive, have carried off, for the 
purpofe fif .fugl, that turfy foil which fapplied material? 
fgr thg if old dykes, and in piany places nothing is left but 
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The original eftablifhments of the 
Dutch company in Alia were fa. con- 
fiderable, and the mortality there fo great, 
that they required nearly an annual fup- 
ply of 5,000 recruits, to. uphold about 
7,000 effedtive Europeans in garrifons at 
the Cape of Good Hope, Java, Ceylon, 
the Malabar coaft, Coromandel coaft, Ben¬ 
gal, Sumatra, Molucca, Siam, and the 
Eaftern and Molucca iflands. Of late, ne- 
ceflity, not a fpirit of ceconomy, or lefs 
apprehenfion of danger, has forced them to 
fubmit to a reduction of, their whole Eu¬ 
ropean force in Afia to about 3,000 men, 
diftributed in their feveral garrifons thus, 
r—at the Cape, under 500 ; Java under 
1,000 Ceylon, about 500 j the eaft 
coaft of Hindoftan and Bengal, 250; 
the Malabar coaft, about 200; the coafts 
6f Sumatra, Malacca, and Siam, about 
150 } and the iflands of Borneo, Celebes, 
Ternante, Timer, &c. comprehending the 
Molucca fpice-iflands of Banda and Am- 
Jmyna, about 400. '■ s 
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P. S. One of the Emperor’s fliips, 
under the direction of Mr. Bolts, strived 
here a few days ago from China. She 
brings accounts, that another vefiel was to 
follow in the courfe of a month; that Mr. 
Bolts had been more fuccefsful in his 
enterprize than, had been expe&ed; and 
that Hyder Ally Cawn had ceded to the 
Emperor part of Mangalore. The Portu- 
guefe, according to the report of this Ihip, 
have offered a territory to his Imperial 
Majefty, for the purpofe of building a 
town ; and Mr. Bolts has eftablifhed a co¬ 
lony at Rio de la Goa on the eaft coaft of 
Africa, not far from the rooft eailerjy 
Dutch fettlemcnt in that quarter of the 
world ; but he is to remain in India for 
fame time longer, and then to return to, 
Europe by Suez. Four of the. Englilh 
Company’s, fhips were to have failed the 
frft of January. It is added, that almof; 
all the trading mandarins in Canton had 
become bankrupts, whereby many Euro¬ 
peans would be great fuiferers. This, 
laft 
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Jail article of intelligence, as J conceive, 
is a political mangeuvre of the Chinefe, 
previous to their fufpenfion of all Euro¬ 
pean commerce. 
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LETTER XXV. 

To J. M-—— Efqj London. 

Cape of Good Hope, 16th April 1779. 

T HIS is likely to be the laft letter 
which you will receive From me 
before I get to India. A Dutch Mercury 
(a prodigy!) hath undertaken, for the 
price of about fifty pounds, to tranfport 
me hence ; if wjihes could add velocity 
to the flight of that mejfenger, my pafiage 
would be a quick one. I am to em¬ 
bark in the /hip Mercure , Captain Duhne, 
on the 25th inftant, for Negapatnam, on 
the Coromandel coaft.—I have promifed 
a female relation in France, a particular 
account of my obfervations in this coun¬ 
try: She has a genius and underftand- 
ing, which education and a love of read¬ 
ing have improved above the generality 
of thofe of either-fex. I fhall mingle 
' ' defcription 
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defcription with- politics; and a copy of 
what I am to write for her entertainment, 
will carry on this narrative as far as it 
relates to the Cape of Good Hope. 

I am this inftant returned from accom¬ 
panying and taking leave of Mr. Daniel 
Harwell *, who had been captured in the 
fhip Ofterly, and is now embarked as- 
paffenger in one of the Dutch company’s 
fhips for Holland. I never part with an ac¬ 
quaintance, without feeling the impreflion 
of focial love, tinctured with melancholy, 
for fomp time after.—With the fire pe¬ 
culiar to a kindred climate, this - young 
gentleman polTeffes a large portion of 
good fenfe, ftrpngth of memory, dis¬ 
cernment, and political addrefs; -and I 
doubt not, from my obfervations on . his 
character, that with all his natural warmth 
of confti^ution and youthful propenfities, 
he is iftfriend to truth, to candour, and 
to honour. He lived in the fame houfe 

* This young gentleman was drowned on the coaft of 
Zealand, where the Ihip was wrecked, • ■ 

- with 
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with me fince the Tecond of March; afid 
I believe, that had we been longer toge¬ 
ther, I fhould have reaped advantages from 
many fenfible and judicious remarks in 
his converfation, although he has fome 
flights, and a forwardnefs in his deport¬ 
ment. I wrote you by him, merely to- 
make you acquainted with each other.— 
He was fond of reading, and digefted 
what he did read.—He furnifhed me 
With the means of perufing a work, which 
Be thought dry and infipid.—It is a work 
of great labour and ingenuity ; I had heard 
of it, and anxioufly defired to Tee it, be- 
caufe it treated of fuch commercial and 
political matters as have long furni£hed a 
fubjedt of fpecuiation in my folitude.— 
Thus have I, accidentally, had an op* 
portunity of curforily reading the laft and 
greatefl: work that hath yet appeared on 
the public ftage, from the inimitable 
penofBt. Adam Smith, “ On fhPmtitfe 
u and-cnufer of the‘wealth of natitim?’-^- 
It is a fpecies of vanity to fay, that I 
admire his di.lquifi.tions ; . and that they 
3 difcover 
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di{cover throughout, new and juft ideas, 
which enlighten the minds of his readers, 
even fo far as to arm them with argu¬ 
ments in oppofition to his own; and 
which, moft probably, would not have 
been conceived, had not his fuperior ge¬ 
nius ftruck out new lights to enlarge the 
mind, give fcope to the imagination, and 
draw afide the 'veil which, from the be¬ 
ginning of time, had obfcured the ob¬ 
jects of which he has treated.—It is a 
performance that every ftatefman an^Je- 
giflator fhould ftudy and digeft.*—Yet I 
have prefumed to differ in opinion, in 
a few inftances, from that great fource of 
knowledge. I have done it with refpedt- 
ful deference; and I fubinit my crude 
obfervations to your criticifm; but re¬ 
member, that I do it to a friend, and not 
to a critic *. 

Although I would not venture my 
perfon to the uncertain chance of a paf- 

; . * The obfervations are in the Appendix B. 

fage 



o8 


TRAVELS k. 

fage to India by the route of Batavia, I 
committed, under Dutch colours, three 
feveral letters to the G—■- G— in Bengal, 

and .to Mr.- S'-S--, a gentleman of 

polite education, abilities, and public con¬ 
fidence in Madras, with fuch informations 
as my peregrinations among the French, 
Dutch, and Danes, furnithed to my re¬ 
searches. In my letter to Mr. H——gs, 
I was particular in the defcription of the 
late naval engagement between the fqua- 
drojts under Sir Edward Vernon and the 
Cheyalier Tronjolly, of which I was a near 
and anxious fpedtator.-—I reprefented the 
very, dangerous intercourse which. ha;d been. 
carried on between the Englifh prefi- 
dencies and the French governors in 
Hindoftan j the prefent ftate and force of 
the French Iflands, with the Oppreflions 
exercifed by governor- de la Brillanne - x 
the political neceflity of conquering them, 
and the eafieft mode of effe£ting4j£> with 
manifeft advantages- to the inhabitants 
and the Britifh company and nation j the 
views of. France in: India, and on the 
ifiand 
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iiland Mombaze, on the eaft coaft of 
Africa i the exultations of the French, 
both -in Pondicherry and the ifiands, at 
the tfeUpe of' governor Chevalier from 
■ Chandernagore,* in whom the government 
Af FfanOe refted their chief dependence 
for political information and addrefs, for 
the purpofe of planning and executing 
their defigns in*India; and I took the li¬ 
berty of pointing out the dangerous confe- 
quences of fuffering either' M. Chevalier 
or M. Bellecombe to repair to Franck as 
the reptttaffon of M. Bellecombe was as 
diftinguiihed in arms as M. Chevalier was 
in politics. 

Being heartily wearied with writing, 
inftead of communicating various mat« 
ters which have occurred fince my ar¬ 
rival ‘here, I refer to the accompanying 
papers, N° 1 to 7—comprehending copies 
of letters to London, to the Hague, to 
France, to Madras, and to Bengal; their 
chief entertainment will be the intereft 
which you may have in what concerns 
Tot. I. P me. 



210 


TRAVELS in 
me, and the new ideas which many cir- 
cumftances will convey to your patriotic 
mind, concerning national affairs. At 
any - rate, they may ferve as memoran¬ 
dums to myfelf, if ever I have the good 
fortune to return to Europe j but let me 
■entreat you not to communicate my let¬ 
ters, unlefs partially, and under the facred 
.feal of confidence. This, however, hav¬ 
ing been originally underftood, it is un- 
, juft to furmife the contrary, and 

• „ , l am, &c. 


h'E>'T T-E R 
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LETTER XXVI. 


Mrs. —--, France; 


Afia, Peninfula of Indoftan, Negapatnam> 

ift July, 1779. 


MY DEAR MADAM* . 

I N fix letters, if fortune has granted 
; them a fafe. conveyance to your fair 
hands, you have had an unpleafant nar¬ 
rative of my peregrinations, from the time 
of our' parting until the latter end of 
January, when I arrived at the Cape of 
Good Hope. During my long refidence 
among the formal and dull inhabitants of 
that place, nothing occurred which, to 
your delicate tafte and fprightly imagina¬ 
tion, could have -been matter of enter¬ 
tainment. In that unfocial, inhofpitable, 
boorifh, and mercenary community, where 
every thing in human.form feems to be 
’ P 2 moved 
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moved mechanically by fprings and pen¬ 
dulums, there is an uninterefting fame- 
sefs, a tedious uniformity, barren of all 
incident and anecdotej and therefore not 
Very likely to fupply materials for the 
amufement of leifure, by fuch relations 
as might eafily fwell a letter from London 
or Paris, or moft other great towns in 
Enrobe. 

But though the unvaried courfe of 
life* and inanimated manners of the Dutch, 
afforded not matter for a feries of letters 
from the Cape; when I take a retrofpec- 
tiVe view of that fce’ne, and confider it aS 
ccfie objedi, it yield's fcope for various ob- 
fervations, which you may think not un- 
intereftiiig. The Mynheers-and Hotten¬ 
tots, together with the delightf&I'cduntry 
they poffefs, {hall- therefore* 'if I can*; 
contribute one. letter at leaft to your 1 
amu&rneht; which-, by the way, when $ 
write t^ you,- Madam, is not only 
©bjedt I have ih view* - I-‘4th0w you are 
capable' of-making ‘Ih^yfovefeiehts on my 
obfervations. 
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obfervations, and of reflecting knowledge 
on the author of your information. It 
will be the higheft fatisfaCtion to me, to 
be the inftrument of enlarging, in any 
degree, your knowledge of remote coun¬ 
tries, and of the various purfuits -of man¬ 
kind : objects which, I know, engage 
much of your attention ; though the fen- 
fibility of your nature, to the fortune of 
your fellow-creatures, renders accounts 
of human characters, coaduCt, and fate, 
of $11 other fpbje&V tp you the mo|| 
interesting. And la&ly, by writing to* 
you, I revive in my bread thofe pleafing 
fentiments which your prefence always 
infpired, and which abfeace has not d*- 
minified. 

I rmbar&ed at the Cape on board 
of a Dutch flaip bound for India, on the. 
evening of the 26 th of April, without 
regret, without an. involuntary figb, oj 
even the fecret application of an onion to 
farce diflembled tears. In the fhip I 
P 3 found 
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found every thing clean and neat, and 
plenty without extravagance or wafte. 
The captain and officers fupported com¬ 
mand by rule, without blufter or affeffced 
dignity; and by the fame law, a refpedt- 
ful deportment towards each other was 
preferred according to rank. Their mu¬ 
tual compliments, though neither high 
nor frequent, were without grin or gri¬ 
mace, plain and fincere. Had I been im¬ 
mured in a Carthufian friary, I could not' 
have been fubjedted to greater filence, 
than that to which I voluntarily fubmit- 
ted in this floating maiifion, withoutmur- 
muring. My inteftines were pretty well 
foufed, as every morfel I ate was pre¬ 
pared with vinegar. Such was the hard-? 
nefs of the bifcuit, that I muft have 
fared hard, if I had not been fortunately 
bleffed with good teeth. But compare, 
my friend, this account with my defcrip- 
tionS: of .the Briffbn, Pintade, and 'Favor?, 
and then judge, whether I ffiould.-not have 
reafpn to prefer twelve months imprifcm* 

■ -» - ■■ •: . ment 
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ment in a fihip of Mynheers to a confine¬ 
ment of as many days with the Monfieurs 
at fea. 

I shall forbear to defcribe the ftrong, 
athletic, clean forms of the uncivilized, 
but not favage, natives of the Niccabar 
illands, whom I faw with my eyes; or 
the elegant figures, beauty, and gal¬ 
lantry of the'fair dames of Mauritius and 
Bourbon, of whom the tyranny of M. 
de Bfillanne forced me to judge chiefly 
by report. I haften to entertain you with 
the defcription of a place where the foil 
is capable of yielding all the neceflaries, 
and many of the luxuries of life; where 
the climate and air favour not only 
the vital fundtions, but compofe the 
foul, and infpire a kind of chearful fe- 
renity.* 

Is it then in the'power of phyfical caufes 
to give happinefs ? Methinks I hear my 
fair relation reply, And can paradife, which 
loft by our firft anceftors, be in rea- 

1'4 lit 7 
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lity regained by redding in any part of 
this globe ?. JJndoubtedly I fhould np$ 
be happy in a folitary Rate, even at the 
Cape of Good Hope; but this I will af¬ 
firm,, after due reflection, that with the 
friends of my heart, I could be contented 
to fit down there for life. 

The eftablifhment which the Dutch Eafl: 
India company have made on either fide of 
the Cape of Good Hope, the extreme fouth¬ 
em point of that great continent which 
comprehends Europe, Afia, and Africa, ex7 
tends, according to computation, 450-mile? 
ea$ward and westward, and 250 toward? the 
north. To the honour of the Belgian race, 
let it be faid, that fince fir ft they atchieyed 
their independence by actions th + e mo# 
heroic, and perseverance the mpft won¬ 
derful in the annals of the world j they, 
for once, regulated their public condudt 
by the laws of jufiice : for the territpry 
in which th/sy planted the colony 
which I- now write,, they acquired by fair 

pfrcbajfe, without frauc^ without troche- 

1 r 
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ry, affaffination, or opprefiion. At the 
fame time it ought, in truth, to be re¬ 
membered, that this Jingle inftance of the 
equity of the United Provinces prevailing 
pyer the paffion of avarice, is owing not 
t& the virtue of the community fo much 
a§ to that of an individual, Mr. Van Rie- 
beck, a furgeon, who exercifed a power 
which devolved into his hands by chance^ 
according to his confcience, in purchafing 
\yith baubles, an unlimited poffeffien in 
a temperate climate, at A price below 
4,000!. fterling. Thus having fo advan¬ 
tageous a bargain, the Dutch dared, for 
once, to offend againft their nature, ancj 
be juff. 


In this extenfive domain, the power of 
hind nature forcing its way in fpite of the 
opprefiive genius of an exclufiye company, 
the population amounts nearly to 17,000, 
of fair European defcent, and about 30,000 
fiaves, Africans apd Afiatics. The Ab¬ 
origines of the country, wh6 are called Hot¬ 
tentots, and who are of a mild and tradta- 
1. ble 
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ble difpofition, have been eafily reduced to 
the condition of obedient fubjedts. They 
are a quiet and indffenfive people, ufeful 
to the Dutch in many refpedts, particularly 
in the management of flocks and herds of 
cattle. They have been very much mifre- 
prefented in Europe : and it is furprifing 
that the fidfcions which have been propagated 
concerning them, fhould fo long have gained 
credit in the world. It is not true that 
they are in the practice of eating raw fleih, 
or that they entwine their bodies with the 
entrails of cattle. They prepare their food 
with fire ; and their Clothing confifts of a 
drefled hide, which is tied like a collar 
round the neck, hangs down over the 
fhoulders near to the ground, and is broad, 
that it may be wrapt round the fore-part 
of the body: befides this, they wear an¬ 
other covering of ikin round the loins; 
which reaches half way down the thighs. 
Sometimes they have a cap for the head 
and fhoes for the feet of the fame materials. 
Their ihoes .are formed of a- piece of hide; 
drawn clofely about the foot with thongs 

z Pf 
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of the fame. Inftead of the rich oils ufed 
as ointment by the Afistics and fome Afri¬ 
can nations, the Hottentots anoint their 
bodies with the fat of cattle*.—All na¬ 
tions in the world, not European or of 
European defcent, ufe ointment of fome 
kind or other as a prefervative from the 
colds of winter, and a repellent of the 
heats of fumm'er. Even Europeans anointed 
themfelves in former times. The Mus¬ 
covites do fo ftill. . . 

; The Hottentots having few convenien¬ 
ces for bathing, and living in a climate 
where they are very frequently involved 
in clbuds of duft, have acquired habits 
of dirtinefs ; but their ikins, when, 
waflied, are clear, though fallow. They 
are in general .low of ftature. Their 
features have a famenefs in them, and are 
very hard. Their foreheads are promi- 

* The great Lord Bacon, who was not an Hottentot, 
prefcribes anointing with oil or butter, as a means of pro¬ 
longing human life.—ZV prolongation! mt&. 

'■ * ' ' ‘ tient. 
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neat, their cheek-bones high* their eyes 
funk in their heads, and dull, their nofes 
flat, their lips thick, their hair black and 
woolly. 

There is a ftraggling nation of Hot* 
ten tots, in very inland parts of tfie coun¬ 
try, who are mere favages, having neither 
flocks nor herds, houfes, huts, nor fettled 
residence. Thefe favages live by prey, 
and their abodes are caves, rocks, and 
trees. They ufe very little cloathing: 
fome maintain that they are cannibals; 
hut pf this I cannot affirm any thing 
with certainty. They are untameahle, 
and unmanageable by any means that have 
yet been tried. They refufe to converfe, 
as other uncivilifed nations readily do, by 
natural figns; and fcarcely deferye to be 
ranked among the human fpecies. They 
are, happily, very few in number, and are 
feldom to be feen in day-light. They 
make their depredations in the night;-like 
fo many wolves and tygers. 


It 
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It is evident that tire Dutch iettlemehts 
at the Cape, although they would appear 
in moft parts of the world extremely pros¬ 
perous, are yet by no means in fo floufifh- 
ing a ftate as they would have been> if they 
had not groaned under the heavy hand of 
the Eaft-India Company; who have been 
ftudious to difeOurage population, to crufh 
the fettle'rs, and to counteract, as much as 
poffible, the natural operation of a genial 
foil to enrich its poffeffors. From what 
the cblOnMS have done, even under the 
dil^r&g^n'dnt of a jealous- and ufijuft 
government, we may imagine what they 
would have accomplifhed in more fortunate 
earcttmftanees! What would have been the 
glorious effects of Dutch perieverance, ani¬ 
mated by the free fpirit of a Republic ! 
The' objects of monopolies are ever op¬ 
posite to the general profperity of the 
nations to which they belong. Their 
plans are not founded on the comprehe'n- 
five views of found policy, in which the 
chief ingredient is juftice, but on partial 
add harrow principles of felfilhnefs, wholly 


incom- 
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incompatible with the public welfare. The 
.Dutch Eaft-India Company adopted the 
plan of an eftabliihment on - the fouthern 
point of Africa, for no other purpofe than 
that it might ferve as a place of refrelh- 
ment to their Shipping in their Afiatic 
commerce. This end they have conftantly 
kept in view. The improvement of their 
territories in that part of the world is not 
their object. Their policy difcourages im¬ 
provements in this fettlement.: Were the 
Dutch domain about the Cape of Qood 
Hope improved and peopled to that degree 
of culture and population of which it is 
iufceptible, the _Eaft-India Company wall 
know that they would have reafon to trem¬ 
ble left their fovereignty over it ihould not 
be of long continuance. - 

The Cape has of late years become an 
important objedt to the Company in an¬ 
other view: fince the decline ©f their 
profits, by . the uncommon charges .which 
have fupported their ufurpationsj and their 
ambition, the directors have-made it a blind 

' : tO 



Europe, Asia, and Africa. 223 

to amufe the deluded'proprietors, andcre- 
dulous public, with falfeideas of folid 
flock apd gain. 

This country is capable of being made, 
by- the fimpleft means, a populous, com¬ 
mercial colony. Its pure and temperate 
climate is favourable to health, longevity, 
and population. Its foil, though not ap¬ 
parently rich, is, from the genial tempe¬ 
rature, of the air, and alternate dews and 
fun-fhine, fo kindly vegetative, that it nou- 
rifhejs-wijth little culture, and almoft fpori- 
taneoufly, whatever the huibandman, the 
botanift, the florift chufes to commit .to its 
bofom, Thus it is calculated to produce 
whatever is requifite to the encreafe of 
flocks, horfes, and cattle; and at the fame 
time to yield whatever is neceflary to the 
comfortable, fubfiftence of the human 
fpecies. r . • - .. . - 

Th e firft appearance of the face of the 
country, as well as of the foil, is unpro- 
mjflpg. The richeft fpots apd vales are 
... mixed; 
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mixed, and fometimes furrounded, by 
mountains and fandy deferts. But the 
even vallies, the gravelly foil, and the 
abounding droves of horned cattle and 
horfes, render the communication between 
one place and another neither difficult nor 
expenfive. The country being thus va¬ 
riegated, and Formed by the hand of fiatufe 
into feparate diftrifts* is riidfe delightful 
than if it had been an immenfe plain 
bounded only by the ocean. Mankind are 
naturally more attached to the places of 
■their nativity or habitation, when they are 
fituated' amidFfc deferts, and hills, and in 
fequ$ffefed vales', than when they lie in 
great cities or populous campaigns* The 
field or the grove in which their father’s 
fiockafehe fed, and to which his family 
refortfed, are embraced by tho' mind, after 
long abfence and bulling in the world, 
with a warm attachment: and the fe6hes 
of their earlieft and mod; innocent life, 
awaken, many an idea eompofbl M : ten- 
derhefi and pain. This ItffS' of n&iMfoil 
is- Hoi fo ardej^t in havB lived 

' all 
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all their lives in great towns, or in thofe 
flat expanfes fwarming with inhabitants* 
where every fcene is common to fhoufands* 
and where no natural boundaries mark out 
the peculiar haunt, the mountain* the vale* 
the river, the wood, or the rnarfb, facred 
to' the rural owner* and his kindred and 
domeftics. 

It is from this principle, I apprehend, 
that perfons who die at a diftance from 
their native village * or, if in higher life, 
from their native villa,, who have lived; 
perhaps, more than half the year in Paris. 
or London, when they feel themfelves 
drawing nigh to their latter end, requefl: 
their furviving friends to convey their 
bones to the country church-yard, the 
depofitory of their forefathers, rather than 
the proudeft maufoleum that the vanity of 
their friends might ereft for them in the 
city.—But I return, from this .melancholy, 
but not unpleafing digreflion, to the 
fouthern promontory of Africa, 

itot. L ThsT 
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The greatefl want of this country. Is 
that of timber for building, and even 
for fuel. The navigable rivers are Tepa- 
rated from each other by great diftances: 
but canals are more practicable here 
than in the low countries of Europe. 
The eaft fide of the promontory, and the 
inland parts, are the richeft, and capa¬ 
ble of the higheft cultivation. The two 
principal parts, I mean with regard to 
aftual - commerce, are 'Table Bay ‘and Falfe 
Bay , which are always fafe fo formed and 
lheltered, as alternately to yield fecurity 
againft the two prevailing winds which, 
are peculiar to that meridian. There 
are other bays very fit for navigation; 
but the policy of the chartered fove- 
reigns, the Eaft India Company, has 
drawn a veil over the true knowledge of 
them. The fame jealoufy which hides 
the knowledge of the ports to which I 
allude, prohibits the inhabitants from 
tranfporting, on any pretext, their pro¬ 
duce and efFeds to the principal towns, 
©oaft-wife- by water.- 


The 
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The excellent wines of the Cape, if 
encouraged and improved; would yield to 
none in tafte, flavour, or delicacy; and 
without being either fo fiery, or fo li¬ 
able to fermentation; would be found to 
poffefs all the falutary qualities of either 
old Rhenifh or Madeira. Its grains are 
not inferior to thofe of Sicily. Aloes' 
fucotra, myrtle-wax; fait, and paints, it 
is capable of furnifhing in profufionj as 
alfo indigo, cotton; and tobacco. It may 
be made a ftaple of a valuable flave-trade; 
whale-oil; ivory; and oftrich-feathers. 
It contains virgin copper and copper ore; 
and the appearance of the foil in many 
places indicates the pofleflion of the pre¬ 
cious metals. Thefe and other articles 
might be the fubjedt of an extenfive trade 
to India; America; and Europe; and con¬ 
tribute as well to improve the exports of a 
generous parent ftate, in manufactures from 
the raw materials; as to favour, in the 
moft important inftahces, the balance of 
trade; efpeeially with France and Por¬ 
tugal. 
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The Dutch Eaft India Company re¬ 
trains the difcovery of mines, from prin¬ 
ciples of policy, and from the fame mo¬ 
tives-which induc.e them to check the. 
improvement of the country. They know, 
in the fir ft place, that if the inhabitants 
of the Cape were fuffered to improve to' 
the utmoft thofe advantages . which- are 
held up to them in fo great abundance 
by the bountiful hand-of exuberant na¬ 
ture, : that country would foon become 
too populous - and powerful to remain 
under the oppreffive dominion of a char¬ 
tered- fociety of merchants: and in the 
feeond glace, that fince it is not in their 
power to'fecure fo extenfive a coaft and 
country from invafion, the greateft fe- 
curity confifts in not allowing it to be¬ 
come an object of temptation. Yet, un¬ 
der a defpotic government, oppreffive and 
jealous of improvements, wholly reftrained 
from manufactures and commerce, and 
even from many branches of agriculture, 
the people have encreafed prodigioufly; 
and doubtlefs the population would' be 
ftill 



Europe, Asia, WApmca, 22^ 
ftill greater, did not their Afiatic efta-‘ 
blifhments feduce many young men from 
the moft Jalubrious to the moft mortal 
climates. 

Families in this place generally con- 
fill: of from 7 to 17 children, and fome 
from 18 to 27. From the want of inter- 
courfe with ftrangers, they are all allied 
together by intermarriages 5 . without feel¬ 
ing, however, for each other any kindred 
affection,, and even without that fympathy 
and fellowfhip which prevail in other 
countries among neighbours. 

Their perfons are above the common 
ftature, the men being generally above fix 
feet in height, and the women tall in pro¬ 
portion. The unmarried women are fine 
figures, , and have remarkably good com¬ 
plexions : but foon after marriage they 
become corpulent; and all their beauty, 
after they have once entered into that; 
holy ftate, quickly vanishes away. The 
females appear 4 to be more numerous than 

0^3 th <? 
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. the other fex. I compute, that at the lead 
five-fix th parts of the whole number of 
European defcent (17,000) are females 
and male children under manhood. . About 
pne fourth part of thofe who are de- 
• fcended from Europeans;, refide at Cape 
jtown, and abouf two-fifths of all the 
llaves.' 

The people of this place are lefs the 
defcendants pf the Dutch than of emi¬ 
grants from France, (after the revoca¬ 
tion of the edidt of Nantz) from all 
the Proteftant eftates in Germany, and 
from the Auftrian Netherlands. 

Notwithstanding all that has been 
faid of the political wifdom of the Dutch, 
I cannot help thinking, that their Eaft 
India Company have for feme time been 
purfuing meafures which favour rather of 
low cunning and treachery than of found 
policy. They feem to have been led in-7 
to thofe meafures partly hy profperity, and 
ponfequentiy ambition j but principally by 
2 that 
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that uninterrupted peace which the United 
Provinces have enjoyed in Europe for 32 
years j during which time, for the fake of 
a little immediate gain, they have been 
conftantly ftimulating hoftilities between 
their neighbours' and allies. Had the 
Company, or rather, the States General, 
encouraged their 'fe'ttlement'at the Cape, 
by inviting the Tettlers .to avail themfelves 
to the utmoft of its fertility and extent, 
it would have been in a condition to 
furnilh tfc^ofe neceflary fupplies of men 
for the fecurity of their Afiatjc eftablifh- 
me.nts, of which fupplies, the approach 
of a general war in Europe threatens 
wholly to deprive them. It is certain, 
that recruits for the Dutch fettlements 
in Alia, have long been chiefly drawn from 
thofe unhappy emigrants, who haying fled 
from the poverty and defpotifm of Ger^ 
many, are annually kidnapped in Holland. 
Put the avenues of emigration will be 
£hut up by war; even greater fupplies 
of men will be wanted than ever by 
the Dutch Eaft India Company ; and 
0^4 thefg 
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thefe the depopulated ftates cannot fur-* 
nilh. It has been computed, on the moft 
probable grounds, that from 27 to 30 
ihips carry out each Gf them, on an aver¬ 
age, every year, 200 recruits •, and that of 
the whole number annually exported in 
all t hofe fhips, fifty never live to re¬ 
turn, after the expiration of their terms, 
to Europe : and farther, that fhips bound 
to Batavia and the eaftern fettlements, car¬ 
rying out double complements of feamen 
(their fingle complements being a fourth 
part greater than ours) have returned with 
fcarcely fufficient ftrength to work their 
fhips. The annual 'mortality is thus re¬ 
duced to 10,000 able-bodied Europeans 
at the lead:, in the vigour of life,. What a 
melancholy deftrudtion of the human race ! 
Whence is this necefiary fupply now to 
come? Ought we any longer to be afto- 
nhhed, that the profits of the Compa¬ 
ny’s monopoly qf fpices, and other arti¬ 
cles of trade, fhould have been incompe¬ 
tent to the charges of maintaining and 
protecting, their fettlements, and the pom- 
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pous parade of government in Batavia? 
How will they be able to maintain their 
ufurped poffeffions againft the oppreffed 
natives alone, even without a foreign enemy 
in Europe to call forth their navy, and to 
oblige them to garrifon their own, and th§ 
harrier towns ? 

As to the eftablifhment of the Cape, it 
might be attacked with fuccefs by a num¬ 
ber only equal ( tp its g'arrifonp of 400 or 
500 eflfe&i^ men in the open fields : fuch 
is the pofition of towns, and the nature of 
the fortifications in that country The 
pountry militia lie too fcattered to render 
effedual fervice : and I will hazard an opi¬ 
nion, that the towns- people will not dif- 
cover great prowefs againft any enemy, and 
more efpecially againft a power, under 
whofe government the privileges of com¬ 
merce and agriculture would be enlarged, 
and which, profefiing the Proteftant faith, 
would give entire fatisfa&ion to mothers, 
tyives, aijd daughters. 

The 
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The Company have referved forne 
ground-rents on country plantations and 
town fettlements •, others are held under 
a kind of perpetual tenure. As there is 
no exportation but from "Table and Falfe 
.Bays, wines, grain, and fome other articles, 
pay duties upon entering the towns. There 
is a confiderable quantity of wheat fliipped 
annually by ■ the Company to Batavia, 
Ceylon, and Holland. Cattle and fheep 
for the ufe of fhipping, are provided by 
con trailing farmers, who pay a duty for 
this exclufive privilege. There are feveral 
other duties of export and import. All 
thefe taxes ferve to defray the charges of 
government, which are indeed moderate ; 
but the rapacity and undue exactions of 
the governors, haye nearly determined the 
people to revolt from the government of 
the Company, and to feek, redrpfs from 
the States-General, 

The chipf-juftice, or fifcal, unites in 
his ownperfon the three diftindt branches 
pf government j the legiflative, the judicial, 

mi 
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and the executive. This legiflator, judge, 
and executioner, with high powers, pof- 
fefles great privileges and emoluments : he 
can impofe and levy taxes for his own ufej 
difpenfe with laws; create new crimes 5 
compound for crimes of all denominations 
and complexions j and, in general, difpofe 
as he pleafes, of the lives and fortunes of 
the whole people. It is true, there is a 
kind of controlling power, paramount to 
this highly-privileged perfon ; but woe to 
him who dtres to appeal to that tribunal. 

Most families manufacture their own 
leather, make the coats, veils, breeches, 
ilockings, fhirts, and ihoes of the men ; 
and the facques, gowns, petticoats, ihifts, 
ilockings, caps, ihoes, &c. &c. of the 
ladies, together with moil articles of houfe- 
hold furniture; fo that they are only 
obliged to import from Europe and Aiia 
the grofs materials, fuch as woollens and 
cotton. , draperies, and iilks, and a few of 
the fimpleil articles of conveniency, and 
flill fewer of luxury. They require few 
tradefmen. 
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tradefmen, becaufe all mechanical fervices 
are for the moft part performed at home, 
as of old among the Greeks and Romans, 
by Haves. The fervant who waits at table, 
is equally dextrous at his knitting and 
fewing-needle, fciffars, cutting-knife, awl, 
the axe, the faw, the plane, the trowel, 
and the painting-brufh. 

Their ftreets are fpacious, - airy, and 
regularly laid out at right angles ; and they 
feem to have inherited and preferved the 
cleanlinefs of Haerlem and Delft. But 
there' is one inconveniency which they 
Cannot remedy by all their induftry: The 
ftrong fqualls of wind which often force 
themfelves through narrow pafles between 
the furrounding mountains, raife duft in 
the ftreets, in troublefome quantities, in 
fpite of the frequent application of water 
from canals and occafional gutters. 

1 know not how the,Hollanders"would 
be able to carry on their monopoly, with-r 
put the feafonable refreihments of the Cape. 

Its 
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Its vegetables, roots, and fruits are abun¬ 
dant, cheap, and good i the beef and mut¬ 
ton fill more fo-. In truth, I think all 
nations trading thither, have for fome time 
been- infinitely obliged to the Dutch fet- 
tlement in. that corner, as it may literally 
be called, of the world,- notwithftanding. 
that Grangers are more impofed upon there 
than in any country I know ; for neither 
Madagafcar nor Jobana can furnilh mut¬ 
ton, or garden vegetables; and the- very 
wines of the Cape are fo reafonable, that 
they are a cheap refrefhment to common 
feamen. I am perfuaded that the wines 
there of the fecond year, are more mel¬ 
low than thofe of Europe and Madeira 
would be in five. 

Every houfie-keeper, the governor and 
members of council excepted, take pen-, 
fioners: and it is but juftice to their tables, 
beds, and linen, to acknowledge, that they 
are all good anci reafonable. I am apt to 
imagine, that the practice of taking board¬ 
ers (for that is what the inhabitants of the 
‘"' ' • Cans 



238 TRAVELS in 
Cape mean by taking penfioners) has been 
handed down from the original fettlers, 
and that the principle of pride has in this 
manner been lulled by habit.—But I beg 
pardon, I forgot that the nation of which 
I now write, worfhip no other idol than 
one, and that is intereft. 

Of the difcouragement that is fhewn to 
firangers from fettling at the Cape, I need 
mention only one inftance. All houfe- 
keepers are obliged to account every even¬ 
ing to the lord-fifcal, for every perfon en¬ 
tertained within their roof, under pain of 
cenfure and a forfeiture. As there is an 
outward appearance of devotion, and fo- 
lemn morality, in the countenances, drefs, 
gait, and converfation of thefe people, I 
was willing to attribute this extraordinary 
regulation to - one or other of thefe two 
caufes. I imagined, that either it was in¬ 
tended to reftrain a certain kind of frolick- 
fome immorality in private, or to fecufe 
(as in Amfterdam.) the punctual payment 
of a tax (in fcrupulous proportion to the 
quantity' 
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quantity of cuftom) on a certain licenfed 
order of good-matured, and public-fpirited 
damfels, who occafionally adminifter to 
the entertainment of Grangers. But I 
found on enquiry, that the fpirit of this 
law had for its.only object, the difcourage- 
ment of all intercourfe with Grangers., r 

As the Cape of Good Hope has, for 
many years, been a half-way houfe for. re- 
frefhment, out and home , penfioners as. 
well as hofts of quick conceptions and 
fome genius, have had frequent oppor¬ 
tunities of drawing the ftrangeft medleys 
of characters, and of remarking the various 
effeCts of wealth and climate on the paf- 
fions and manners of men. The various 
degrees of rank, and the different ftations 
and circumftanees of perfons travelling to 
and from India, have furnifhed.ample fcope 
for obfervations of this kind. For my part,' 
all that I fhall. fay, is, that my fhort and 
anxious refidence at the Cape furnifhcd 
matter for reflections, which neither at¬ 
tached me to the place of my deftination. 
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nor prepofieffed me in favour of the morals/ 
'genius, orwifdom of men, who may more 
properly be denominated its fojourners, 
than its inhabitants, 

I have often thought, and now I am 
convinced, that in order to humble the 
over-bearing Dutch, and to reduce their 
mercantile genius within reafonable bounds 
(as well as thereby to fecure the tranquil¬ 
lity of Europe) they muft have a king, and 
a mixed form of government, like Eng¬ 
land, even if their government fhould be 
extended in a fouth-weftward diredion, by 
encroachments on the houfe of Auftria. 
For thefe encroachments the Emperor, I 
think, fhould be indemnified by the re¬ 
covery to his family of Alface and Lorraine < 
Our coufin of Orange is a fenfible, dapper, 
princely fellow ; and the prefent 'amiable 
princefs of' that Houfe, is better qualified 
than:any woman in Europe, one excepted*, 
to give luftre and dignity to fovereignty, 

* The Qijeen of England, 


Britain/ 
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Britain, Pruffia, Ruflia, and the other Pro- 
teftant powers of the north, by a firm 
union among themfelves, and a fair tranf- 
pofition of the balance of po'wef, are capa¬ 
ble of erecting another monarchy in Eu¬ 
rope.—But hold! this is downright po¬ 
litics ; a fubjedt proper for the dii'cuflioa 
only of minifters of ftate ; and my pre- 
fumptuous trefpafies on this dignified 
ground, have fearcely left room for me to 
fay, that 


I am your’s. See. See, 


Vou I. 


R LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII. 


To 


Efqrs. London'. 


'Calcutta, 15th Sept. 1779* 

E VER fince my arrival in India, I 
have deferred writing to you -until 
this time, becaufe I wiilied to acquire an 
accurate knowledge of many particulars in- 
which you are much concerned, and this 
was to be gained only by a refidence for 
fome months in this country. Although. 
I cannot yet write fo much- to your fatis- 
fadtion as I with to do, it would be. im¬ 
proper, as I conceive, any longer to delays 
giving you an account of what has oc¬ 
curred to my obfervation fince my arrival 
in this famed peninfula; where I landed,, 
in a low Rate of health, at Negapatnam,. on 
the firft of July. 


The 
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The unfettled, and in truth the critical 
ftate of this government, appears to me to 
have fufpended, for fame time, all the ra¬ 
tional exertions of its principal members, 
and their moil intimate friends. Hopes 
and £ears, anxieties and doubts, have given 
birth to meafures, as'lingular in their na¬ 
ture as fome of them, I fear, will be in¬ 
jurious in their confequences. But were 
the directors inhrudted in the proper re¬ 
medies for the diforders that pervade at 
this moment the political and commercial 
conftitution of the company in India, and 
were they difpofed to liften to the bell ad¬ 
vice, the wifeit counfels and the bell dif- 
politions would be of no avail. While the 
prefent chief governor,- with two votes in 
five, holds the chair under the influence 
of black fervants and a foreign lady, the 
orders of the directors will continue to be 
treated with avowed contempt, and -the 
treafures of the Company be appropri¬ 
ated to private ufes> The reins of go¬ 
vernment are held in Calcutta while the 
r&pfefentatives of the proprietors, ‘aifem- 
2 bled 
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bled in Leadenhall-ftreet, are confidered 
as a fet of prefumptuous blockheads, af- 
fuming a power which the adtual poiTeffion 
of the lacks has placed defaBo in other 
hands. It is not improbable that Mr. 
H——s’s great familiarity and clofe con¬ 
nexion with Mr. R—s, the governor of 
Chinfura, may have inftrudted him in' the 
imperious fway which the Dutch com¬ 
pany’s principal agents in Batavia exercife 
over their conftituents and fellow-fervants, 
as well as their unhappy dependents, the 
natives of their fettlements in Afia. I am 
no partizan j on the contrary, I came to this 
country ftrongly prepoffefled in favour of 
the men, whofe meafures are too public not 
to be known, and too unjuftifiable to ad¬ 
mit of defence. 

The cenfures which I have now be¬ 
llowed with that freedom which I wilh 
ever to diredl my fentiments and adtions, 
cannot in . juftice be extended: to dll the 
Company’s fervants without exception. 
Among thefe there are men well entitled to 
the 
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the praife of both ability and honour. Mr. 

F-s and Mr. W-r undoubtedly 

poffefs fagacity to difeern, and virtue to 
purfue, the true interefts of their confti- 
tuents, and of the Englifh nation, as. well 
as the happinefs of the natives of Hindo- 
ftan ; objects which are in reality clofely 
connected together, and which could never 
have been feparated but by a policy equally 
unfound and inhuman. Nor can I omit 
to mention, on this occalion, Mr. B—II, 
a gentleman of eminent talents and ftrid: 
honour j though he may be reftr.ained, in 
fome degree, from oppofing the meafures 
of Mr. H——s, by an engagement on the 
part of his friends in England, when he 
was appointed to the fourth feat in the 
fupreme council. This precaution was 
thought^ neceffary, as Mr. B—U’s firmnefs 
and abilities were the only formidable 

oppofition to Mr. H-s’s mal-adraini- 

ftration before the fupreme board was. 
conftituted, Indeed, the public differences 
of thefe gentlemen, gave birth, as difputes 
R 3 of 



of this kind commonly do, to a. very cons 
fiderable degree of mutual animofity. 

Various caufes have occurred to in¬ 
cline me, at prelent, to return to England' 
as fpeedily as poffible ; one of which may 
probably appear to be the effedfe of vanity. 

J have the preemption to imagine, that 
a knowledge of molt countries in Ame¬ 
rica and Europe, with- various experience', 
have enabled me to fhew how the foil and 
people of this country may be made to 
extend flill farther the purfuits of com¬ 
merce, colonization, and manufactures $ 
dy which the Britilh government would 
acquire a prefent fupply, as well as a per¬ 
manent revenue, which would open a 
fource of wealth to individuals, and at -the 
fame time confer on the chartered Com¬ 
pany, advantages equal to the full extent 
of their ambition. J am perfuaded, that 
my ideas concerning thefe matters are of 
a different nature from any eyer enter¬ 
tained before in- this country: and I ima- 
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gine, if clearly ftated, they would draw the 
attention both of the King's minifters and 
the directors of the Eaft-India Company. 
Thefe objects, if they fhall not be 
thought chimerical, will doubtlefs be al¬ 
lowed to be grand and important. I with 
to open fo fplendid a field of improvement 
in India, as will encreafe the wealth of 
"Britilh fubje&s individually, and relieve 
the public from an incumbrance of debt 
which mull; other wife become infupport- 
able. 
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LETTER XXVIIL 


To Jr .-. 1 r ' M— —rr» Efcp London. 

Calcutta, September 20 , 1779. 

I S E T my foot on the peninfula of 
Hindoftan at Negapatnam, on the firft 
pf July. The papers that accompany this, 
will give you an account of my adven, 
fures from the 8th of November, 1778, 
when I wrote laft, to my arrival in Cal¬ 
cutta pn the 20th of Auguft. Our cor- 
refpondence, my friend, has fuffered a, 
long interruption, but this I mean to 
piake up, on my part, by writing to you 
regularly twice every week. This conn-: 
try affords an ample field for obfervation, 
2nd yields materials for fpeculation of 
every kind, in the utrpoft abundance. If 
any pf my reflections fhould be thought 
Worthy of their attention who alone can 
carry 



Europe, Asia, and Africa. 
parry them into beneficial confequences j 
to have been in any degree fubfervie'nt 
to the profperity of my country, would 
afford a full recompence for all my buf¬ 
ferings from the hour in which I em-r 
barked at L'Orient on board the Briffon, 
tft that on which I landed on the Indian, 
fhore at Negapatnam. I am ambitious, 
I confefs, of laying feme of my thoughts 
on political and commercial fubjedts, be¬ 
fore men in power and of public fpirit; 
being convinced, that, matured by their 
judgment, and digefled into fome prac¬ 
ticable plan, they would contribute large¬ 
ly to the glory of my country and the 
happinefs of mankind. But with regard 
to this matter, I {hall be directed wholly 
by the advice of my friends. In the mean 
time, I {hall amufe my leifure by indulg¬ 
ing a turn, on which you have fo often 
tallied me, hoping that you 'and our 
excellent friend at leaft, will perufe my 
frequent and long epiftles sot without fa- 
tUjfadtion. 
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Had the Englilh Eaft-Xndia Compa¬ 
ny known, and fully improved, all thofe 
advantages which lay within the fphere 
of their power in the EaR, their ca¬ 
pital would this day have exceeded; twenty 
millions of pounds fterling $ and thirty 
millions would have been added to. the 
prefent wealth of the nation, as I am 
ready to demonftrate. But what is of 
greater importance, the interefts of the 
Company, clearly underftood and Readily 
purfued, would have fecured the. attach¬ 
ment, with the felicity, of above twenty 
millions of ufeful and ingenious new fub- 
je&s, and rendered them and their pofterity 
a fund of wealth, power, and fecurjty, to 
the extended Rate. That thefe great be¬ 
nefits have not accrued to Great Britain*, 
and alfo to HindoRan, is owing to the 
diRance between thefe countries, which 
at once tempted and protected the infi¬ 
delity and the intrigues of the fervants. 
of the EaRrIndia Company. I do; not 
mean toexprefs any virulence agafedl thefe 
men. When I confider the natural gra- 
dations 
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idations by which they axe led to adopt a 
courfe of conduit, as di£hon uirable tq 
themfelves as ruinous to the Company 
and to the public; when I trace their 
actions through the antecedent procefs 
of example, operating on young and pli- 
ant minds ; indignation at the eftedt is 
partly loft in regretting the caufe. • For 
it is not furprizing that youth, withdrawn 
from the tuition of parents and guardians, 
aftociating with the cool, inftnuating, and 
ajfimilating natives of India, and entering 
into their lines of bufmefs ; it is not fur- 
prizing that young men unacquainted 
with the world, fhould in thefe circum- 
ftances adopt the practice and rules not 
only of prt decdfors and colleagues in of¬ 
fice, but aifo of all around them, whether 
Gentoos or Mahomedans. The young 
men that afterwards become the gover¬ 
nors ofHindqftan, generally, fet out for that 
country with ideas of acquiring wealth; 
which ideas, being nQurifijed not only by 
example, but advice and exhortation, foon, 
grow, up into the predominant paflion of 
no the 
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the heart, and ruling principle of the 
mind, which at laft, in too many in- 
liances, become infenlible to every human 
feeling, and too : frequently even dead to 
the demands of common juftice. Thus, 
my friend, I do not fo much arraign the 
fervants of the Company (for their con¬ 
duct is that of human nature placed in 
certain circumftances),as I blame the im¬ 
policy of the Britifh legiflatur.e, for not 
having eftablifhed in India, an order of 
affairs, at once more politic and more 
virtuous. 

For, however indulgent we may be 
to human weaknefg. Are perfons, educated 
in the manner I have deferibed, capable 
of improving the morals of the people;, 
or of giving liability to government ? Are 
they likely to render the natives con¬ 
tented and happy in the fecure enjoy- 
' ment of the fruits of induflry, whether in 
agriculture, manufactures, or commerce, 
either by their precepts or example, or by 
an impartial adminiftration of juftice ? 

That 
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That the advantages of India are not 
cultivated to that extent of improvement 
of which they are capable, I have afcribed 
not to any negligence of the Hindoos, but 
to that of the Europeans fojourning among 
them : and I think with good reafon. For 
the natives of Hindoftan cultivated, and 
abundantly pofiefled, all the necefiaries and 
luxuries that were adapted to their cuf- 
toms, and confident with their religious 
tenets. Their foil, their climate, their 
ingenuity, but above all, their perfeve- 
rance, were equal to every undertaking that 
did not require very great bodily ftrength. 
But why introduce new kinds of pleafure } 
why create new wants ? They never knew 
a defire beyond the unvaried cuftom of 
their anceftofs for ages paft, until European 
avarice, and ambition, taught them the 
neceflity of fecuring to themfelves fome 
degree of happinefs, by fatiating the rapa¬ 
city of ftrangers with fuch new commodi-r 
ties as were pointed out to their native 
ingenioufnefs. 
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The Company’s preteniions to domi¬ 
nion, aiid their exclufive privilege, of in¬ 
ternal trade in India, extend from Cape' 
Comorin in the tenth, to the twenty- 
ninth degree of North latitude, and over 
a fpace from eaft to weft, on an average, 
of eight hundred miles; befides their pof- 
feffions on the coails of Guzarat and Ma¬ 
labar. The temperature - of-the climate, 
feldom, and not long, intenfely hot, but 
never cold; the loofe, genial, vegetative 
particles of the foil, which may receive 
additional fertility from inundations that 
are always at command, as well as from 
numerous herds Of horned- -cattle and 
flieep; the confequent low price of la¬ 
bour ; the wife political eftablifhments of 
Gajies, or -tribes ; the perfevefing ingenu¬ 
ity of the natives; certain inftitutions cal¬ 
culated to promote population * : thefe are 
circumftances 

■’ * <As tins Gttltcfo rdigison ..admits ftot'ef converts from 
other religions, and eafily difcards unworthy members 
from the number of its own votaries, the whole left 
of the Gentoos muft have been long ago extinft, if 
- their 
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circumftances which render Uindojian, of 
all countries in the earth, the fitted for 
that Angular fpecies of commerce, which 
Will allow the lord-paramount to export 
its copious redundancy without Violating 
juftiee, offending induftry, or impoverifh- 
ing the people ; provided that'governiiient 
take care, that a neceffary proportion of 
money, or other authentic currency, be 
eonftaritly kept in circulation, to prevent a 
ffagnation in the commerce of the inhabi¬ 
tants with merchants, manufactures, and 
each other. The foil, aided by the cli¬ 
mate, nightly dews, and alternate rains 
and fun-fhine, doth now yield, almofl fpon- 
taneoufly, rich crops of rice and other 
grains, twice, and fometimes thrice, every 
year. It is capable of producing abun¬ 
dantly, and of fuperior qualities, the fugar- 
cane, indigo-fhrub, cocoa-tree, coffee-tree,, 


their political fagacity had not eftablifhed an effeffual 
remedy againft depopulation, by an indiipenfable obliga¬ 
tion to marry their children when infants; who mnli con- 
fummate as foon as they arrive at the age of puberty. 


3 


cotton- 
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cotton-tree, and all the fruits, roots, and 
vegetables peculiar to the tropics in the 
weftern hemifphere, as well as moft of the 
common grains of Europe, and wheat in 
great abundance. It is computed, that the 
Company’s territories under the prefidency 
of Bengal, may be divided into ^three equal 
parts : one third part is undeifcultivation 3 
another, having been abandoned by the 
human inhabitants fly, -g from oppref- 
fion, has grown up into woods, and be¬ 
come a receptacle for tygers, leopards, 
wolves, buffaloes, and elephants; and the 
•remaining part is occupied by rivers, ca¬ 
nals, lakes, and morafles. It is alfo com¬ 
puted, that the native inhabitants are yet 
in number from twelve to fifteen millions, 
and that the redundancy of their labours 
and ingenuity* exported annually, is equal 
to 2,500,000 1 . flerling. Thus it is eafy, 
to calculate what the population and pro-* 
du&ion would be, if the abandoned parts 
were again inhabited and cultivated.. Nor 
will it be difficult to form a pretty accu¬ 
rate eftimate of what would be the popu- 
' . lation, 
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jation, produdions, and redundancy of the 
whole, under a wife and juft fyftem of 
government, that fhould encourage fuch 
improvements as, with the confent of the 
natives* fhould be introduced by Europe¬ 
ans of judgment and experience* 

Were the abandoned parts of the 
Company’s territories in Bengal to be 
again inhabited, .v> is evident from tile 
Ample rule of proportion, that the po¬ 
pulation would be from 24 to 30 mil¬ 
lions, and the exports 5,000,0^01: and 
the encreafe of population and improve¬ 
ment (in cafe of fuch a political revolu¬ 
tion as I have juft now fuppofed) by ad- 
ditiortal manufactures and agriculture* 
may be eftimated* on a moderate compu¬ 
tation, at one third part more, making the 
Whole population 35 millions* and the an¬ 
imal redundant exports 6 , 666 , 6661 ; 

The Company’s territorial pofleffions 
and virtual dominion on the coaft of Co- 

Vol.X. S rotnandel 
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roman del, Golconda, and Orixa, under the 
prefidency of Madras, are capable of re¬ 
ceiving much higher improvement, and 
confequently of yielding in proportion 
a greater redundancy of labour for the 
advancement of commerce: beeaufe, al¬ 
though the • natives of thefe coafts are 
• infinitely more refined in their manners, 
more juft in their dealings, and more 
tradable in their nature, than the na¬ 
tives of Bengal, as being lefs fuperfti- 
tious, they have hitherto been forced to 
fubmit to feverer fcourges and more out¬ 
rageous injuftice*. From this curfory 
view, 

* The Northern Circari alfo, under a judicious fyftem 
of government, and under permanent and encouraging 
tenures, might prove an admirable fource of population, 
wealth, and general fecurity. That part of the Deean 
never flourifhed in its full glory fince the Mogul Tartars 
acquired the fovereignty of Hindoftan; 'beeaufe, having 

-been aniongft the laft of the countries of that peninfula 
which were effectually fubdued, it was a continual fttbjeft 
of contention among court favourites and 'ufurpers. 

When the Northern Circars were ceded by Salabat 
Jung to the French in 17^, they yielded a revenue ex¬ 
ceeding 500,0001 . and they .were capable of yielding near 

• double 
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view, I think it fufficiently appears that 
Britain has not derived thofe advantages 
in fad,- which from the kindeft foil, the 
moft temperate climate, and the moft in¬ 
genious, docile people in the world, might 
have been reafonably expeded. But it is 
not perhaps too bold to go farther. A 
right improvement of the Britilh acquifi- 
tions in India, is a more important objed 
to this nation than the fubjugation of the 
North Americans an objed on which fo 
many millions of treafure have been ex¬ 
pended, and to which fo many thoufanda 
of lives have been facrificed, 

Wealth, power, and dominion, are 
often acquired by good fortune j but to 
preferve them is the province of political 
fagacity. Greater glory, as well as greater 
advantage, is to be acquired by retaining 
and improving, than by extending con- 

double that ainoiint, befides capital advantages in the way 
of trade ; but they have declined gradually fince, as well 
in revenue and manufaQures in population. 
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quefts. Let Britain ferioufly confider the 
truth of thefe maxims in the prefent mo¬ 
ment. The nations of Europe had long 
viewed the profeflion of a merchant as ig¬ 
nominious : it was a degradation not only 
from nobility but from the rank of a gen¬ 
tleman ; and excluded men of the moft ex¬ 
emplary probity and public fpirit, who 
were in the practice of trade, from all fo- 
cieties above the contemptuous denomi¬ 
nation of Bourgois; while even a ftrolling 
aftor preferved the rank and dignity of il- 
luftrious birth and family. But experi¬ 
ence, and the progrefs of knowledge, have 
difpelled thofe abfurd prejudices. The 
moft haughty monarchies in Europe, be¬ 
holding, with aftonilhment and with dread, 
the rapid growth of fmall ftates by the 
genial influences of thofe facred lifters. In¬ 
dustry, Commerce, and Freedom, endea¬ 
vour lo excite in their dominions, by 
means of wife inftitutions and public en¬ 
couragements, a general emulation in 
Trade, which they qg longer difdain to ac¬ 
knowledge as the mother of arts, the foun- 
. 9 tain 
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tain of wealth, and the protedrefs of 
power.—But of all branches of traffic, that 
with India, is, to an European people, the 
moft advantageous. The nation that in- 
groffes this commerce, centres in itfelf 
that of the world: for it not only com¬ 
prehends thofe articles which form the 
balance of trade, but alfo many other 
commodities, which it can furniffi on fuch 
low terms as will leffen the value of la¬ 
bour at home, and thereby reduce the price 
of the neceffaries of life. The low prices 
of provifions and cloathing, and confe- 
quent low price of labour, the fuperfti- 
tious obfervance of religious tenets, and 
lingular prejudices of Cajls in their food 
and alfociations ; with other circumftances 
which it is unneceffary to enumerate, and . 
fome of which I have already hinted, con- 
fpire to render the raw materials as well 
as the manufadures of India, fo amazingly 
cheap, that by a wife, political eftabliffi- 
■ment, the manufadures of Britain might 
be fo effedually improved, and other com¬ 
modities imported in Britifh veffiels on, 
S3 fuch 
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fuch eafy terms, that England would be 
enabled to underfell all the markets in 
Europe, and that London would become 
the grand emporium of the world. 

- I am, &Co 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIX. 


To J-M-, Efg; London. 


Calcutta* 25th Sept. 1779. 

A LETTER from Europe, my friend, 
to a perfon refiding in India, is a 
greater cordial than one from India to an 
inhabitant of Europe, In all our pere¬ 
grinations, our imaginations drill hover, 
with filial affe&ion, over our native foil j 
the love of which is never fo ftrongly felt 
as in foreign countries. Your kind en¬ 
quiries, your information with refpedt to 
the various particulars in which you know 
.me to be interefted, and your public news, 
afford a refrefhment, of which my prefent 
Rate of anxiety and fufpence drands much 
jn need. 

Long and expenfive fufferings in a te¬ 
dious paffage hither, interrupted by many 
S 4 untoward 
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untoward and painful accidents j the un¬ 
settled flate of this government, which 
prevents both parties from Serving their 
friends, except a few Jingular favourites, 
on whom a Jingular party bellows the 
Company’s treafures in great profufion ; ip 
one word, the difappointment of all my 
views, inclines me to think of returning to 
Europe, On this- fubjedt I have not yet 
come to any final determination, But if 
I Shall be forced, after fo much wandering, 
to bead my courfe homeward at lafl, I 
flatter, myfelf, that a voyage which has 
proved unprofitable and injurious to myfelf, 
will not be wholly ufelefs to my country. 
My free intercourfe with men of bufinefs, 
of obfervation, and political knowledge, in 
eircumftances which difpofed them to be 
not a little communicative*, together with 
what I have feen or learnt in this country 
and elfe where, has enabled me, if I miftake 
not, to offer to the confideration of men 

* On lhip-board on a long voyage, where fellow-paf, 
fengers are generally unreferved, and where they often 

enter into mutual friendship, . . 

.- 1 .• - its 
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in power in Britain, certain hints, which 
jnay lead them into enquiries that may. be 
productive of the greateft public benefits. 

Your accounts relative to the American 
war, to one who knows America fo well 
as I do, and who is fo well acquainted as 
I am with many of its inhabitants, would 
be highly interefting, even if I were not 
concerned for the welfare of Britain. You; 
dwell with rapture on Britifh valaur, which 
certainly never ihone with brighter lulire 
than in the prefent contefi: with the Co¬ 
lonies. But while I glory in the fpirit of 
my countrymen, I regret the caufe in 
which it is now exerted, and fee more 
matter of grief than of triumph in all 
their victories.—I admire the intrepidity 
and military fkill of Colonel Campbell } 
but what I contemplate, without a mixture 
vf pain, is, his moderation, clemency, and 
humanity. His victory * was neither 
gained by an unnecefiary effufion of blood. 


nor 


Savannah^ November 1778, 
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nor degraded by prefent or fubfequent 

cruelty. 

You defire to know what T now think 
of the ftruggle between Great Britain and 
her Colonies ? What I thought from the 
beginning of that ftruggle I think ftill: 
a fpeedy accommodation of all differences 
appears to me to be equally the interefl of 
both parties. 

That this is the interefl of Britain* 
will not, I apprehend, require much proof. 
A lofs of men, an encreafe of taxes, a de¬ 
cay of commerce, inculcate on England, 
in the mofl forcible manner, peace with 
America. Taxes cannot poffibly be mul¬ 
tiplied ad infinitum. Thofe ideas of infinity 
that are fo familiar, and fo innocent in the 
mouths of metapbyficians , in the practice 
of life and bufinefs are both falfe and per¬ 
nicious. The time will come, and if the 
American war be. continued, is perhaps 
riot very remote, when Britain will be 
obliged to follow the difcreditable example 
of 
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of France, in reducing, without ceremony, 
the intereft of her immenfe debt, and di- 
miniihingthe intrinfic value of her current 
coins. 

There are not wanting many reafons 
which, on the other hand, urge the Ame¬ 
ricans to an accommodation with Britain. 
Of thefe, fome are felt, and others may be 
forefeen. The devaluations, and horrors, 
and miferies of a country which is the 
feat of war, muft render peace, on fafe and 
honourable terms, an objedt of all others 
the moil deiirable. But what terms are 
fafe and honourable ? that is -the queftion. 
Thefe, it would feem, the leaders of the 
coloniils think infeparably connected with 
independency on the mother country, I 
am of a contrary opinion. I do not fay 
that Great Britain is able to conquer North 
America i but I am confident that North 
America will not long maintain its inde¬ 
pendency on Britain, without falling into 
a dependency on fome other power, or 
powers, of Europe, 


For., 
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For, fird ; the large extent of her ex-* 
pofed coafts will require for their pro* 
tedion, a more abfolute, compad, and vi¬ 
gilant power than that of a republic. 

Secondly; the natural jealoufies and 
unfettled pretenfions of the feveral pro¬ 
vinces, which are quafhed for the prefent 
only by the incumbent preffure of a com¬ 
mon enemy, will rebound with an elaftic 
force when that weight fhall be removed. 

Thirdly; that country, which from 
its infancy was nurfed by the kind: and 
indulgent aid of the parent date, which, 
fcreened it from foreign invafion, and fup- 
ported its civil and military eftablith- 
ments, mud feel an alarming reverfe of 
fortune when fubjeded to the taxes that 
will be. unavoidably neceffary for the fup-r 
port of the new government; for the de¬ 
fence of the coaft ; for the payment of the 
intereft of the public debt; for the efta- 
blifhment of a military fyftem, with for¬ 
tifications; together with a navy, dock- 
' yards. 
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yards, and ports. The taxation of Ame¬ 
rica, it has been computed, under the 
Britifh government, did not exceed one 
fixpence on the poll of the people : under 
the new fyftem*, it will amount, at the 
leaft, to forty {hillings*. 

Fou r thl y ; the produce of America, 
when exported indiferiminately to all the 
markets of Europe, will fall in its value, 
and return much lefs to the planter, than 
it did when circulated all over the world 
through the channel of Great Britain : 
becaufe the merchants of that country to 
whom it was formerly conligned, by means 

* Britain was in the uniform pra&ice of nurfing the 
infant colonies with money, goods, credit, markets, and 
people. She expended in the laft French war, ninety 
millions in the defence of America; and both before and 
farce, continually bore the civil and military charges of 
government. The country bore only the minute expences 
of its internal police. The Britilh nation now tax them- 
felves with four millions annually, to pay the iimple iri- 
tereft of their advances for the eftablillunent and fecurity 
of America: and America mult have already contra&ed 
a public debt of at leaft thirty-five' millions, at a rate of 
intereft not under five per cent, per annum. 

of 
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of their contiguity and mercantile know¬ 
ledge, were able to judge of the ftate of 
markets ; while their large capitals and 
eftablifhed credit enabled them to keep 
up the prices. But thefe advantages can 
have no place, when planters muft fell off 
their goods at all adventures, ignorant 
themfelves of the ftate of markets in the 
’ old World, and confiding in mailers of 
veffels, ftill more ignorant; when they are 
obliged to fubmit to the mercenary and 
fubtle difpofitions of foreigner's, who have 
not, like the Englifh, any natural attach¬ 
ment to them j who have not any intereft 
in procuring a fair market price, becauie 
they make no advances and, whatever they 
may take, give not any credit. Thus Ame¬ 
rica, flript of that credit which enabled her 
to cultivate her wafte lands, and to trade 
with eafe, muft now, by dint of labour and 
indefatigable induftry, in ftraitened cir- 
cumftances, and without the profpedt of 
a certain mart, cultivate the lands, raife 
the commodities, and furnilhf Ihips for 
3 - tranf- 
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tranfportation, many months before they 
can expedt a reimburfement. 

Fifthly j France is too political to 
encourage the abfolute independency of a 
country fo extenlive and flourifhing asjhat 
of North America j for that independency 
might involve in its confequences, an un¬ 
controllable dominion over the trade of all 
America, Alia, and Africa, and the im- 
poverilhment of all Europe,- events, which 
the policy of the moll enlightened nation 
of. Europe would alone iludy to prevent, 
even if we could fuppofe all the other 
powers of that divifion of the globe fo 
infatuated as to regard them with indif¬ 
ference. The views of France, therefore, 
can be no other than to take advantage of 
the unhappy conteft between Britain and 
her Colonies, to humble the power of her 
proud rival, and by the fame means to re¬ 
duce America to fo low a pitch, as to 
render her an eafy prey to be divided 
among the maritime powers of Europe, 
retaining, as her own lhare, the moil valu¬ 
able 
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able provinces, Virginia, Maryland, arid 
the Carolina?. This, doubtlcfs, is the 
object of the policy of France. America# 
fay the politicians of that country, mull be 
enabled to refill the power of Britain, un¬ 
til both countries are fo effectually ex- 
Faulted# that Britain lhall ceafe to be, in 
trade and naval power, even the rival of 
France, and that America lhall look up to her 
allies alone for protection and then France 
■will acquire an afcendency over America, 
more abfolute and delpotic than if it were 
a French colony. This plan was fug- 
gelled by the Duke de Choifeul, during 
his adminiftration, and he has continued 
to recommend and urge it ,JinCe he quitted 
the helm of Hate* He fent out a Monfieur 
JBoileau, a man of great political talents 
and addrefs, to foment the rebellion in 
America in its very firll appearances, by 
preaching a doCtrine exploded in his own 
country, the natural rights of mankind j 
by holding up to the imaginations of dif- 
contented and turbulent men, the dazzling 
glories of .independency, and by well- 
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timed, gilded afliirances from the -grand 
monarque. Yet is is certain, notv/ith- : 
Handing all this, that if France had not 
received certain information, that Britain 
was well difpofed to accommodate matters 
with America, at the conclufion of the 
year 1777 (in confequence of which Dr. 
Franklin protefted, that unlefs France 
would immediately declare in favour of 
America, her caufe would be loft) the in- 
terpofition df the grand monarque would 
have continued under a political veil for 
a campaign or two longer. The treach¬ 
erous and daftardly copdudfc of Count 
D’Eftaign’s fleet, fhews clearly that it is 
not yet the intention of France to enter 
heartily into the caufe of the Americans, 
becaufe they are not fufficiently reduced , 
in money and power, tamely to bend their 
necks to that yoke which their allies haye 
long been preparing fcr them. 

Sixthly taxes beyond a certain amount, 
cannot.be borne by any fpecies of internal 
induftry known to mankind. High taxes 
' Vox, I, T can 
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can be fupported only by that kind of 
commerce which imports From foreign 
dates a balance in the precious metals. 
Whatever, taxes are raifed beyond fuch as. 
are neceffary for defraying the current ex- 
pences of government, and that ace im- 
pofed forthe purpofe of paying the intereft 
of an. accumulated or funded debt, are de¬ 
trimental to all countries, but to thofe that 
depend folely on colonization and agricul¬ 
ture* are abfolutely ruinous. 

Iir new fettlements, fertility of foil* and 
the low value of lands, awaken an ambi¬ 
tion in almoft every man, of becoming an 
independent firmer or planter. He for-' 
fakes the occupation of a manufacturer, 
and the fervice of others, and becomes, 
on his own account, a cultivator of new 
foils. Hence the price of labour rifes 
above the value of thofe articles on which 
it is bellowed j and the wants of citizens, 
as well as of landholders, are fupplied by 
the importation of different commodities' 
fcom Grangers, fubjeCt to certain duties; r 
and 



Europe, Asia, and Africa. 275 
and as all taxes do ultimately fall upon 
lands, if labour is burthened with a public 
claim chargeable dire&ly upon the land 
and its productions, and that both the in¬ 
ternal and imported manufactures are alfo 
faxed in a proportionate degree ; the fum 
of the whole becomes coufiderably more 
than a triple tax upon agriculture; becaufe 
each individual who pays the original tax, 
claims both an interefl: and a profit upon 
the previous advances, agreeably to the 
laws and principles of trade. Thefe taxes 
will be grievoufly felt by thofe who were 
accuftomed to pay only fix-pence per head. 
Inftead of one fix-pence, the exigencies of 
the new government will call, as I have 
already obferved, for eighty fix-pences. If 
Holland, Venice, Genoa, and the Hans- 
Towns, whofe forms of government are 
wholly or partly republican, had poflefled . 
territories of fo fpaeious an extent as to 
have made agriculture a capital object, 
they mull have perilhed the moment when 
richer powers became rivals in their trade. 

T z , Seventhly % 
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Seventhly; America will fee her new 
iettlements abandoned, her country depopu¬ 
lated, her navigation and commerce ruined, 
and her provinces a fubjedt of perpetual 
contention to Europe. France will be¬ 
come the objedt of her jealoufy and de¬ 
tection ; and £he will at laft be convinced, 
that her true happinefs confifls in a re-union 
-faith the parent date. 

The Americans feem to tread in the 
foot-fteps of Cromwell and his puritanical 
adherents in the reign of King Charles I, 
If they do become independent, their re¬ 
publican, or more properly their demo- 
cratical government will not, in all pro¬ 
bability, be of long continuance. People 
of condition, character, and fenfe, will not 
long endure the infolence, abufes, and de¬ 
predations of upftarts, at the heads of 
armies, and in the departments of power. 
Their refentment againft the parent date, 
no longer inflamed by the feverities of war, 
will gradually cool. • Their paffions will 
fubfide, and yield ’to th§ difpafiionate voice 
’ “ • of 
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of reafon, which will unite them in a re- 
folution to take up arms for the purpofe 
of reftoring, on improved and permanent 
principles, that original form of govern¬ 
ment which conne&ed them with Great 
Britain. 

Thus, my friend, have I delivered my 
fentiments concerning the probable ilTue 
of that melancholy controverfy which 
difturbs every quarter of the world. I 
believe it will terminate as family quarrels 
commonly do, in a fincere reconciliation 
between the contending parties, and in as 
fincere' a deteftation of thofe malicious in- 
tepmedlers who fanned the flame of dif- 
cord. It were to be wifhed, in theprefent 
crifis, that every branch of the houfe of 
Bourbon would call to mind that mag¬ 
nanimous declaration of the Emperor 
Charles V. when folicited by his minifters 
to accept the offers of thofe provinces of 
France which had revolted againfl his in¬ 
veterate enemy Henry II. Though that 
prince had every motive to accept thofe 
■ ' ' . T i offers*. 
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offers, which ambition, jealoufy, and re¬ 
venge could oppofe to fentiments of mode¬ 
ration and juftice, he yet rejedted them.— 
<c I behold, faid he, the revolt of fubjedts 
againft their fovereign with fuch horror, 
that I would chearfully affift my greateft 
enemy to reduce them to fubjedlion.” To 
the recolledtion of America, I would re¬ 
call the manner in which Spain was re¬ 
duced from a Hate- of the higheft profpe-. 
rity to be a Roman province. That an¬ 
cient nation, with equal ingratitude and 
folly, joined her arms to thofe of Rome, 
for the purpofe of humbling Carthage, 
her ally by the ties of commerce, and of 
mutual intercoutfe and hofpitality. Carth¬ 
age was overthrown in the unequal conteft: 
but Spain, reduced to the moft humiliating 
Rate of fervitude to her powerful allies, 
more powerful than ever by the ruin of 
her rival, paid dear for her impolitic con- 
dudt. America fhould likewife remember, 
that the Mexican' empire was not fub- 
verted by the power of Cortez, but by an 
Unnatural confederacy of powerful ca¬ 
ciques, 



’Europe, Asia, and Africa. 27'$. 

iziques and tribes with the Spaniards, 
againft their own Emperor. Intending 
only to make themfelves lefs dependent 
on their fovereign, by reducing his power, 
they loaded themfelves and their wretched 
pofbrity with perpetual flavery. ~—Perii 
would never have been conquered by all 
the efforts of Pizarro and his afibciates, 
had not the two contending Incas feverally 
invited the arms of the Spaniard to over¬ 
throw his brother. 


t am , &x , &c. 
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letter XXX. 


To J- M-, E% 


Calcutta, Sept. 28, 1779, 

I KNOW not whether it would not 
have been better policy to have co¬ 
lonized Hindoftan than North America. 
America was raifed to its prefent Hate of 
grandeur and power, from lofty woods and 
from defarts, by the natives of Britain, 
whofe induftry was encouraged by a libe¬ 
ral and profufe expenditure of Britifh trea¬ 
sure, and protected by an unwearied fup- 
port, againft the ravages of foreign and in- 
teftine enemies : and in order to give the 
colonifts fecure and unmolefted pofleffion 
of the territories they occupied, it became 
a leading principle in Englifh policy, to 
exterminate that favage race of men' who 
inherited a property in the foil from na¬ 
ture. But Hindoitan was a country under- 
rich 
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rich cultivation, flourishing in Stately ci¬ 
ties, extenfive villages, and immanfe 
wealth i inhabited by a numerous and 
learned people, highly accomplished in 
manners, fciences, arts, and juriiprudence. 
A country peopled with fuch inhabitants, 
is an acquisition infinitely greater than any 
extent of unpeopled territory whatever. 
To make the acquisition complete, it is 
only neceSTary to make the people happy, 
by a mild fyStem of government adapted 
to their manners, cuftoms,, and educations. 
Whatever anight have been thought, of 
the comparative importance of colonizing 
North America or HindoSlan before the 
eruption of the prefent civil war, I think 
it is not to be doubted at this moment, 
when we consider the prefent Slate and 
future profpedt of affairs in America, that 
India is a more inviting fcene to British 
valour,' indufiry, and art. I have in my 
laft letter given you my reaSbns for think¬ 
ing, that if the Americans were left in 
poSIeflion of independency, they would 
foon feek for a reconciliation with the 
parent 
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parent Rate, as the fure and only means 
of efcaping from the miferies of internal 
convulfion and foreign dominion. Turn 
your views then, my countrymen, from the 
weft to the eaft; from the fitting to the 
rifing fun. Here is a wide field for every 
exertion of genius, and effort of courage. 
Here there is ample fcope for fpeculation, 
whether of an abftra&ed or lefs refined 
but more profitable kind: and here you 
fnay fight, on advantageous ground, the 
natural enemies of Britain! Thus it is 
probable that you may regain your old, 
and thus it is certain you may raife new 
colonies. 

An encreafe of people would encourage 
an encreafe of grain, provifions, and cloath- 
ing. In proportion to this would fie; the 
encreafe of raw materials and manufac¬ 
tured commodities for exportation; which 
jraw materials and manufactured commo¬ 
dities would prove a plentiful fource of 
wealth to. the Englifh Eaft India Com- 
•: pany 
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pany and the Britifh nation. Hence the 
riches of Europe would flow, by a natural 
attraction, into the narrow feas,- fince no 
other country in the world can afford to 
fell their labour fo cheap as the Hindoos, 
the moll temperate, perfevering, and inge¬ 
nious of all the fons of men. 

A country fo extenfive and fertile as 
Hindoftan, that produces two or three 
crops in the year, is capable of furnilhing 
more provifions of all forts, than double 
the prefent population could confume; 
and at the fame time, of continuing ftill to 
yield more filk, cotton, opium, and falt- 
petre, than the power of an exclufive com¬ 
pany will be able to export for the con- 
fumption of Europe, or than private trad¬ 
ers eju'ivxuad in the other parts of Aiia, 
and the Perfian and Arabian gulphs. Spa¬ 
cious allotments of land might be made 
to individuals, without any injury what¬ 
ever to commerce, or the general interefts 
of the community. From a fyftem of 
colonization, the greateft benefits would 
arifc 
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arife to the country of Hindoftan 5 and an 
inexhauftible fource of wealth, as well as 
a new and fecure channel of private and 
public remittances, would be opened to 
Great Britain. 

Colonization will prove the bed: 
means of recovering and re-cultivating the 
deferted lands, where opulent cities, popu¬ 
lous villages, and high cultivation, once 
gave life and contentment to millions. 
The induftry of colonies will drain many 
of thofe marfliy tra&s of country, the' 
richnefs of which will abundantly com- 
penfate that labour j while fecurity will 
thus be provided to both people and cat¬ 
tle againft thofe fierce deftrudtive animals 
with which the depopulated parts of Hin- 
doftan are at prefent infefted^.The me¬ 
lancholy progrefs of the Sugar-Ants* in 
the 

* The Weft India Sugar-Ants, which are lo deftruftive 
to canes, were introduced, it is alledged, in mold or dung 
brought over from Demerara into Barbadoes by Godfrey 
piarke, Efq; father of the late Mr. Clarke of that ifland. 
They have a moft voracious appetite for canes, but deftroy 
nothing 
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the Weft Indies, feeins to threaten the ut¬ 
ter deftru&ion of that commodity in'the 
Weftern 

nothing eifs, except cattle, and fometimes children.— 
They attack the ftalk and fibres of the canes in the ground, 
and thus confume its juices, until it decays. They are 
a very fmall fpecies of ants, ltreaked brown and white, 
having a kind of down over the body, and an acid take. 
They dig, if there is foil to permit, feveral feet deep into 
the earth, they march in a ftraight courfe, and in regular 
proceffion; in the nights, mornings, and evenings, and 
during the intenfe heat of the fun burrow in the earth, or 
under fome other ihade, carrying their young in their 
mouths j they avoid entering upon land newly turned up, 
preferring always the beaten track, and Ihun allies if firewed 
in the way; no fire or water will alter their dellination, or 
flop their progrefs; they will extinguilh a fire by the mil¬ 
lions which perifli upon it, to pave a patiage for the main, 
body ; and they watch the bank of a fiver, till a log of 
wood, or any other piece or branch of timber crofles be¬ 
tween. the oppoiite fides, of which they inftantly make a 
bridge, and tranfport themfelves, continuing their route 
until they come to a fugar plantation, where they let them¬ 
felves down, until it is demolilhed. Thus their motion 
and progrefs is very flow. It has been computed, that it 
will require near aa equal number of Haves to refill the 
deftruftion of the ants on a plantation, as all the other ope¬ 
rations thereof, if the foil and other requilites are natu¬ 
rally good.—From Barbadoes they were firft communicated 
to Martinico, in packages of goods and provifioos j and 
they 
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Weftern hemifphere. At any rate, this 
peft, by the expence of that labour which 
is 

they were brought from Barbadoes to a plantation of 
Mr. Clark’s in Granada, whence, they fpread to thofe im¬ 
mediately adjoining, in the courfe often years.—A fmug- 
gler from Martinico, in revenge for an injury, brought 
them in a large bottle from Martinico to the plantation of 
a French gentleman on the other fide of the ifland, which 
the owner wifely fold as loon as he could, to Meflf, Bofan- 
quet and Fatro in London. From thefe two plantations, 
they have extended to feveral neighbouring eftates, In 
like manner they were brought to Tobago from Barbadoes. 
And from Martinico they have been conveyed to St. Lu¬ 
cia, Gaudaloupe, Granadines, and to one plantation only 

in Dominica.-Various methods have ineffectually been 

tried to deftroy them. Their fenfes are fo acute, that in 
whatever method poifon is adminiftered, they will quickly 
difcern its pernicious effects, and avoid it. The in¬ 
habitants of the French iflands of Granada and Tobago, 
have offered, by ordinances and laws, premiums, exceeding 
(in the whole) ioo,oo®1. for the difcovery of an effeflual 
mode to eradicate or deftroy them. 

The fagacity or inftindt of the Sugar-Ants will ceafe to 
be an objefl of wonder, when we attend to the aftoniihing 
difcoveries which have lately been made by Mr. Smeath- 
man concerning the Ants called Termites. 

The Termites has generally been reckoned an Ant, 
and has gone by that general name in our books of natural 
hiftory; but upon examination, we find the figure of til* 
aaimris materially different, as well as their way of life. 

The 


6 
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is neceflarily employed in reMing it, will, 
in all probability, raife the price of fugar 
to 

The £rft ftate of the Termites is that of labourers; they 
then become foldiers; in this their bulk is increafed, and 
they become quite ufelefs for all the purpofes of labour; 
ia their lad ftage they get wings, which, however, fben 
fall off, when they become a prey to the fowls, or the in¬ 
habitants of the country, who reckon them excellent food, 
It is from among thefe that the queen is chofen by a body 
of wandering labourers. In the Hate we defcribe, they are 
very fmall, not exceeding in £ze the common ant of this 
country. This is the date Of exiftence in which they per¬ 
form their chief operations, and it is in this they are to be 
«on£dered as molt perfeft, as in it they ful£l all the pur- 
pofes of their exiftence.—Like the Ant, thefe animals af- 
femble in large focieties, where every individual not 
only obeys the laws, but contributes his ftiare to fupply 
the neceffirie* or conveniencies ef the whole body. The 
working-Termites in this ftate is called by Mr. Smeathman, 
the labourers, for they build the habitations and perform 
the other laborious offices of the fociety. Thefe labourers, 
like the working-bees, are neither male nor female; which 
feems, in both cafes, a wife regulation In nature. Love, 
which creates fo many diyiftons amongft the more folitary 
animals, would quite interrupt the neceffary duties of fuch 
an extenfive republic. As their hearts are affefled by no 
impulle but the general good, the common offices are 
formed with regularity and care. Befides thefe labourers 
there is another kind of Termites, much larger, which carry 
a forceps as an offeniive weapon; thefe gentlemen over¬ 
fee 
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to iuch a height, that other countries muft 
be reforted to for its cultivation.. The 
fearch 

fee the labourers at work, and protect the habitation from 
the infults of other animals; on this account they are called 
by Mr. Smeathman the foldiers. As far as we know, thefe 
have no other ufe, for they can neither work nor propagate; 
their fpecies. The queen, from whofe prolific body all 
the others arife, is next to be confidered: She originally 
enjoyed no fuperiority over the other female Termites, 
who in a : certain Hate, like the bees, leave their habita¬ 
tions in fearch of others; but by chance, with many of her 
companions, file is met by a body of wandering labourers, 
who immediately eleft her out of the multitude for their 
fovereign, while the reft are left to wander till they are 
picked up by the inhabitants, or by other animals. 
The queen fo chofen is put into the royal apartment, 
which is about the middle of the habitation. This room 
is fitted to her fize, arched above, with a plane furface 
below. In order to impregnate her majefty, feveral males 
.are chofen by the workers, and Ihut up along with her: the 
other males that remain are expelled the fociety, or put to 
death as a burden altogether unneceffary. So far will 
found policy conquer humanity in other breafts than ours. 
—Having given fome idea of the labourers, the foldiers, 
the queen, and her males, it will next be proper to fay 
fomething of their aftonllhing habitations. Thefe are 
very common in Africa, the Weft-India iflands, Brafil, 
and other parts of South America. They are-of very 
different fizes, according to their age, the ftate of the re¬ 
public, and-other eiretaftances; their height is often m- 
coniiderable. 
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fearch is over. The country is already in 
our poffefliori, of which the fugar-plant is 
a native, 

confiderable, tho’ frequently they are found to rife in a coni \ 
cal figure, to no lefs than fourteen, lixteen, or even eighteen 
feet, with a bafe in good proportion to the other parts. 
If we compare their bulk to that of men, howvaftly fu- 
perior mull we allow fuch a building to be to any of our 
greateft works !—Shall we.ftill fay, that thofe hands which 
collefted and formed, prepared and applied fuch proper 
materials, were moved by inftinft alone ? that thofe heads 
which could direft fuch an immenfe work, which could 
vary it as circumftances were changed, which could alter 
it with the nature of the ground, and repair every injury 
in' the fliorteft • and belt manner—lhall we fay that thofe 
heads were illuminated with no rays of reafon j that they 
could not reSefl or compare, compound or decompound 
their ideas ?—Thefe buildings are compofed of earthy 
parts, united in fuch a tpanner with vegetable juicesy that 
the compound exaftly refembles a Hone. When feveral 
of fuch happen to be united, the mafs fo formed is very 
confiderable; and it is common to fee the cattle afcend 
them, to view what is going on in the dillant country. This 
they can do without the leaft injury to the buildings, fo 
hard and well-formed they are in all thofe parts where in¬ 
juries might be received. The ingenious Mr. Smeathman 
has firft given a proper account of the internal ftruclure of 
thefe buildings, which was difficult to be done, if we con¬ 
sider the hardnefs of their walls, and the bravery of the 
foldiefs who defend them. He fays, that upon firll of¬ 
fering any violence to the ftruclure, a few feldiers make 
their-appearance, who run about with every mark of 
Vo-h\ I. U anxiety 
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a native, and where the expence of raifing 
and converting it into fugar, will be fo 
~ far 

anxiety and rage in fearch of the aggreJTor: more troops 
foon appear, till at length the whole multitude is in com¬ 
motion, They affail the enemy'with their forceps, and 
will kill the largeft animals that perfift in offending 
them. When their enemy has difappeared, they care¬ 
fully examine the injury they have fuftained ; the la¬ 
bourers immediately colled materials to repair the 
damage : while they are at work, a foldier is fet over 
them, who now and then makes a fort of flu-ill noife, 
which continues fome feconds; when this commences, the 
workmen who were beginning to turn languid in their 
operations, with one foul increafe their effort, till fatigue 
again requires another ft-imulus.—In the fame way our 
failors are animated, with their mutual Ihoats; and I fup- 
pofe for the fame reafon,. the oxen move with greater 
alacrity by the plowman’s whiffle, or the Italian mule 
with his bell.—The moll remarkable part of the inner 
building, is the room where the queen is lodged : Ihe is : 
put in here at ftrft no larger than a common ant, but after 
being impregnated, her body fwells to a much greater 
lize, while the head ftill remains as before. An old queen 
will often be an inch or more in circumference, with length 
in proportion, fo that we find her apartment increafed to 
a diameter of feveral inches, with a fuitable height. From 
this room there are feveral paffages for her attendants, 
which communicate with a vaft number of cells that fur- 
round it. Thefe dcmeftics, to the number of many thou- 
fands, are employed in nothing but waiting on the queen. 
Some of dtem bring her food, while the reft are fufficiently 
. employed 
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far below that which attended its culture 
in the Weft, Indies, that after allowing a 
generous 


employed in carrying away the ova which fne continually 
depofits, to the cells already mentioned. Thefe offices are 
abfolutely neceffary, for there is no pafiage left fufficiently 
large to let the queen out of her room, where ihe remains 
conftantly from her .firll entrance. The number of ova 
which a queen will depolit in a minute, exceeds all belief. 
As the bulk of this chamber is fmall in proportion to the 
number of domeftics it always contains, and as fome of 
them are going from the entrances to the queen, while 
others are moving in a contrary diredtion, great confu- 
fon might be occafioned, did they not wifely avoid it, by 
forming themfelves into a Ijpiral troop, fo that every one 
before he can arrive at the door from the queen, mull de- 
fcribe the whole line. The nurfery which furrounds the 
queen’s chamber, is made up of a vail: number of cells 
for the reception of the ova, where they are depolited by 
the queen’s attendants. In the walls of the buildings, 
there is a kind of covered way formed, by which the inha¬ 
bitants afcend to the top of it, or to any height they may 
inclfce; as they cannot adhere to a furface like a fly, they 
have inclined this-paflage at a convenient angle for walk¬ 
ing. This communicates with the other cells, rooms, or 
pallages, fo that the whole body can on any emergency- 
transfer themfelves to any part. 

The numerous tribes of the animals we have been, 
defcribing, were not furely made to anfwer no end, or as 
fome have been tempted to imagine, only to anfwer a bad 
V a one. 
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generous freight equal to time, diftancc, 
and other circumftances, it will abun¬ 
dantly compenfate the planter, and yield 
a moft beneficial remittance. 

one. It is true, the planter in the Weft-Indies is often 
nearly ruined by the ravages they make—premiums have 
been offered for a method to deftroy thefe deftru&ive ants, 
as they are called. Vegetable fubftances, when once de¬ 
prived of the principle of life, are fure to be attacked by 
them, if in the neighbourhood of their edifices, from 
which they make excurfions in hollow ways, formed of the 
fame materials with their other works. They will reduce 
a houfe almolt to powder in a few hours, by perforating, 
in a thoufand direftions, the timber that covers and fup- 
ports it. Mr. Smeathman fays, that he has feen a cheffc 
with its contents, in a fhort time fo pierced and eaten with 
thefe infe&s, that it retained its former figure, though 
little of either its original weight or fubftance. In Africa, 
the houfes are very frequently entirely carried away, and 
every thing in them. 

But thefe'animals alfo produce good effects, hy reducing 
to earth, the vegetable fubftances which arife fo faff and 
in fuch quantities in that luxuriant foil. Putridity, when 
in conjunflion with moifture and heat, is known to caufe 
fevers of the wbrft fort in the equatorial countries. With¬ 
out the Termites, the Mufquettoes, which alfo prevent this 
putridity, and other animals of the like kind, we, may ven¬ 
ture to affert, that a large proportion of the habitable 
world would be quite unfit for the purpofes of animal, 
'•or perhaps vegetable life. , 


Eyery 
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Every fpecies of improvement, which 
affords liberal encouragement to labour 
and induftry, will tend to retain the na¬ 
tives at home, and operate as a ’voluntary 
barrier againft emigration. By introduc¬ 
ing a new branch of commerce, it will re¬ 
tain annually above 250,0001. sterling in 
circulation, which is now fent in fpecie 
to pay for fugar and arrack to the Dutch 
in Batavia, for the confumption of Bengal, 
and the coafts of Coromandel, Malabar, 
and Guzarat; and contribute .to render the 
whole country lefs dependent on foreign¬ 
ers for common fupplies, 

The indigo fhrub is alfo a native of 
this country j and the quality of its indi¬ 
go, under the difadvantage of a total ig¬ 
norance of the proper method of manu¬ 
facturing it, fhews what it is capable of 
being made by due management. The 
exportation of this commodity to Britain, 
will be more beneficial in every refpeCt to 
the exporter and planter than the fugar j 
U 3 ^ befides 
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befides that it will render the Britiih ma¬ 
nufacturer lefs dependent for that neeef- 
fary article on North America, France, and 
Spain. As to cocoa, it may be raifed in 
the plains of Hindoftan in fuch quanti¬ 
ties and at fo fmall an expence, as to anni¬ 
hilate the balance which the confumption 
of chocolate creates again ft Britain in the 
fcale of trade. The foil and climate of In¬ 
dia, together with the perfevering affiduity 
of the natives, applying tbemfelves accord-, 
ing to their refpe&ive families, to diftind 
or particular branches of labour, feem na,- 
turally adapted to the culture of the co¬ 
chineal infeCt, If no fortunate cafualty 
in politics ihall put the Britiih nation in 
pofteftion of the ifland of' Ceylon * (a 
fpot not more defrable for the vaft wealth 

* When this letter was written, Britain was at peace 
.with Holland.—The late rupture between thefe na¬ 
tions, has opened ixmBenfe’ profpefts to. England, by 
the conqueft of the ifland of Ceylon an .4 the Cape of 
Good Hope? 
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it yields, than for its pofition and harbour, 
fo excellently adapted for the protection 
of a navy at all feafons, and confequerttly 
for the defence of all India) the fouthern 
parts of the Carnatic, which have already 
fome, are capable -of producing abundance 
of cinnamon of the very beft quality. In 
ihort, it were vain to attempt an enume¬ 
ration of the various articles of fubliftence 
and of trade, which the famed peninfula 
of Hindostan is capable of yielding to 
a liberal and wife guardian, in cattle, 
flocks, grain, cloths, lialts, ores, drugs, 
gtois, &c. &c. Induftry and common un- 
derftanding, with the protection of perfon 
and property, would undoubtedly make it 
again what the Orientalifts Ailed it of old. 
The Paradife of Nations , 

•India, reftored to a refemblance of 
what it Was, will open its rich fluices, and 
with a ftrong attractive power, draw, in 
barter for its commodities, fuch fupplies 
of precious metals from European, Afri¬ 
can, and Afiatic nations, that the credit 
U 4 of 
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of the proteding power will co-operate 
with the grateful feelings of a happy peo r 
pie, to give effedual currency to bank¬ 
notes in circulation : whence a new fund 
of folid gain will flow into the Company’s, 
and thence into the national treafure.—- 
But to give the greateh poffible encourage¬ 
ment to general induftry, for the improve¬ 
ment of agriculture, and for the promo¬ 
tion of manufactures and commerce, a 
general bank fhould be eftablifhed, with a 
treafury and mint, on a new and extenlire 
fcale, and upon liberal principles, equally 
ufeful to the country and to the proprietors. 
In order to fhew the happy confequences 
arifing from a free and eafy ufe of money; 
in the country of which I now fpeak, let 
me mention an anecdote which. I heard 
from a Mr. Wood (with whom I hap¬ 
pened accidentally. to be in company) a 
free merchant of Decca. — : Mr. Wood, 
coming from Decca to Calcutta through 
a large trad of uncultivated and marftiy 
wood?, which renders that navigation both 
tedious and dangerous, chanced to fall in 

■ . ' with 
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with a poor native wood-cutter. In the 
courfe of converfation, the poor man faid, 
.that if he had but fifty rupees (five 
pounds) he could make a comfortable fet¬ 
tlement. The fifty rupees Mr, Wood lent 
him. When Mr. Wood, after flaying 
fome time at Calcutta, returned to Decca ? 
he faw the effects of his bounty in an ad¬ 
vanced fettlement on a fmall eminence, 
newly cleared from handing trees. Unfo- 
licited, he lent the wood-cutter fifty ru¬ 
pees more. The next voyage, Mr. Wood 
was delighted to behold the rapid progrefs 
of*the fettlement, and aftomlhed to meet 
the wood-cutter offering to repay half the 
fmall but generous loan. Mr. Wood re- 
fufed to receive it at that time, and lent 
one hundred rupees more. About eighteen 
months after the commencement of the 
fettlement, Mr. Wood had the inexpref- 
fible fatisfadtion of feeing his poor wood¬ 
cutter at the head of five populous villages, 
and a fpacious trad; of fine land under cul¬ 
tivation, drained and cleared of fwamps and 
woods. The wood-cutter repayed the 
principal 
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principal of the fmall fum he had bor¬ 
rowed, and tendered the intereft, while 
tears of gratitude and humble affe&ion, 
trickled down his venerable but fmiling 
countenance. 


LETTER 
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t E T TER XXXI. 

To J -—> M > E% London. 

Calcutta, ill Oflober, 1779. 
J N this celebrated land, fo abundant in 
objeds of curiofity, a Granger is par" 
ticularly firuck with cuftoms, manners, 
and opinions, whofe origin lies buried in 
the depths of an unfathomable antiquity. 
But the moil ftriking features in the cha¬ 
racter of the. .Hindoos, are their fuperdi¬ 
tion, and veneration for the inftitutions and 
tenets of their forefathers. In India, the 
dominion of religion extends to a tbour 
fund particulars, which in other countries 
are governed either by the civil laws, or 
by tafte, cuftom, or fafhion. Drefs, food, 
the common intercourfes of life, marriages, 
profeffions, all are under the jurifdidfcion 
religion. There is fcarcely any thing 
, which 
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which' is not regulated by fuperftition. 
It prefcribes rules of conduct in all cir- 
cumftances and lituations ,• nor is there any 
thing almoft fo trifling or minute as to be 
confidered as a matter of indifference. The 
original government of the. Hindoos, was 
in reality an hierarchy} for among that 
religious people, the higheft authority was 
pbflefled by the priefthood, or the Brah¬ 
min caji, a tribe of priefts like that of 
Levi among the Jews. Nor is it in this 
inftance only, that we And a refemblance 
between the natives of India and that 
Angular peopled have juft now mentioned. 
Not only were the governments of both 
nations. hierarchical, but in both there 
was a vaft variety of religious obfervances 
and ceremonies extending to many particu¬ 
lars, which in other countries are matters of 
choice or of indifference j and both enter¬ 
tained the moft profound refpedt and vene¬ 
ration for their anceftors, 

In European nations there is a love ot 
povelty, and an ardour of improvement, 

• ■ , which 
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which leads to a contempt of paft times, 
and an high eftimation of the prefent. In 
Alia, particularly in India, both on this 
iide and beyond the Ganges , there is a 
fcrupulous tenacity of ancient cuftoms and 
manners •, and the objedt of emulation is, 
not to invent any thing new, but to pre- 
ferve in their original purity, the ufages 
and the dodtrines of the moft remote 
antiquity. I know not whether there be 
not a certain connexion between this dif- 
pofition, and that turn which prevails in 
India, not towards invention or defign, but 
to imitation. In arts of this laft kind, 
the Hindoos are fo dextrous, that the. ori¬ 
ginal model is not to be diltinguilhed from 
the new produdtion, in any kind of cloth, 
earth, metal, wood, or Hone. For works 
of imitation, their nature feems peculiarly 
fitted, by that patient perfeverance which 
fo eminently diftinguilhes them •, and by 
another quality, if it be another, which is, 
that they are wholly occupied and ab- 
forbed in the prefent objedt. No diftrac- 
tion 
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tion of thought, no wandering of imagi¬ 
nation : the force of their mind, by means 
of fixed attention, is brought to bear, as 
it were, againd one place j it is brought 
to a centre of percuffion. And- with all 
this perfeverance and (training of attention, 
they preferve an evennefs of fpirits, which 
are never very much elevated but by the 
power of opium, -or other intoxicating 
herbs, but never deprefled by fuch labour 
as is fuit-ed to their bodily frames and con- 
ilitutions. The tranquillity of their minds, 
even in the mod trying circumdances, is 
expreffed by a conftant finile that fits grace¬ 
fully on their pkcid countenances. 

1 have often had occafion to animadvert 
on the partial and falfe notions entertained 
in Europe, that all other nations in the 
world are barbarians. Under the idea of 
heathenilm, the Europeans comprehend 
barbarous cudoms, manners, and laws, 
and ideas unworthy of the attributes of 
the. Supreme Being,—'I confefs,' that in 
10 my 
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my opinion, the charge of barbarifm might 
juftly be retorted on the arrogant natives 
of Europe, by moft nations in the world. 
I have had occafion to fee and to converfe 
with various tribes of thofe nations that 
are denominated, not barbarous , but even 
favage, on the continent and in the iflands 
of America, and have had accurate infor¬ 
mation concerning many nations in Africa. 
I have feen or had exadt information of 
the principles and manners of many na¬ 
tions in Alia, and the Aliatic and Afric a,™ 
iflands ; and I have not a doubt in my 
mind, that the nations of Europe are more 
favage than any of all thefe; if by the 
term favage, I may be allowed to under¬ 
hand oppreflion, cruelty, and injuftiee. 
‘fhat people, in my mind, have the befl: title 
to the praife of civilization and refine¬ 
ment, who are the moil humane, cour¬ 
teous, and jufl: in the intereourfes of focial 
life. A nation may be pofleffed of an. high 
degree of refinement in the arts and 
fciences, and with regard to the great art 



of lift, which confifts in-the pra&ice of 
virtue, may be mere barbarians *. In' 
Europe 

* Whether tfie p'rogrefs of civilization contributes, on 
the whole, to the improvement of virtue and the advance-; 
ment of happinefs, is a queftion which has' fumifhed of 
late an ample field of fpeculation. Thei greateft part of 
ipeculative reafoners, hefitate npt to afcribe to the'progrefo 
cf fcience and of art, whatever is defirable, ' graceful, 
and noble in human life ; while others decry-this progrefs 
as the fertile fource of infelicity, debafement; and cor¬ 
ruption. This Iaft opinion is generally confidered as 
tvhimfical, although it has been maintained by the genius 
and pathetic eloquence of Rouffeau. Indeed, it muft be 
allowed, that on this head Rouffeau is fomewhat extrava¬ 
gant ; although not fo extravagant as thofe who reprefent 
mankind in the firft fiages of fociety, merely as animals 
roaming through woods and deferts in queft of prey, de¬ 
void of all fidelity, benevolent inftinft; and fecial love. • 

The learned and fagacious author of Essays on rah 
History of Mankind in rude and cultivate'^ 
Ages, is of opinion-, that here, as in many other cafes, 
the truth will be found to lie between two extremes: and 
that the beneficial influence of the progrefs in queftion, 
“ is real, yet far inferior to what the panegyriils of fcience, 
and art have reprefented it to ,be; and. juft: barely enough 
to reward that continual purfuit which it folicits from 
every nation once engaged in this career.” . 

The epithets larharms and fays the feme in¬ 

genious advocate for the dignity of human nature, “occur 
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Europe, the progrefs of vice has kept pace 
with that of knowledge. If the people of 
the 


fo frequently in conyerfation and in books, that whoever 
employ* his thoughts in contemplation of the manners 
and hiftory of mankind, will have occafton -to confider, 
with lome attention, both what ideas thefe words are 
commonly meant to Gonvey, and in what fenfe they ought 
to be employed by the hihorian, and moral philofopher. 

“ It is of fome importance farely, in every difcuffion re¬ 
lative to human affairs, to have afcertained before-hand, 
what are thofe qualities in the manners and charafters of 
different nations, which, according-to the eftimation of 
reafon, after an impartial furvey of mankind, as they are 
and have been, may jnftify the impofition of names im¬ 
plying almoft unlimited cenfure or applaufe. 

“ Perhaps, on examination, it >vill not appear that any 
limple criterion of civilization and barbarity, taken either 
from laws, or manners, ,or any other circumftance in hu-_. 
man affairs, can be fixed upon, as correfponding to the 
general u'fe which is made of thefe terms, and fitted to 
explain their application in particular cafes. 

tc That civilization, fo highly extolled, is plainly .under- 
ffood, by its admirers, to be fomewhat of a mixed and 
complicated nature, comprehending various conftituent 
parts, fome effential to its very exiftence, fome only ac- 
ceflory and ornamental. In the total abfence of the former 
of thefe. Barbarity, according to the general acceptation 
of the word, teems to be uhderftood to confifl. 

,Vo».I. X 


cc Warm 



3 o6 TRAVELS in 

the eaft and weft have refined in policy,, 
and confequently degenerated from the 
original 

1* Warm and'fteady affe&ions in private life, an ho¬ 
nourable fidelity to engagements, whether exp refs or im¬ 
plied, the order of internal laws, equity and humanity 
in their conduit towards ft rangers, and foreign nations, 
will be infilled upon by all, as eliential to the character 
of a civilized people.,. The fciences, and fine arts, though 
not indifpenfahly eliential, muft be efteemed very .re- 
quifite: yet is not their influence exempted from fome 
•uncertainty and fufpicion. The cultivation of real fcience, 
the love and ftudy of the fine arts, while uncorrupted, 
add, no doubt, to the politenefs, and improve the enjoy¬ 
ments, of civilized nations ; but'an attachment to falfe 
fciences (feveral of which, like aftrology and magic, un- 
fufpe&ed while they flourifli, have prevailed, and perhaps 
prevail) or a paffion for fpurious and grotefque imitations 
of the line arts, as pantomimes, puppet-lhows, mafquerades, 
or the laboured decoration of gardens and parterres, can¬ 
not improve, and may degrade, in a certain degree, ‘the 
character of thofe nations by whom they are cherilhed. 

“ The vulgar and commercial arts, fubfervient to the 
plenty, accommodation, and elegance of ordinary life, 
feem almoft of an indifferent nature. 

“ Although by thefe the manners pf civilized nations 
may be ?mbelliftvea, yet the higher-degrees of generous 
virtue, and the trjieft politenefe of mind, may, be found 
among nations to vyhot^ thefe arts-ape .totally un¬ 
known. . - 

‘ : ' ' . .. Jfs-Sf 
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original purity of their morals, they have 
done fo -from aeceility. They found 
treachery, 

,c If' this be a fell enumeration of the qualities which, 
in the general fenfe of mankind, are underliood to con- 
JHtnte civilized manners, and a juft account of their re, 
fpeQive importance ; it deferves to be adverted to, that 
no nation has ever poffefied them all in their higbeft ex¬ 
cellence, nor has any fubfifted as a people (fhort periods 
of convulfion and anarchy excepted) without a very con- 
fiderable degree of one or more of thofe which are to be 
accounted inoft eflential. 

<l Were it not then better to fet afide from correfl rea- 
foning, the too general terms of barbarous and civilized, 
/fhbfHtutkig in their room exprefEons of more definite 
cenfexe and approbation. ? 

" Indeed thecommon acceptation of thefe words is found¬ 
ed upon a very general, but very falfe -and partial opinion 
. of the ffate of mankind. It fuppofes that the difference 
between one nation and another may be prodigioufly great j 
and fome happy and diftinguifhed tribes of men are, in 
all refpefts, generous, liberal, refined, and humane ; 
while others, from their hard fate, or their perverfenefs, 
remain in all refpefts illiberal, raifchievous, and rude. 

This general fuppofition with regard tb the condi¬ 
tion of human nature, is implied in that opinion of their 
own fuperiority over other nations, which Europeans are 
prone to entertain; a fuperiority which, like that affirmed 
by the Greeks, the Romans, and the Chinefe, is fuppofed 
' by thofe who claim it, to be abfolute and-immenfe ; yet, 
if brought to the ftandard of virtue and felicity, it may 
X 3 appear' 
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treach.ery,cunning, diffimulation,with other 
vices, necefTary to fecure their perfons and 
property 

■appear very inconfiderable in refpeft of the populous Aii- 
adc nations, who have flourilhed long under extcnfive 
monarchies; and not very great in refpeit even of the lim- 
pleft and rudeft race of men, inhabiting the frozen ihores 
of Greenland, or placed beneath the fervour of a vertical 
fun, along the Guinea coaft, or on the banks of the Ori¬ 
noco. 

f ‘ It ought to befuppofed that, if other nations were as 
far inferior to us, as we are willing to imagine, their con¬ 
dition would evidently tend to decay and extermination. 
With regard to the inferior orders of being, both animal 
and vegetable, it feems to be a law of nat'ure, that, where- 
ever they cannot attain, in fome very confiderable degree, 
fhe honours, if I may fo fpeak, and the emoluments of their 
pxiftence, there they gradually decline, and at laft ceafe to 
exift at all. Is man an exemption from the general law ? 
or may it not rather be believed, that wherever any tribes 
pf mankind fubiift, and do not manifeftly decay and hallen 
to extermination, there, though appearances belie it, they 
tnuft have attained a meafure of worth and of felicity not 
much inferior to that which the' moft admired nations 
jiave a&ually attained f 

Pr.'D unbar gives the following natural, and I had al- 
Kpoft feid flattering account of the origin of civil fociety: 

With fimilaxiappetites and congenial paffions, the ex- 
ifurfions of individuals wilf often coincide.. They will be 
founjd occafionally on the bauk$jof the feme river, or in 
|h( fetpe ajj-ner pf the grove. >. The reiterated appearance 
of 
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property againft the oppreffion and various 
machinations of emigrants from Europe. 

All 


of theobje&s flowly and imperceptibly calls' forth; new de¬ 
fires. Each interview has its effeft. The brutality of the 
favage begins to vanilh. Some refinement appears. An 
appetite for fociety ripens; which afterwards muft be gra¬ 
tified as well as other appetites. Little plans are carried 
on in concert; and at a time when no difcordant interefts, 
or various purfuits, had diverfified the fcene, a fmall com¬ 
munity might be kept together by the tie of fociability 
and reciprocal love; 

" In thefe days of envy, anddf mfereft; vie are'little able 
to conceive its force; nor,.if the feelings remained, could 
artificial language, in this refpedf, fupply the language of 
nature. When fimilar fun&ions and occupations in civil 
fociety prove fo often a bond of union among thofe of the 
fame order, how immenfe muft have been the effeft of atr 
exa£t conformity of life l That refemblance of difpofitioa 
and of character, which is the cement of little affociations/ 
and is the principle of private friendlhip, was the original, 
bafis of public union. The hiftory of the Soldurii ini 
Gaul, of the antient Germans, and of other public bo-' 
dies, of which there are fo many examples in the fimple 
ages, evidences the liability of thofe facred bonds and con¬ 
federacies that originate in the heart. The hiftory too of 
feme of the South Sea iiles, which the late, voyages of dis¬ 
covery have tended to difclofe, enables us to glance at fo¬ 
ciety in fome of its earlier forms, and to mark, in fpme 
ftriking examples, the inviolable fidelity of focial love, 

X 3 Tk 



; All biftory points to India as the 
mother of fcience and art. . This 
country was anciently fo renowned for 
knowledge and wifdom, that the philofo- 
phers of Greece did not difdain to travel 
thither for their improvement arid im¬ 
ported thence many notions, which they 

■ “ Theprinriples of onion Sfe,in the order of things, prior 
to the principles of hoftility. The former are, in truth, 
produ&ive of the latter, which, in a more advanced period, 
hurtling forth, like a torrent, againft other tribes, disfigure 
the charafter of uncivilized nations.” 

Although this author lfeers a courfe between Rondeaus 
<n the one hand, and the degrading Dean of Gloucefter on? 
the other, yet it is evident that he approaches much near¬ 
er to the paths of the former than to thole of the latter; for 
he admits, that the mod improved and refined nations very 
little excel in felicity or worth the fimpleli: and-rudeft-tribes 
of men.—Nay, he f S y S further, that, “ ou.r voyages of dif- 
etovery, which in.feme fefpefls.are fo honourable,,and Gal- 
etilated for noble endi, have fiefer yet been Happy for any 
of the tribes of mankind vifited by us. 5r 

Jt has been my fate in the courfe of a life full of viciJli- 
tades and.difappointments, to have vifited many different 
nations in all the quarters of the world; and all that I 
have Heard.or feen, confirms the fentiments now.qu'otgd 
from the refpe&able author of Essays oij.ths History 
of Makkinb,. ■■ 

:•« incorporated 
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incorporated with their fyftems of philo- 
fophy. Pythagoras, Democritus, Anax- 
archus, Pyrrho, Apollonius, and ' others, 
went to India in order to converfe with the 
Brahmins of that country j whom, from 
the nature of their garments, which left 
a great part of their bodies uncovered, they 
called gymno-fophijis , or the naked phi- 
lofophers. 

It appears, from the concurring tefti- 
tnonv of ancient writers, that the Brah¬ 
mins of India, about two thoufand years 
ago, lived innocent, pure, and atiftere lives* 
abftaining from wine and animal food j 
and, as much as poffible, from all fenfual 
enjoyment. They Qiunned the contagious 
example of a world funk in corruption* 
and endeavoured to £helter their feeble 
virtue by retirement in caves and woods, 
where they fubfifted on the ipontaneous 
produ&ions of the earth. 

JTheiR moral principles were the moft 
fublime that could be imagined. The 
X 4 grand 
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grand concern of human life, was the at¬ 
tainment of Wifdom ; by which they un~ 
derftood, moral wifdomor virtue.- In the 
pradice of this', they were indifferent to 
pleafure or pain, to life or death. For the 
prefent life, according to the. primitive 
Brahmins, was- but the commencement of 
our exiftence. The foul after death re¬ 
turned to God, from whom it fprang, and 
who would beftow eternal life and happi- 
nefs bn the good, but inflid on the wicked 
different degrees of puni foment. They 
believed, that the fouls of men- migrated af¬ 
ter'death, into different animal bodies, un¬ 
til having done penance in this manner 
for their fins, and being purified from 
evil habits and defires, they were made fit 
for a more immediate communication with 
the eternal and divine father of fpirits, and 
fource of all happinefs. Man, they af¬ 
firmed, carried about with him, in his owft 
body, enemies which it was his buffoefs 
continually to combat, evil delires and in- 
/clinationsi by conquering which, it was, 

' , ■. :: • that 
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that he prepared for himfelf a favourable 
reception in the heavenly manfions. 

Such are the accounts that are given 
by the writers of antiquity, of this lin¬ 
gular tribe. And it is eafy to perceive 
how much their tenets coincided at leaft, 
'if they did not give birth to the metem- 
pfychojis of Pythagoras, and the divine ori¬ 
gin and immortality of the foul~dodlrines 
maintained by the fublimeft reafoning in 
the writings of Plato~and the idea under 
which the fame noble author confided 
that oppofition which is felt between rea- 
fbn and paffion ; whieh is, that the rational 
foul is chained to a furious monfter, and 
that all its endeavours fhould be bent to 
cut the chain that binds them together, 
and to procure its own emancipation. The 
two felfs or fouls of Xenophon , is a dodtrine 
of the fame kind: and every man muft be 
flruck - with the remarkable coincidence 
there is between thefe figures of Plato 
and Xenophon , and that bolfi allegory of 
in old and new man, which we find in the 
3 \ infpired 
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infpired writings of St. Paul. It is in my 
opinion a reproach to the prefent age, and 
in general to modern times, that, notwith- 
flan ding the advancement of commerce, 
and the facility of intercourfe which is 
thereby opened with the tribes of India, 
the fentiments of the Brahmins of the 
prefent, are not fo well underftood as were 
thole-of the fame order in antient times. 
Emigran ts from Europe travel now into the 
eaft, not in fearch of knowledge but of 
gold; and they are of a very different opi¬ 
nion from Solomon, who maintains that 
wifdom is better than Rubies .. I cannot 
help thinking that the genius of modern 
times, though moi-e accurate, is lefs fub- 
lime than that of antiquity; and withal, 
more, dogmatical, and lefs open to convic¬ 
tion; The nature of the elements; the 
origin and end of all things; the nature of 
the human foul; the fupreme good and 
^ chief glory pf man; thefe, with other .grand 
and important fubjedts, exereifed the men¬ 
tal powers of antient fages; who did not 
confine their refearches to one particular 
5 objedt, 
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object, to the humble purfuits of a botan- 
i/f. nor even to the more exalted views of 
a Geometrician; ■ but who, taking a bold 
and extenfive flight over both animated 
and inanimated matter, combined differ¬ 
ent ideas by various analogies ; ever intent 
to deduce from the whole, truths more 
and more abftraded and fublime, whence 
they might draw pra&ical rules for the 
conduit of life. In the purfuit of thefe 
objects, they fpared neither time, labour, 
or expence. We may form an idea of that 
ardent defire of knowledge which infpired 
the breafts of thofe antient enquirers into 
truth, from the journey of Pythagoras into 
Egypt and India j his long refidence in the 
former country; his patient folicitatioiij 
after repeated repulfes and evafions, to be 
admitted to a knowledge of the myfterieS 
of the priefts; and by his fubmitting him* 
felf, for that purpofe, to the painful rite 
of circumcifion. When, we compare the 
ardour of this man’s curiolity, and the 
variety and extent of his views, with 
the. fedentary and limited occupations of 
: modem 
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modern Cmnofcenti-, is it difficult to de¬ 
termine, which, of the two beft deferves 
the name of philofopher. One man-of 
leifure, and without much avarice or am¬ 
bition, purchafes a telefcope, with which 
heftaresat the full moon, or makes fomeob- 
fervations that have been made a thoufand 
times before him, by way of confirming a 
theory, which at the fame time he fup- 
pofes to ftand in no need of confirmation. 
Another buys a microfeope; by means of 
which he difcovers fome fmall vefifel or 
gland, or perhaps, as he may fancy, fome 
infedfc invifible to the human eye : whence 
a difpute will, in all probability arife, 
whether it be, after all, an animal or only 
a particle of matter *. A third, on fome 
remote coaft, or unfrequented mountain, 
obferves a plant which has neither bean 
defcribed by the moil ingenious 
Jon , nor by that Nomendator Linnceus. 
Thefe gentlemen communicate their dif- 
coveries to Pbilofopbers licenfed by public. 


* Tins is now the cafe with Lewenhoek’s Animalculi 
'tcmiialti. 


authority* 
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authority; and ftraightway their obfcure 
names fwell the lifts of Members of fucb 
or fuch an academy , and of Fellows of the 
Royal Society. Sueh is the tafte of the 
prefent times. We have our Grceviufes 
and our Burmanni, as well- as the laft: cen¬ 
tury had theirs, whofe microfcopic eyes 
take in narrow objects, but are never fuf- 
ficiently opened to admit the images of 
fuch as are grand and extenfive. Many 
fubjeds of importance remain unexplored, 
while trifles are magnified into:mighty 
concerns* and difcufled with minute at¬ 
tention-.'—But I return from this digreffion 
to the Indian Brahmins. 

Although we are not fo well ac¬ 
quainted with the hiftory of the modern 
Brahmins of India, as might be expeded, 
ft am the enlarged, knowledge, commerce* 
and curiofity of the prefent times * yet we 
•know enough of this tribe, to conclude 
with certainty, that they have degenerated 
much from the purity of their anceftors. 
I' know not whether fuch calculators as 
Dr, 
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Dr. Price, might not be able, from the 
prefent corrupt date, of the Brahmins , to 
compute the time of the firft inftjtution of 
that order. All religious fedtaries, in the 
courfe of time, degenerate from the au- 
ftere virtues of their firft heads or lead¬ 
ers. Chriftians , in general, and alfo the 
particular jfeSis of Chriftianity, bear wjt- 
nefs to the truth of this pofition: with- 
thefe data, I doubt not but an ingenious 
■ calculator might inveftigate the age of the 
order of Brahmins, and confequently that 
of the Hindoo empire, with which that 
clafs of men was no doubt coeval. 

I have already given a fhort iketch of 
what the Indian priefts were near two 
thoufand years ago. In the prefent times 
it is afferted, that European nfurpers.fome- 
times make ufe even of the Brahmins as 
tools pf opprefEon, and as inftruments of 
plunder. But whatever their lives be, their 
dodt'rine is on the whole yet pure and ex¬ 
cellent : for among feveral errors, they 
maantainthofetruths which form the 
harmony 
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harmony of the world, ‘That there is one~\ 
fupreme God , and that he is delighted with 
charity and good works more than by all other 
facrifices. In general their religious tenets are 
very conliftent with the ideas which are en¬ 
tertained of the Divinity in Europe. Many 
fuperftitious pradices have indeed been 
introduced among the generality of the 
people. Wooden images are placed in all 
their temples, and on certain festivals are ex-? 
hibited on the high-roads and in the ftreets 
of towns. Thefe have impreffed ftrangers 
with a notion that the Gent00s are idol- 
aters ; when in truth the homage they pay 
to their images, is precifely of the fame 
kind with that which the Roman Ca¬ 
tholics yield to the images of our Saviour 
and the faints, which are only meant to 
awaken attention, and to give livelier 
ideas of the objedts of their devotion. 
This I have been repeatedly told by Gen- ■ 
toosy in whofe judgment and veracity I 
repofe great confidence. The images of 
which I fpeak, are various, and often mon- 
$rous in their forms. They are figures 
intended 
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intended to adumbrate the attributes of 
the Deity by vifible repreferitations of their 
effedts, which appear in the works of 
creation and providence. Thus far only 
the Gentoos are idolators, that in wor- 
fhipping the great God of the univerfe, 
they place before their bodily eyes, for the 
information.of their minds, fuch reprefen- 
itations as are calculated to recall, in a vivid 
manner, to their imaginations, thofe attri¬ 
butes which they believe that Almighty 
being only to polfefs. 

The Hindoos, as well as the Perfians, 
Tartars, and adjoining nations,,who have in¬ 
habited Hindoftan fince it was conquered by 
Tamerlane or Timurbeg, though of different 
nations, religions, lavfrs, and cuftoms, ppf- 
fefs neverthelefs, in equal degrees, hofpita- 
lity, politenefs, and addrefs. In refinement 
and eafe they are fuperior to any people to 
the weftward of them. In politenefs and ad¬ 
drefs,- in gracefulnefs of deportment, and 
Ipeech, an Indian is^as .much fuperior to 
# Frenchman of fafhipn,.aa 5 a;French cour^ 

/ - tier 
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tier is to a Dutch burgo-matter of Dort *» 
A Frenchman is indeed by no means de¬ 
ficient in eafe of carriage; but that eafe is 
mixed with forward familiarity, with con¬ 
fidence, and felf-eonceit. The Hindoos* 
efpecially thofe of the higher Cajies, are in 
their demeanour eafy and unconftfained* 
ttill more than even a French courtier; but 
their eafe and freedom is referved, model!:* 
and refpeftful. A Frenchman is polite be- 
caufe he thinks it his honour to be polite: 
an Indian, becamfe he thinks it his duty. 
The former is polite becaufe he regards 
himfelf; the latter becaufe he refpedls 
you. 

Their perforis are ttraight and elegant, 
their limbs finely proportioned, their 
fingers long and tapering, their counte¬ 
nances open and pleafant, and their fea¬ 
tures exhibit the mott delicate lines of 
beauty in the females, and in the males a 
kind of manly foftnefs. Their walk and 

* The leaft of all the town* in Holland. 

Yol.L T gait, 
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gait, as well as their whole deportment, is 
in the higheft: degree graceful. The drefs 
of the men is a kind of clofe-bodied gown, 
like our women’s gowns, and wide trow- 
fers, refembling petticoats, reaching down to 
their flippers. Such of the women as ap¬ 
pear in public, have fhawls over their heads 
and fhoulders flhort clofe jackets, and 
tight drawers which come down to their 
ancles. Hence the drefs of the men gives 
them in the eyes of Europeans, an appearance 
of effeminacy; whereas that of the women 
will appear rather mafculine: fuch is the 
influence of habit and cuftom on human 
fentiments j an influence which extends 
not merely to matters of tafte, but, as the 
ingenious Dr. Smith, in his iTheory of 
Moral Sentiments,, obferves, to objeds of 
higher importance. 

Many of the original Hindoo tribes 
or Cafes f, moil or all the defendants of 

* Somewhat refembling the plaids of N. Britain, and 
the black veils of Brabant. . * , 

t Ca /e is a Portuguefe word,' ifiipEirting a clafi or tribe; 

Moors, 
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Moors, as well as the emigrants which 
pour in great fwarms into India, from 
Perfia and the adjacent countries, are 
brave, intrepid, and cool in battle.—--Hav¬ 
ing the fame weapons, and under fimilar 
difcipline, why fhould they not be a match 
for men of the fame country and com¬ 
plexion with themfelves, although thofe 
men are under the aufpices of foreign na¬ 
tions ?—The advantage of thefe aufpices 
may doubtlefs be counterbalanced by fu- 
periorityof numbers, and other favourable 
circumftances, which it is needlefs to enu¬ 
merate. Thefe are ferious and impor¬ 
tant obje&s of public eonfideration: a 
negleCt of which has already produced 
the moft alarming Ioffes in revenue, and 
difadvantages in trade, and feems indeed 
to threaten the extinction of the prefent 
Eaft India Company. 

From the difference of Cadres or dalles 
of the people in Hindoftan, I mean the 
original inhabitants^ there arifes a differ¬ 
ence of education and drefs, But even 
Y 2 the 
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the inferior clafles are taught reading, 
writing, and arithmetic: the youth are 
taught, not within doors, but in the open 
air; and it is a Angular, but not unpleaf- 
ing fpedacle, to behold, in every village, a 
venerable old man, reclined on a terraced 
plain, teaching a number of furrounding 
boys, who regard him with the utmoft 
reverence and attention, like a fhepherd 
feeding his flock. In thofe Ample femi- 
naries, where the want of magnifleent 
halls and theatres is divinely compenfated 
by the fpacious canopy of Heaven, the 
gentle and tradable fons of the Hindoos 
are not only prepared for the buflnefs, but 
intruded in the duties of life; a pro¬ 
found veneration for the objed or .objeds 
of religious worfhip; reverence of their 
parents; fefped for their feniors; juftice 
and humanity towards all men, but a par¬ 
ticular affedion for thofe of their own 
Cajie. 

The Hindoo language is beautiful, ex- 
preflive, and nervous. In reading and 
fpeaking. 
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fpeaking, the Hindoos are very mufical. 
Their fpeech, like that of the Italians, 
flows in a kind of numbers. There is a 
dead language, underftood only by the li¬ 
terati of the country, that is, the priefts, 
called the Sanfcrit language, in which their 
facred volumes are written, even as our 
facred fcriptures are written in Greek and 
Hebrew. But whether that language was 
originally different from that of the coun¬ 
try, or whether it has only now become 
unintelligible to the people, through that 
change which is incident to all living lan¬ 
guages, is, I believe, not well known. 

Having already obferved, that the ge¬ 
nius of the Hindoos is rather imitative 
than inventive, I need fcarely add, that 
they have lefs curiofity in their nature than 
the European nations have; that they do 
not vary their fafhions; and that they are 
not fond of novelty beyond the precmBs of 
their Harams.' From the temper and te¬ 
nets of this people, as well as from feveral 
hints in ancient hiftorians, it appears more 
Y 3 than 
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than probable, that the lame kind of gar-, 
nients, of food, of furniture, of buildings, 
and of manners, which obtained among 
their progenitors thoufands of years ago, 
a&ually prevails among the Hindoo tribes 
at this day. In like manner, the fame 
profefilons are adhered to by the fame 
families with fuperftitious exadtnefs. Thofe 
profefilons are exceedingly numerous. This 
divifion and fubdivifion of employment and 
labour; the vaft variety of caftes from the 
'Brahmins down to the filherman *, is one 
proof, among many others, of the anti¬ 
quity of the Hindoo nation,, and their 
progrefs in the arts. It appears very lin¬ 
gular, that the different caftes are not 
-only prohibited from intermarrying, but 
alfo from eating with one another, and 
even from eating of the fame kind of 
food. 

* The profeffioti of a fifherman was, of all profefilons, 
the humbled: among the Jews. The Son of God exem¬ 
plified his divine power in making fifhermen inflruments 
gf propagating the Gofpel. 


Although 
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Although the Gentoo laws, relative 
to Caffes, their education, food, drefs, 
marriages, and occupations, be held forth 
as religious tenets, yet, upon inveftigation, 
they will be found to have been very wife 
and falutary political inftitutions, intended 
to give authority to government; to fe~ 
cure the fupreme power in the hands of 
the prieffhood; to preferve to the com¬ 
munity different races of labourers, arti¬ 
ficers, hulbandmen, warriors, and priefts. 
The females are betrothed when in a ftate 
of infancy, and marriages are confum- 
mated as foon as the parties arrive at 
the age of puberty : an inftitution which 
is neceffary to the population of the 
country; which, but for this precaution, 
would be greatly diminilhed by the opera¬ 
tion of the Gentoo religion, which admits 
not of converts from other religions, and 
eafily rejects offenfive characters from the 
number of its own profeffors, which is 
called the Lofs of Cajie. 
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The Gentoos are perfuaded, that the 
waters of the three great rivers,- Ganges, 
Kiftna, and Indus, have the facred virtue 
of purifying thofe who bathe in them, 
from all pollutions and fins. This reli¬ 
gious idea feems alfo to be founded on a 
principle of policy, and intended to re- 
ftrain the natives from migrating into 
diftant countries: for it is remarkable, 
that the facred rivers I have juft now men¬ 
tioned, are fp fituated, that there is not 
any part of India where the inhabitants 
may not have an opportunity of waihing 
away their fins, The Ganges, which rifes 
in the, mountains of Thibet, with its dif¬ 
ferent branches, runs through the kingdoms 
of Bengal, Bahar,.andOrixa, and the upper 
provinces of Qude, Rohilcund, Agra, 
Delhi, and Lahore, The Kiftna divides 
the Carnatic from Golconda, and runs 
through the Vifiapore into, the interior 
parts of the Deccan. And the Indus bound¬ 
ing the Guzurat provinces, feparates Hin- 
dpftan from the dominions of Perfia. 

The 
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The food of the Hindoos is Ample, con¬ 
fining chiefly of rice, ghee, which is a 
kind of imperfect butter, milk, vegetables, 
and oriental fpices of different kinds, but 
chiefly what is called in the eaft, chilly, 
and in the weft, green or Cayen pepper. 
The warrior cajle, may eat of the flefli of 
goats, mutton, and poultry, which is 
drefl'ed into carryes and pilaws*. Other 
fuperior caftes may eat poultry and fi£h; 
but the inferior caftes are prohibited from 
eating fleih or filh. of any kind. Their 
greateft luxury confifts in the ufe of the 
richeft fpiceries and perfumes, of which 
the great people are very lavifh. Their 
drefs, in point of richnefs, is proportioned 
to their ftations: their pomp and equipage 

* Cariyes are a kind of fricapes of mutton, fowl, or fifli; 
the fauce of which is compofed of dried vegetables, pecu^ 
liar to the eaft, and fine rice, boiled with very little 
water, introduced‘on a feparate plate: The fauce of the 
fricaffee is poured on the rice, and the meat laid above 
both. The pilaw is fine Patna rice dry-boiled, and fried 
with ghee, which has been already defcribed, mixed with, 
yaxious fpices, and particularly the cardamon, brought in 
on a-large dilh, in which is concealed amidft the rice, a 
foiled fowl, or part of a kid, or of a lamb. 

1° 


confift 
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confift in a numerous retinue of fervants 
of various denominations, who attend all 
their vifits and excurfions; in the dreffes 
of thofe attendants ; the elegance of their 
palanquins ; and the caparifons of their 
horfes, camels, and elephants. It is fu- 
perfluous to obferve, that in confequence 
of this multiplicity of different ranks, the 
Hindoos have the highefl: ideas of fubor¬ 
dination, and pay to their fuperiors the 
fame ready deference and homage, which 
they expedt themfelves from their infe¬ 
riors. 

Their hou'fes cover much ground, and 
have fpacio.us galleries and accommodations 
of various kinds. The apartments are fmall, 
and the furniture not very elegant, if we 
except the richeft Perfian carpets. The 
grandeur of their palaces confifts in baths, 
perfumes, temples, gods, andharams. The 
harams or zenanas, that is, the refidences 
of the women, are removed from the front 
of the houfe, and lighted only from a fquare 
fpace in the centre of the whole building. 
The apparel of the women is inconceivably 
rich i 
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rich they have jewels on their fingers and 
about their necks, and alfo in their ears 
and noftrils, with bracelets not only on 
their wrifts, but on their arms above their 
elbows, and on their legs around their 
ancles. 

. One particular clafs of women are al¬ 
lowed to be openly proftituted: thefe are 
the famous dancing girls. Their attitudes 
and movements are very eafy, and not un¬ 
graceful. Their perfons are delicately 
formed, gaudily decorated, and highly 
perfumed. By the continuation of wan¬ 
ton attitudes, they acquire, as they grow 
warm in the dance, a frantic lafcivioufnefs 
themfelves, and communicate, by a natural 
contagion, the mod: voluptuous defires to 
the beholders. 

Their civil inftitutions refpedting the 
divifion and fecurity of property, and the 
internal police of the country, were origi¬ 
nally founded on principles of the founded: 
political wifdom, and were well calculated 
to 
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to promote the happinefs of the whole 
nation, as well as that of particular caftes 
or tribes. But the innovations of con¬ 
querors and ufurpers, in feveral inilances, 
particularly in the tenure of immoveable 
property, which was originally of a feudal 
nature, have marred the harmony of the 
ancient conftitution, and rendered property 
and perfonal liberty more precarious, lefs 
defined, and more expofed to chicanery and 
mifconftrudtion. 

Although the Hindoos are naturally 
the mod inoifenfive of all mortals, yet does 
their humanity confift more in abftaining 
from injurious, than in .the performance of 
beneficent actions. ' There is a wonderful 
mildnefs in their manners, and alfo in 
their laws, which are influenced by their 
manners by which the murder of an 
human creature, and of a cow,- are the only 
crimes that are punilhed by death. Vet 
with all. this gentlenefs of dilpofttion, they 
are inferior to the boifterous Europeans, 
W^th all their vices, in the .virtues of com- 
. pafiion 
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paflion and generality. They are wanting 
i-n that tendernefs which' is the moft amia¬ 
ble part of our nature. They are lefs af¬ 
fected by the diftreffes and dangers, and 
even the accidental deaths of one another, 
than any nation I know in the old or new 
World. Yet they love to excefs: a proof, 
either of the inconfiftency of the human 
character 5 or that the amorous paxTion is 
not derived from the nobleft part of our 
nature. 

• This infenfibility of the Hindoos to 
the diftreffes and dangers of their fellow- 
creatures, appears to me a wonderful phe¬ 
nomenon. ^Perhaps that defpotifm which 
has long been exercifed under the Mogul 
tyranny, by familiarifing the mind to feenes 
of death, has blunted a fenfe of its terrors. 
Perhaps thofe ideas of predeftinatron and 
irrefiftible fate, which prevail in Afia, and 
in all defpotic governments, prepares the 
mind for an acquiefcence in all events. An 
Englifh gentleman was ftanding by a native 
of Hindoftan, when an enormous and fierce 
tiger 
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tiger leaped from a thicket, and carried off* 
a fcreaming boy, the fon of one of his 
neighbours. The Englishman exprefled 
Symptoms of the moft extreme horror, 
while the Hindoo remained unmoved. 
“ What,” faid the former, “ are you unaf¬ 
fected by So dreadful a Scene?” “ The 
great God," faid the other, “ would have it 
fo.”—Whatever may be the caufe, it is 
certain, that death is regarded with lefs 
horror in India than in any other country 
in the world. The origin and the end of all 
things, fay the philofophers of India of 
the prefent times, is a vacuum. A date of 
repofe is the ftate of greateft perfection: 
and, this is the date after which a. wife 
man afpires. It is better, fay the Hin¬ 
doos, to fit than to walk, and to deep than 
to Wake j, but death is the beft of all. 

According to the Gentoo laws, cri¬ 
minals Sentenced to death are not to be 
fixangled, Suffocated, or poifoned, but to 
be cut off by the fword; becaufe, without 
zxi ejfufion of blood, malefactors are fuppofed 
to 
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to die with all their iins about them ; but 
the Ihedding of their blood, it is thought, 
expiates their crimes. The unjuft pu- 
nifhment of Nundcomar, who was hanged 
. on a gibbet againft the laws of his country, 
and even by an ex poji faElo Engliih law, 
was aggravated by that circumftance of 
horror, that he died without an effufion 
, of blood. 

The Hindoos are well acquainted with 
the nature of limples, and apply them j u- 
dicioufly either in performing cures which 
require not amputation, or in effeding 
death by quick or flow poifons. They 
have been for ages, in the practice of ino¬ 
culating for the final 1-pox; oh which oc- 
cafion, as well as on others, they have're- 
courfe to the favourable mediation of 
charms, or fpells. 

Although the pradice of Hindoo 
women burning themfelves on the funeral 
. piles of their hufbands, and embracing in 
. the mean time their dead bodies in their 
arms. 


3 
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arms, be not fo general now as it has for¬ 
merly been, yet does it dill prevail among 
fome of the wives of men of high cade 
and condition : and although this effort of 
frantic love, courage, and ambition, be 
deemed an aggrandizement of the family 
and relations of both hufband and wife, 
but especially of the wife’s, yet their 
friends and relations conftantly endeavour 
to diifuade the women who declare their 
refolutions of burning, from carrying them 
into execution. Even the Brahmins do not 
encourage this practice. 

The carries which iafpire Hindoo wo¬ 
men with this defperate refolution, are, 
I imagine, the following : 

In the firft place; as the-wife >has, from 
her earlieft infancy, been betrothed in mar¬ 
riage to her hufoand, and from that time 
has never been permitted to fee another 
man; as fhe is inftrudted to believe that 
he is perfedly accomplifhed, and 1 taught 
to refpedt and honour him; as, after con- 
fummation. 
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filmmation, fhe is fluit up from the com¬ 
pany, converfation, and even the fight of 
other men, with ftill greater care, if pof- 
fible, than before, being now debarred 
from feeing even the father or elder bro¬ 
ther of her hufband, the bonds of her 
affection muft needs be inconceivably 
llrong and indiffoluble. To an European 
lady, the zenana naturally appears in the 
light of an horrible prifon: but the 
daughters of Afia never confider confine¬ 
ment to the zenana as any hardship. They 
Confider it as a condition of their exiftence, 
and they enjoy all the happinefs of which 
they have any conception j their whole de- 
lires being concentred and fixed on their 
hufband, their food, jewels, and female 
attendants. 

In the fecond place, if the wife fiirvive 
her Hufband, fhe cannot marry again, and 
is treated as an inferior perfon, and an out- 
cafi: from her family. Nay, fhe is obliged, 
in her mournful and.hopelefs widow-hood, 

Vol. I, Z to 
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to perform all the offices of a menial fer- 
rant. "■ ; 

In the third place, fhe is flattered with 
the idea of having immortalized her 
name, and aggrandized her children, and 
her own and hufband’s families. 

Lastly, fhe is rendered infenfible to 
the pains and horrors of what fhe is to 
fuffer, by thofe intoxicating perfumes and 
mixtures which are administered to her 
after fhe has declared her final and unalter¬ 
able refolntion—-1 fay her final refolution, 

' becaufe one or two declarations, of an in» 
tention to die with her hufband, is not fuf- 
ficient. The -ftrength of her refolution 
undergoes a probation. There is a certain 
time prefcribed by the Gentoo law, during 
■ which her family and friends exert their 
Btrnoft influence, in order to difluade her 
from. burning j and if fhe perfifl in her ‘ 
refolution to the end of that period; it is 
not lawful to ufe any more perfuafions 
with 
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with her, to abandon it. .If fhe fhould 
alter her purpofe after that period, fhe 
would be punifhed with the lofs of all 
cajles, and live in a ftate of the moft com>- 
plete mifery and contempt,. . Nay, if an. 
European or Chriftian does but touch her 
very garment with his finger, when fhe is 
going to the pile, an immediate flop. is 
put to the ceremony, the is forced to live 
an outcaft from her family, and. from the 
Gentoo religion. 

You.will doubtlefs, my friend, have 
curiofity to know, in what manner, after 
all thefe ftimulatives to perfeverance,. the 
tender fex, among a foft and effeminate 
people, fuftains the near approach of a 
feene. fo full of awe and horror. Amidft 
her weeping relations and friends, the vo-. 
luntary vidim to love and honor alone 
appears ferene and undaunted. A gentle 
fmile is, diffufed over her countenance: the 
walks upright, with an eafy but firm ftep j 
talks to thofe around her, of the virtue.s of 
the deceafed, and of the joy with which 

% 2 fhe 
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/he will be tranfported when' her fhade dial! 
meet with his; and encourages her for- 
rowful attendants to hear with fortitude 
the fight of thofe momentary fufferings 
which £he herfelf is about toyfe/.--Having' 
afcended the funeral pile, fhe lays'herfelf 
down by the body of her hulband, which 
fhe fervently embraces. A dole of nar¬ 
cotic mixtures is then adminiftered for the 
tail time ; and inftantly the perfon, whole 
office it is, fets fire to the pile. 

Thus the mod; determined refolution of 
which we can form arty conception, is 
found in the weaker fex, and'in the fdft' 
climes of Ada. It is to the honour of 
that fex and thofe climes, that the greatefl 
courage they exhibit, ' is the effeft, not of 
the furious impulfes of "rage "and' revenge," 
but confcious dignity and‘love. 

' It might naturally be imagined by an 
European, that the feveral wives of one 
man (for polygamy is general throughout 
all" Ada) would regard one another with 

" ■ mutual 
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mutual jealouly and averfion ; and that, 
they in reality do, has been afferted by 
writers of high reputation. The fa£b how¬ 
ever is quite otherwife: they vifit one 
another with great friendfhip and cordia¬ 
lity; and if they are of the fame cafic , 
.will occafionally eat together.—The huf- 
band is reftrained from eating with his 
wives, either by . a regard to cuflom; or,, 
as I have been informed by fome of the 
Gentoos thernfelves, by a precept of their 
religion. 

Notwithstanding the extreme an¬ 
tiquity of moft Indian nations, I am told 
that in India beyond the Ganges, on the 
confines of Aracan and Pegu, there is a 
people (if folitary favages roaming through 
woods in quell of prey, deferve the name 
of people) that appear to be in the very 
firft ftage of fociety. They are the only 
people in the known world that go ab- 
folutely naked, without the finallell cover¬ 
ing on any part of their bodies- They' 
Jive on fruit, which grows fpontaneoufly, 
Z 3 in 



342 TRAVELS in 
in the uncultivated deferts they inhabit, 
in great abundance i and on the fleih of 
animals, which they tear alive and devour 
raw. They fit on their hams, with their 
legs and arms difpofed in the manner of 
monkeys. • At the approach of men, they 
flie into their woods, They take care of 
their offspring,' and live in families, but 
feem to have no ideas of fubordination of 
rank, or civil government, I have never 
had occafion to. fee this race of mortals 
myfelf, but I have converfed with feveral 
perfons who have feen them ; all of whom 
concur in the general account of them, 
which I have now given you. ' 

$ am, &c. 6cc» 
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LETTER XXXII. 

To J—— M-, Efqj London. 

Calcutta, jth 0 £bber 1779; 
MY DEAR SIR, P 

I HAVE at laft determined to return to 
Europe as fpeedily as poffible. I have 
obtained leave to go paflenger ip the 
Swallow packet, which has been under 
failing orders ever fince the month of 
July, I could not think of-letting flip an 
opportunity, of feeing Suez and Grand 
Cairo. It is' probable that I may be the 
bearer of the Company’s firfl: difpatches. 
This letter and its duplicate go by Dutch 
ihips to Holland. 

In two letters dated at this place, one 
of them the 20th, the other the 28th of 
September, I have endeavoured to imprefs 
Z 4 your 
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your mind with an idea of the immenfe 
advantages to be derived to Great Britain, 
by a wife and generous fyftem of policy, 
from the ingenious natives and fertile foil 
of Hindoftan. 

But in oppofition to the flattering ideas 
thrown out in thofe letters, it may not 
improbably be urged, that the Company’s 
India inveftments fell in Europe at a con- 
fiderable lofs, and confequently that un¬ 
wrought commodities, as well as the--cot-, 
ton and filk manufactures of India, are 
obtained at fo great an expence as to ren¬ 
der a trade to; advantage impracticable. 
Such reafoning will appear plaufible to 
perfons unacquainted with India ; never- 
thelefs it is not juft. How does it happen* 
that the French, who of late years have 
not carried on any trade' with India but 
through the Engliih, as the vehicle of re¬ 
mittances, have fold the unwrought and 
manufactured commodities of Bengal, and 
the coaft of Coromandel, at public outcry 
in L’Orient, at the rate of 25. to 40 per 
' . •' cent. 
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cent, profit to the importer, although 
thofe commodities are charged with an heavy 
freight, king’s duty, farmers duty, in- 
dult, infurance, commiffions, and various 
other fmart expences, amounting in the 
whole from 26 to 31 per cent. ?—How 
•does it happen, that India goods imported 
fcy Danifh and Portuguefe free-traders, 
have yielded high profits, notwithstand¬ 
ing that they are fubjedt to higher duties 
than the companies of their refpedtive na¬ 
tion^, and other heavy charges, arifingfrom 
the want of home confumption and ex-r 
portation to foreign markets ?—The efta- 
hlilhed companies of Denmark and Portu¬ 
gal, as well as Holland, gain by their fales, 
when loaded only with the charges inci¬ 
dent to the goods themfelves: but the two 
former of thefe, having no territorial reve¬ 
nues, their profits are reduced by the ne- 
ceflary expences of civil and military efta- 
blilhments. 

There are reafons for imagining, that 
the Englilh Company at home are left 
• adtive 
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adive than they might be in procuring 
for their goods adequate prices. But the 
capital error originated in Hindoftan, 
where it ftill remains uncorreded. The" 
Directors, milled by wrong information 
from India, and forgetting thofe fenti- 
nients which on former occasions they in-, 
pulcated with a Strength of argument 
worthy of the juftice of that caufe in 
which it was exerted, have adopted max.- 
-ims the moft fubverfive that can be 
imagined of their interests j maxims which 
have encouraged the rapacity of their faith- 
lefs principal fervants in India, to concert 
means of reducing the value, and at the fame 
time of enhancing the coft of the feveral 
articles which compofe the general invest¬ 
ments. Monopolies of manufactured goods, 
opium, beetle nut, tobacco, fait, and rice, 
(articles which had long employed the in¬ 
dustry and ingenuity of the people) gave 
. birth to various Shameful oppreffions and 
unreasonable exadions •, which enriched in¬ 
deed a few highly-favoured and pampered 
mdividuals, but which threw multitudes 
6 of 
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©f hufbandmen, labourers, and manufac¬ 
turers, idles failed the prices of the-necef- 
faries of life, and greatly depopulated the 
country* The number of labourers and 
manufacturers being reduced, and the de¬ 
mand for goods ftill continuing the- lame, 
the quality of the commodity was- necef* 
farily debafed for the fake of expedition; 
while the advanced prices of provifions, and 
other neceffaries, advanced of courfe the 
price of labour. In this manner was the 
fir# -flhock given to the Company’s re-< 
pittances, and to the population, and con- 
*fequently the cultivation of their poffef- 
fions. Another evil prevailed in the ava¬ 
rice of the fubordinate European-Chiefs, 
who profited of the influence of their na¬ 
tions,' to engrofts agencies, and raw as Well 
as manufactured goods, upon their own 
terms. Thus it became their intereft dill 
more and more to debafe the quality of the 
goods they purchafed: for while the manu¬ 
facturer received a price diminifhed in pro¬ 
portion to the reduced quality of his com¬ 
modity, the market price was ftill kept up to 
its 
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its old rtandard. The whole lofs fell in this 
manner upon the Company and thein- 
duftrious private trader j and it fell the 
more heavily on the Company, that; it was . 
accompanied with an accumulated load of 
extra charges, — But it was referyed for 
the board of trade, eftablifhed in the year 
1774, to compleat this iniquitous fyftem, 
by contrading, from motives of partiality, . 
perhaps of intereft-, for the feveral articles 
which compofe the Company’s invert- 
ments, on fuch conditions as have in- 
creafed prices from 25 to 40 per cent, and, 
in proportion to the advanced price of 
goods, debafed their quality. 

These allegations may be fupported by 
a variety of fads and circumrtances, which 
form a chain of evidence not to be fabri¬ 
cated by fubornation, and which therefore 
gannot poflibly be rejeded. For it is no¬ 
torious, that foreigners and private mer¬ 
chants have of late years been ablg to pur- 
chafe many kinds of goods, of the fame 
qualities with thofe which form the Com¬ 
pany’s 
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pany’s inveftment, from 30 to 50 per cent, 
cheaper than they appear on the Compa¬ 
ny’s invoices; that the members of the 
board of trade, with only 15001. and the 
prefident with only 20001. a year, re¬ 
trained as they are from all perquisites 
and emoluments, have yet amafled amaz¬ 
ing fortunes, although it is a fad: of pub¬ 
lic notoriety, that very few of them were 
in opulent circumftances when the board 
was instituted; and that con traders un¬ 
der the board of trade, have been enabled* 
in as Short a time, to retire with indepen¬ 
dent fortunes, after transferring their con- 
trads to natives; who have alfo with won¬ 
derful rapidity, become great and opulent. 
There is not a fpeedier way to wealth in 
India, than the enjoyment of thofe con- 
trads : for befides that the terms on which 
they are made, are always egregiou Qy in 
favour of the confrador, they afford op¬ 
portunities of a thoufand extortions and 
exadions. 


From 
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From the eftablifhment of this imma¬ 
culate hoard of trade *, to the time when 
the inveftment fhall be completed for 
1781, it may be computed* with a great 
degree of certainty, that the whole inveft- 
ments (including the late lofs by fire in 
Calcutta) have amounted to 746 lacks, 
8297 current rupees; on which the Com¬ 
pany have been defrauded by the encreafed 
price and debafed quality of goods, at leaft- 
334 per cent. Thus the Company’s trade ‘ 
has in that period fuftained a lofs of 
24,863,432 current rupees; which, at two 
{hillings each rupee,- is equaito 2,468,9431. 
Englifiii; ■■■ . . 

.From the foregoing obfervations it ap¬ 
pears, that the actual Ioffes upon- the Tales 
in Britain, have been occasioned, not by 
glutting or over-ftocking the market of 
Europe, but folely by the advanced price 
and debafed quality of Indian goods. Thefe 
circumftances have, moreover, enepeafcd 

- • In O&ober 1774.’ 


the. 
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the charges at lead- twelve and a half per 
cent, above what they would have been 
on the fame quantity'; of goods, had they 
been fuch as they were formerly: fo that 
the lofs which the Eaft India Company 
have fuftained in the fpace of feven years, 
by the infidelity and rapacity of their fibr- 
vants, may, on a moderate computation, be 
eftimated at three millions fterling. 

The Britifh legiflature and Eaft India 
Compaiiy were undoubtedly ignorant of 
the infampus pradices and wiles of India, 
when they eftablifijed the board of trade; 
for if they had known thefe, they would, 
afluredly have reftrained its powers within 
ft rider limits. However, the inftrudiojis, 
of the Diredors to the Governor General 
and Council, which accompanied the ge« 
neral commiffion, have, by the lytb, 18 th# 
19th, and 20th articles, fully authorized 
the Supreme Board to compel the inferior 
to do their duty.—But there was proba*? 
bly a connivance between the old member# 
of both boards, formerly colleagues, arifing 
from 
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from mutual fymfathy. An attempt tb 
compel the dutiful attention of the infe^ 
rior board, would have led to fatal dif- 
coverlfes, and alfo have thwarted the pro¬ 
jected meafures of rapacious ambition j 
a furor which, in the meridian of Min- 
doftan, rages more than the bile and the 
liver*. To fo glaring a pitch has the 
board of trade carried its audacity, that: 
a very high member thereof had the af- 
.fufarice to threaten a diftinguifhed officer 
of the board with difmiffion from his 
place, if he fhould continue to pay fre¬ 
quent complimentary vifits to a member 
of the other board, whole integrity was 
believed to be incorruptible. Doubtlefs 
this civil check muft have proceeded from 
a confcioufnefs of guilt, and a dread of 
the probity' of both the officer and the 
Supreme Counfellor. 

The Englifh in Hindoftan are univerfally fubjeft to 
tiie bile,-which almoft always terminates in the 1 Itverj-and 
becomes dangerous. This djfgrder they denomitlate thr 
liver. 
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From what has been advanced in 
the letters to which I have already re¬ 
ferred you, and from the undeniable 
fads that have been mentioned in this, 
I hope, my friend, that you will not 
hefitate to conclude with me, that the 
. Britifh acquifitions in India, under a wife 
adminiftration, are capable of yielding a 
far greater revenue, and a much richer 
exportation, than they have ever in fad 
yielded hitherto <, and that the interefts of 
the Eaft India Company and the English 
nation, have been facrifieed to infidelity, 
rapacity, and oppreffiom 

I am, &G. 


.1 VoL. 


A i 


letter 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

To J- - M——, Efq-. London. 

Calcutta, O&ober 8, 17794 

T O reftore to Hindoftan Peace, with. 

her attendant. Arts, ought to be the- 
firft objed of the Englifh Eaft-India Com¬ 
pany ; and indeed, in the prefent fituation 
of public affairs, of the Englifh nation. A 
policy at once fo. wife and generous, would 
meet With the** nobleft rewards. How 
great the fatisfadion, of making whole 
nations happy.in the enjoyment of family,,, 
property,, perfonal feeurity, religion, eafe,. 
and affluence !. How rich the tribute which, 
the induftry, gratitude,, and fidelity of 
an ingenious and affedionate people would, 
return, as.a compenfation for fuch bleffings, 
to the liberal authors of their felicity ! Foe 
this noble purpofe it is necelfary, in the 
'• - * :T * - - firft. 
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firft place, to ereCt tHe ftandard of liberty 
and juftice. This being once immovably 
fixed, an high degree of improvement in agri- 
culture, manufactures, arid commerce, with 
all their beneficial confequences, will follow 
of courfe. Yet this improvement may be 
rendered more rapid, as well as extenfive* 
by the liberality and wifdom of the pro¬ 
tecting ftate, which will fhare fo largely in 
its advantages. 

I have in a former letter e'£pfefied an 
Opinion, in which I am more and more 
confirmed, that nothing could be more 
conducive to the promotion of induftry of 
every kind in this peninfula, than the 
■ eftablifhment of a general bank, treafury, 
and mint, upon a new and extenfive fcale, 
and on liberal principles. In a remote 
fubordinate country, where commerce is 
unnaturally, fettered by an exclufive right 
of trade, veiled in a particular fociety, both 
' country and commerce naturally decay. 
If a dependent country exports all, and im¬ 
ports little, - without converting the dif- 
A a .2 ference 
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ference into an accumulating debt, in re- 
ferve, or as a fund appropriated to the de¬ 
frayment of the expences of prote&ion 
againft foreign enemies, and the admini- 
flration of juftice; the commerce of that 
country is upheld only by the precious 
metals circulating* in exchange for labour, 
under the ftamp of authority. 

If thefe metal coins are intrinfically 
worth as much as will bear a premium of 
infurance, commifixoH, freight, duty, in- 
tereft of extra-advance, with other petty 
charges; and after all, leave eighty per cent, 
to the exporter, they will 'find a paflage 
out of the declining country j, as indi¬ 
viduals, difregarding the lofs of twenty 
per cent. - will eagerly embrace the only- 
expedient they have of remitting their ac- 
quifitions to their own or any other coun¬ 
try. This forced commerce, fa deftrudtivf 
in its tendency^ cannot long exift; and in. 
Its fall, it will, probably, involve the ruia 
■of that ftately fabric, which the good for¬ 
tune: of the .Company* a»d the integrity 
■■ ■ r. ‘ and; 
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and valour of their former fervants have 
ereCted in India. 

In a country thus circumftanced, the 
fprings of life can flow only in the cir¬ 
culation of the remaining fpecie, by the 
expences incident to the civil and military 
eftablifliments of the fovereign monopo- 
lifbs. Whatever is exported in country- 
produce or manufactures, to the remote 
proprietors, more than is imported from 
them, and that exceeds the' aCtual redun¬ 
dancy (which may be denominated the 
clear Avenue of the lord .paramount) of 
the country, tends to exhauft: the confti- 
tution by flow but certain ftagesits ex- 
jftence can only be prolonged by protec¬ 
tion, and a wife fyftem of government. 

The monies, jewels, and manufactures, 
exported merely as remittances by indi¬ 
viduals, whether publickly or fecretly, in-, 
creafe the diforder; becaufe from them 
neither return nor protection are ever ex¬ 
pected, But, when individuals have ex- 
A a 3 . . ported 
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ported fiich a quantity of the circulating 
fpecie in gold and filver coins, as gave 
action and vigour to agriculture and ma- 
nufadures, the political body, deprived of 
.the powers of infpiration and refpiration, 
|inks dowq an inanimated corpfe. 

An inftance of fuch a country as I have 
in this reafoning fuppofed, we have in the 
peninfula of Hiudoftan ; that part pf it, I 
mean, which is under the adual, apt the 
virtual, dominion of the Englifh Eaft r India 
Company. The natives did not originally 
employ their ingenuity and labour* from 
the impulfe of any natural appetite, or ar¬ 
tificial want ; but the rapacity of domi¬ 
neering Grangers forced them to purchafe 
felf-prefervation by gold, which was t'Q 
be obtained only in exchange for manu- 
fadures, - Hence they meafured-the price 
pf their labour only by gold. Where this 
is. not to be had, to what purpofe fubmit 
to any toil ? The precious, metals ought 
never therefore to be drained from India j 
fbr there, above - all countries in the 
• world. 
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world, they are necefTary to the encourage¬ 
ment of induftry and art j and they who 
trade in the way of barter, and import gold 
and lilver coins for necefTary ufe, are the 
fjeft friends to their country, provided that 
the balance .of trade in their favour be ul¬ 
timately liquidated in bullion. 

Let the Englifh Eaft-India Company’s 
grofs revenue be eftimated at three mil¬ 
lions a year; fuppofe one half that fum 
peceflarily remains in circulation, to defray 
the civil and military charges of govern¬ 
ment 5 that the other half is remitted home 
in the Bengal inveftment, and in money to 
purchafe the inveftments from China, 
.Bombay, and Bencoolen, more than the 
.receipt of imports from Europe, and the 
bills drawn on the Directors ; and that out 
of the million and an half remaining in cir- 
culation, one third part is annually re¬ 
mitted home by the Company’s fervants, 
as their private acquifitions in unperifhable 
commodities, that is, gold, lilver, and 
A a 4 ' precious 
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precious ftones: it will follow, that two 
millions are exported annually, for which 
no equivalent is returned; and of that fum, 
one quarter part in unperijhable commo¬ 
dities, whofe fource is not inexhaustible ; 
the circulation and influence of which 
gave life to manufactures, to trade, to agri¬ 
culture, and induftry of every kind. The 
confumption oiperijhable commodities, ex¬ 
ported in fair trade, is an obvious advan¬ 
tage to a manufacturing country, as it fe- 
cures an annual and perpetual demand. 
But the exportation of goods which are 
■unperijhable, and bear a jxed value, even 
in exchange for perijhable goods, tends to 
fhut up the avenues of circulation, if the 
unperijhable goods are not alfo the genuine 
production of the country, and that the 
fountain is not exhauftib]e. 

I shah, in my next, endeavour toprove, 
that the bullion an^ coins at prefent in 
circulation in the European dominions of 
ffisidoftan, are now reduced within fo con- 
• traCted 
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trailed a compafs, as to threaten the moil 
ruinous conferences, if fome meafures be 
not fpeedily taken to avert the impending 
danger. 

I am, &c. 


LETTER 
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L E T T E R 'XXXiV. 
. To J-■ M—, E% 


Calcutta, 08 . 12, 1779. 

A NY enquiry into the;, quantity of 
coins in circulation in Bengal, will 
prove frnitlefs. With regard to this mat¬ 
ter, the moft intelligent cannot form even 
a conje&ure. The numerous mints, the 
various values fet upon coins, independently 
of their intrinfic worth, together with the 
arts of Shroffs, Banians, and Circars *, will 
render any inveftigation of it that may be 
fet on foot’’by authority, difficult in its 
progrefs, and in its iffue uncertain. 

Many perfons imagine that there is ip 
Bengal ftill a vaft quantity of fpecie ; and 

* Banians are native brokers; Shroffs are money-chang¬ 
ers and bankers; and Circars are clerks or writers. 

-• .1 they 
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they found this opinion upon the apparent 
fufficiency of the circulation in that coun¬ 
try, without confidering that the decay of 
money manifefts itfelf moft ftrongly, by a 
rapid decline of trade, which renders a lefs 
quantity of fpecie adequate to the general 
demand. Commerce is a fpontaneous 
plant, of a nature too delicate tp bear 
conftraint, and that cannot exift without 
the nourifhing influence of freedom: 
which again can have no being, in mat¬ 
ters of commerce, without a copious cir¬ 
culation of fome fign of value ftamped by- 
public authority. 

The idea of an abundant quantity of 
money ftill circulating in Bengal, is chiefly 
jfounded on a calculation of fums exported 
from Europe lince the firfl: difcovery of 
the mines of Mexico and Peru. But not- 
withftanding this exportation of coins from 
Europe, and that new conquefts to the 
northward, particularly the Rohilla coun¬ 
try in 1773, have poured into the territo¬ 
ries of the Englilh Eaft India Company 
freih 
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fre£h fupplies, the draught from this 
channel has been more plentiful than the 
fources whence it has been fupplied. 

The country of the Rohillas, fubdued 
by the arms of the Company, was expofed 
at once to the avarice and oppreffion of 
the Englilh, and to the rapacity, tyranny, 
send brutality of Sujah-ul-Dowla. The 
wealth and treafures of this country were 
feized by the conquerors, and the inofFen- 
five inhabitants forced to abandon their 
native, foil, and to feek an afylum in the 
bofoms of other enemies, lefs impolitic 
and barbarous than thole from whom they 
fled. The plunder of the Englilh, or of 
perfons afting under their aufpices, was 
computed to be a million llerling, and 
•that of Sujah-ul-Dowla certainly amounted 
to a greater fum. Thus, upwards of two 
millions llerling flowed from the Rohilla 
country into the kingdom of Bengal, and 
was ealily fwallowed up in the vacant 
gulph. 


It- 
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It is certain that fums furpaffing the 
Rohilla plunder, have fince been annually 
fent out of the Bengal provinces, in all 
probability never to return again. Monies 
lent to China, Madras, Bombay, Bencoo- 
len, the Maratta territories, Java, Caff- 
mire, and other inland places, are lefs like¬ 
ly to return, than what are fent to Eu¬ 
rope. Nadir-Scha carried away from Del¬ 
hi in 1738, in fpecie, maflive ornaments, 
plate, ingots, &c. to the value of about 
40 millions fterling: a fum greater than 
half the bullion which before that period 
had been imported by Europeans into 
Hindoftan, fince the earlieft difcovery Of 
the mines of America. Cofiim-Alli-Cawn 
carried away in 1764, a treafure in fpecie 
perhaps equal to a quarter, or even a third 
part of the whole coin at that time ia 
circulation in Bengal and Bahar. The 
deficiency in the ufual imports of bullion, 
and by exportation of Elver, in the tea- 
years from 1757 to 1766, was more thap. 
eight millions. Since that year, at a .mo¬ 
derate computation, the Company and pri- 
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vate traders under the Br'itifh conftitUtiofS 
in Hindoftan, cannot have exported to Chi¬ 
na, in coin. and bullion, lefs than feven 
millions. The laft war with Hyder Ally 
and the prefen t Mahratta war, have carried 
off above three millions, in the current 
coins of Bengal. Bengal has either igno¬ 
rantly or difmgenuoufly fubmitted to a 
balance of trade againft herfelf with the 
eoaft of Coromandel, Malabar, and Gu- 
zarat, which has been liquidated with 
money. She has been continually paying 
a heavy ballance in money to the Dutch 
of Batavia, for fugar, arrack, and fpiceriesj 
Her opium has not been fo well hufbanded 
as to draw in her favour, as it might have 
done, a current of trade with other eaftern 
countries. And ever fince the fall of dia¬ 
monds in Europe*, the quantities of gold 
and filver fent home as remittances by the 
Company’s fervants, have been immenfe. 
-During thefe laft fifteen years there has 

* Which happened in confluence of the vail difcove- 
jies.of minea in Brazil. 


been 
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been very little illver, and no gold, im¬ 
ported from Europej and fcarcely any 
gold from the eaftward; neither has the 
trade to the gulphs of Perfia and Arabia, 
been fa conduced and encouraged, as to 
produce the regular fupplies of gold and 
iilver which it had been accuftomed' to 
yield. In lad, there has been very little- 
gold coined in that period in Bengal. 

The quantity of coin muit originally 
have been inconceivably great, if thefe 
continual ..drains have not reduced it to 
a narrow compafs. No computation, 
founded even on conjecture, can keep 
pace with fo vail: a confumption* 

The dread of tyranny, fo univerfally 
exerciied in Afia, has indeed probably in¬ 
duced many of the principal natives of 
Hindoftan to conceal their treafure un¬ 
der ground y whence, it may be prefumed,, 
that their fucceilors have of late, been 
digging it, and by that means, that they 
have furniihed a temporary -fupply to. an- 
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fwer the faint calls of an expiring trade i 
But affuredly, that fountain (if it is not 
merely imaginary) and the fund which it 
yielded, are both now nearly exhaufted.—■ 
Afiatics generally convert their riches in¬ 
to jewels, of which four-fifths • of their 
treafures confift. Reafoning from thefe 
matters of fad, we may conclude, with a 
confiderable degree of probability, that the 
quantity of coin in circulation before the 
dominion of the Englifh became abfolute 
in Bengal, never could have been fo very 
great as many people have been taught to 
believe. 

The flourifhing flate of agriculture and 
manufactures, the high interefl of money, 
and the fixed value of bullion* before the 
vaft furiis which have of late years been 
exported were taken out of circulation, 
clearly demonftrate, that the quantity in 
circulation never exceeded, in any very great 
degree, that which was requisite to the cur¬ 
rent puTpofes of trade: for it has ever 
"been obferved, in all-commercial countries, 
that 
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that when the coins in circulation ex¬ 
ceeded the neceflary demands of trade, 
their nominal values fell infenfibly to the 
market prices of the pure metals contained 
in them, and oftentimes below it j whence 
the value of the m.efials w£s confiderably 

leflenecL 

Such is the influence of authority!— 
The diminution of the value of coins is 
lefs perceptible in the eftimation of either 
imaginary or real coins, than in the ad¬ 
vanced prices of thofe commodities for 
which they are exchanged.—If the dimi- 
niflied quantity of coins has not had that 
effect in India , it is becaufe the prices of 
country manufactures, and commodities 
proper for foreign trade, have bafely and 
treacheroufly been upheld by pernicious 
contracts, calculated folely to enrich a few 
individuals., high in ftation or in favour, at 
the expence of their employers and the 
impoverilhed natives. By thefe contracts, 
all kinds of goods for exportation, and 
many for native confumption, are made to 
Vol. I. Bb pafs 
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pafs through the unhallowed hands ©f va¬ 
rious rapacious agents, until the firft coft 
of many articles is doubled before it re¬ 
ceives the Company’s mprejjion in their 
export warehoufes,—Another caufe why 
the want of bullion has not yet been felt 
in all its deftru&ive confequences, is, that 
the circulating' coins have from neceffity 
been made a commercial commodity, by 
which the acquifitions of individuals are 
legally remitted from India. Manufac¬ 
tures being negledted, a lefs quantity of 
coins is fufficient to maintain a circulation. 
The evils dreaded from the diminifhed 
quantity of coins would have appeared 
confpicuoufly before this time, had not 
trade, agriculture, and population, dimi¬ 
nifhed in a ftill greater proportion. But, 
from a continuation of the export of coin, 
the evil day is fall approaching, which 
will involve the Britifh Eaft India Com¬ 
pany in the ruin of that people, over whom 
the power of arms and of fortune hath ac¬ 
quired a dominion, which they have nei¬ 
ther wifdom nor firmnefs to maintain. 

' 1 st 
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In this alarming fitiiation, the danger 
of which is probably the greater that it 
is not fufpedted, a remedy may ftiil be 
found ; more Ample as well as efficacious in. 
Its nature, than thofe who have imbibed 
Afiatic maxims from their predeceffors, 
or than defigning Gomaftahs * and Ba¬ 
nians will be willihg to allow. 

Let the natives, by eafy gradations, 
be reconciled to the idea of fupporting, 
by means of divers punifhments, the au¬ 
thority and influence of fuch falutary laws 
as are not diredly incompatible with the 
leading principles of their religious eafts, 
profeffions, feudal tenures, the' fubordina- 
tioii of ranks, and the fuperior dignity of 
thofe in public authority; which; in all 
Afiatic governments muft neceflarily be 
preferved inviolate; This I believe to be 
practicable: for I prefume, that in many 
iiiftances the prejudices of cuftom and 
education will give way to motives of 

* Gomaftahs are a kind of country brokers. 

B b 2 ■ felf- 
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felf-intereft and perfonal fecurity. Let 
markets- be effcablifhed for the produc¬ 
tions of agriculture and art. Fix one-cer¬ 
tain ftandard of .coins; and fupply the 
deficiency of the precious metals by paper 
5 currency. The faith and credit of go¬ 
vernment, pledged for fo large a portion of 
the circulating wealth of the country, will 
operate, as the public flocks do in Britain, 
to fecure. the loyalty and fidelity of the 
holders againft all treachery, and all ma¬ 
chinations in favour either of foreign or 
domeflic foes. 

If induftry receive not any check-in 
bartering either labour or goods for any 
circulating commodity of eftablifhed va¬ 
lue, the redundancy or net revenue of 
the lord paramount, after affording pro¬ 
tection to the natives, may fafely be ex¬ 
ported, without doing any injury to the 
country from a want of equal returns: 
becaufe the common courfe of trade, and 
the natural xntereft of the lord, will fecure 
a fufficient fupply of precious metals to 
•6 . ; _ give 
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give efficacious currency to bank notes. 
Thus the productions of induftry and in¬ 
genuity will find fo invariable a ftaple, 
that, every apprehenfion of fuperfluous 
produce will fubfide: an apprehenfion 
which has fo often difcouraged the la¬ 
bours of the manufacturer and hufband- 
man, and contributed to depopulate the 
molt fertile fields in Hindoftan. 

The charges of collecting make now 
an enormous defalcation of the Compa¬ 
ny's revenues *, diftrefs the zemindar or 
renter, and opprefs the ryot or fub-te- 
nant, who are equally defrauded in the 
exchange of money 5 but the latter is 
ultimately loaded with the burthen of the 
difference of exchange, as well as with 
all the gifts and bribes which the. zemin- 

• In 1772, by a computation, it was fhewn that the 
Company's. proportion of the colle&ed revenue was, as 
17! to Z2|. The remaining .5 in or 22J per cent, 
were fwalloWed up in the charges of colle&ion. The net 
revenue being eftimated at 3 \ millions, makes the grofs 
revenue equal to 4.1 millions, confequently one million is 
thus wailed in unneceiTary charges. 

Bb 3 dars 
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dars are forced to give to chiefs, collec-r 
tors, and their numberlefs train of har¬ 
pies, under the denomination of depenr 
dents and fervants. 

By means of flamping a fixed general 
value upon coins, and of notes bearing 
effectual value, thefe deftrudtive evils will 
ceafe j and the colleftors, zemindars, and 
traders, will be enabled to remit their 
rents, taxes, and properties to the metro¬ 
polis, and from place to place, without 
the expence, rifque, and oppreffion inci¬ 
dent to the prefent mode oi tranfportation, 
and the unconfcionable, ufurious exactions 
upon the hills of Shroffs 

The opening of channels for private 
remittances to Europe, would be attended 

* The neeeffary depofit pf coin in the bank, wilj, 
Vpon apy emergency of invafion or inteftine commotion, 
fetve the jnoft ufeful purpofes, and, together with the 
quantity of paper in circulation, will tend to fecure at¬ 
tachment a {id-fidelity in the people, from motives of felf- 
iptfreft, 

' ' ‘ with 
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with many advantages to the Company 
and the British nation, and with ffcill more 
to India % Many fuch channels might be 
opened, without tranfgreffing that line 
which is drawn between the exclufive 
commerce of the Company and private 
trade. . For inftance; as the Company’s 
trade and poffeffions in-India naturally tend 
to extend the fale of their principal comr 
modities in Europe, it, is reafonable to 
fuppofe that they may encreafe their home¬ 
ward inveftments: which .would enable 
them to introduce a legal and fecure mode 
of furnifhing their European fervants in 
India with remittances, to a very confider- 
able amount, by annual bills • whence folid 
benefits would accrue to themfelves, as 
.well in the exchange as in the circulation 
of their bank-paper. 

One great principle fhould be invari¬ 
ably obferved, that a greater quantity of 
coins or paper-money be not thruft into 
.circulation than the progrefs of agricul¬ 
ture, manufactures, commerce, and popu- 
B b 4 lation. 
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latiori, necefiatily requite, in order to give 
freedom and e&fe to the' exchange thereof 
from hand to hand. At the fame time it 
muft be allowed, that'a fujjerfluity of coins. 
Or other currency, is not ib pethibious as a 
deficiency thereof ; fince the natural in¬ 
fluence atid credit Of every wife govern¬ 
ment* will always be able to fupport thfe 
circulation both of coin and paper to a 
certain reasonable extent* in as much as in 
the common courfe of trade the Superflu¬ 
ous quantity of coin will gradually disap¬ 
pear, until the remaining quantity be re¬ 
duced to a juft level. I might add, in 
confirmation of this reafoning, that there 
"are always certain timid and -avaricious 
people, who hoard up coins, through want 
'of confidence and Spirit to apply 'them fo 
the purpofes for which; doifiage WSs in¬ 
vented.—From this general plan, of fix¬ 
ing the value of coins and -eftablifhing a 
Bank, maturely digefled, improved, and 
carried into execution, an annual revenue 
would arife, exceeding half a million fter- 
•Jihg. ' . 


Persons 
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Persons who have fefided long in In¬ 
dia, will very probably affert, that it will 
be impoffible to introduce any pradice 
into that country which interferes with 
ejiablijhed cufiopi, and which gives employ¬ 
ment to-fo wealthy a caft as that of the 
Cir'cars, of whom moll of the Bahians and 
Shroffs are a part. Gentlemen who en-' 
tertain this opinion, do not fufficiently re¬ 
flect on the nature of the human mind y 
which is of a very pliant and verfatile na¬ 
ture, and which, through the influence p£ 
fear, friendlhip, or neceffity, is reconciled, 
without very great difficulty, to all circum- 
ftances and fituations. Befides, they efy 
not confider, that the prefent mode of ne- 
gociating the exchange' and currency of. 
coins, is not fo antient as to have become 
the conftant and invariable cuiiom of the 
c&untry. The greatefl; bankers and nego¬ 
tiators of money in the eaftern world, the 
Seets of Muxadabad, from a low ftate 
and origin, became the founders of the- 
prefent pernicious fyftem, the commence¬ 
ment of which cannot be traced farther back 
than 
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.than the year 1720. And farther.; it is 
well known that either the king, or any 
of his nabobs, merely by a mandate under 
his feal, could alter the reprefentations 
upon the coins, or reduce their real or 
nominal values,—When the Ample exer- 
cife of power, without fecuring the cur¬ 
rent value of the coins, could fo effectually 
carry its purpofes, what may not be ex¬ 
pected from an equal degree of power, 
guided in all its operations by a Ready re¬ 
gard to juftice ? Add to this confideration, 
that probably two thirds of the whole 
circulation would once in every year 
pafs through the Company’s treafury, in 
the receipt of the territorial revenues, 
taxes, and duties, and alfo return into the 
channel of circulation through their Eu¬ 
ropean and other fervants, whofe duty and 
intereft it would be to fupport its credit, 

I am, &c. 


LETTER 
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BETTER XXXV, 
To JM<——, Efq. London. 


Calcutta, OSober 15, 1779, 

T O reftore the Emperor of Hindoftan 
to his hereditary imperial' throne, 
Would be an adt of, wiiTdom, as will* as of 
juftice. From a condud fo noble,' fo ge¬ 
nerous, and juft, the Britifh nation would 
derive fuch a reputation for virtue, and 
raife for themfelves fuch a monument of 
glory in Afia, as no nation hath ever at¬ 
tained, and which in fadt are not otherwife 
attainable. 

Since the 18th of September 1773-, 
the date of the' treaty of Benaras, Hin¬ 
doftan has been in a date of perfedt 
anarchy, without a conliitutional head, or 
any acknowledged fovereignty in any par- 
2 ticular 
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ticular ftate or perfon upon earth. Inde-w 
ciiion and Uncertainty with regard to this 
great point of sovereignty, have been 
productive of convulfions, which ilill con¬ 
tinue to threaten Sudden deftrudion to 
the Engliih Company, and a feries of 
revolutions in Hindoftan, more interefting 
to Europe than thofe which preceded the 
ascendency of the Company’s government 
in that country. 

At this time, the Sovereign powers are 
ufurped by nominal nabobs, reprefenting a 
Icing of Delhi as Emperor of Hindoftan ; 
their authority being originally derived 
from the Emperor, but Still limited and 
revocable. The Engliih Company, as 
tneafurers of the empire, colled the im~ 
penal revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifia, under the Emperor’s fpecial grant 
and authority, in confideration of their 
fidelity, loyalty, attachment, and fervices j 
and- particularly, upon condition of their 
being perpetual guarantees far the pay- 
tn&nt of twenty-fix lacks of Sicca rupees, 
being 
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being three hundred and twenty-five 
thoufand pounds iterling, as an annual 
tribute from the nabobfhip of Bengal, and 
for the free and perpetual polleffion of the 
provinces of Illiahabad and Q.oidd\,folemnly 
ceded and guaranteed .to the king , as a royal 
demefne , for the fupport of his imperial dig - 
nity. —Such were the conditions on which 
the nabobs and the Englifh Company 
received their authority and privileges 
from the court of Delhi. 

But now the nabobs refufe allegiance, 
and the Company have not only with-hem 
the ftipulated tribute, but hav^ fold the 
, provinces of Illiahabad and Corah to the 
nabob of Oude, Sujah-ul-Dowla, a tri~ 
butary and immediate fervant of the 
empire j who had alfo folemnly joined in 
the former cefftons and guaranty to the 
king of Delhi, ‘ 

Although the fovereignty of the em¬ 
peror be denied, and his rights with-held 
from. 
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from him with equal impolicy and In- 
juftice, his name was nev^rthelefs held 
forth by the Company, as a pretext for 
demanding from other European Rates, as 
well as from natives and Britifh fubjedts, 
quit-rents, duties, ahd impofts. All monies 
are coined in his name ; ■ civil and criminal 
courts are held in his name ^ and in his 
name, juftice continues to be adminiftered 
and executed. Yet the Englifh Company 
make war and peace, and fuppCrt a mili¬ 
tary eftabliihment, and alfo a court of 
lupreme judicature, which iifues writs 
and adminifters juftice according to die 
common^ftatute laws ! of England, upon 
ex fiojt faSlo principles, in the name of the 
king of Great Britain, This court exe¬ 
cutes, with rigorous feverity, its criminal 
and penal decrees, and extends - its jurif- 
didtion as well to the lives, liberty, and 
properly of the natives, who are confeffedly 
fubjedfcs of the empire, and within the im- 
'perial territories, as to the migrating fub- 
jedts of Great Britain. 


This 
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This government, the fyftem of which 
is undefinable, becaufe right, fad, anti 
form, are fo manifeftly at variance, cannot 
in the nature of things, have permanent 
exiftence. A fucceffion of difcordant mea- 
fttres, fpringing from various and venal 
fources, muft confound and counteract each 
other, until the power and influence of a 
government, at once fo iniquitous and un- 
ftable, be reduced to fo low a ftate, that 
necefiity will point to its final fubverfion, 
as the only method of reftoring peace, li¬ 
berty, and happinefs to the people. 

The fovereignty is beyond a doubt veiled 
i a. Shah Allum, king of Delhi.—To deny 
that fad, and not to fupport the right of 
that prince, would be to overthrow all 
Britilh claims and pretenfions in every part 
of Hindoftan. Wifdom and found policy 
mull here overrule the frenzy of avarice 
and ambition. .Thereigning prince is the 
undoubted fovereign of Hindoftan, being 
the great great grandfon of Aurenzebe, 
who was the tenth (that reigned) in dired 
lineal 
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Ijneal defcent from Tamerlane*—Thegrand 
queftion concerning the fovereignty being 
decided, another important queftion may 
then alfo be decided ; whether the fplendid 
fuperftru&ure that has been raifed by the 
Englifh Company in India, be founded on 
a rock or on fand ? • 

The king of Delhi being acknowledged 
as the fovereign of all Hindoftan, thegreateft 
body of merchants in the world, by a wife 
improvement of that revolution, would 
not only prolong its exiftence, but acquire 
new and unexampled credit, wealth, and 
grandeur.j and the Britifti nation ftri-dly 
allied to the Emperor of Hindoftan, on 
principles of juftice and mutual fecurity 
and advantage, would emerge frpm its pre-. 
fent diftreffes, and b§ reftpred to its former 
power and glory, J - _ 

Such is the diftrafted ftate of Hindoftan, 
and fo powerful many of the princes who 
have ufurped the power of the king of 
Delhi, that that potentate cannot, by lu> 

. • own , 
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own power and influence, recover hia- her 
reditary authority and dominions. But 
this great object he might attain through 
the powerful affiftance of Great Britain, 
And that Britain may be induced to af¬ 
ford, this- affiftance, let her be rewarded 
with a participation in that empire, which 
her juftice dial! have refto'red to the na¬ 
tural fovereign. Let the crown of Great 
Britain be invefted with an independent 
fovereignty over certain provinces, and 
let the king of Delhi enjoy, as heretofore,, 
a fecure, undifturbed dominion over the 
reft. Thus the political maxim, divide et 
impera, may be applied in a new fenfe, but 
with- all its eftabliftied authority. A mu-' 
tual alliance and-junction of power would' 
render the fovereignty of both the Em-.' 
peror and Britain permanent in India, and 
make not only their refpeeftive fubjefts, hut 
tributary princes, happy in the full enjoy¬ 
ment of perfonal fecurity,. and the riches 
that iflue from peace, agriculture, and free . 
commerce. How great the happinefs of 
Vol, I. C c ' men 
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men who had been dragged from their fa* 
milies to war and. rapine, and continual 
iubjedts of extortion and oppreffion, when 
they are enabled to return, without any 
apprehenfion of ever being again torn from 
their families! when they are permitted 
to enter, in perfedi peace and fecurity, upon 
domeftic induftry, and to enjoy the full 
profits of their ingenuity and labour !—* 
Laws that fecure fiich ineftimable bleffings, 
muft needs be objedls of their warmeft 
gratitude, They will teach their children 
to admire and adore that mild and wife 
fyftem of government, which, although it 
originated in ufurpation, hath made the 
arts of peace to rife from the horrors of 
war. Succeffive generations will tranfmit, 
with their inheritance, fentiments of gra¬ 
titude to the Britifh nation, which will 
fecure poiferity againft a fatal encourage¬ 
ment of external invafions or inteftine com¬ 
motions ; and the protedting ftate, regarded, 
though remote, as a tender parent, will 
grow great and opulent by the offerings 
, which 
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which a grateful people will chearfully- 
tranfmit as an annual tribute, in com¬ 
memoration of their happy tranfition from 
favage anarchy and oppreffion to the en¬ 
joyment of property, liberty, and life. 

I aril, &c. 


C c si. 


JLETTEH 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

To J-M-——, Efq; London. 

Calcutta, Oft. 17, 1779. 

T H E great founder of the Britifli 
power and influence in India, the 
memorable Lord Clive, procured thofe 
tail concefiions from Shah-Allum, the 
prefent king of Delhi and emperor of 
Hindofltan, which have transformed a 
Company of merchants into fovereigns 
of extenfive dominions, with a great mi¬ 
litary regular eftablifhment*. By one ge¬ 
neral and three particular Fipmaunds, bear¬ 
ing date the 12th of Odtober 1765, the 
emperor conftituted and granted to the 

•The Company's military eftablilhment. in Bengal^ 
Madras, Bombay, and Bencoolen, exclulive of their ma¬ 
rine, may be computed at one hundred thoufand men. 


Company, 
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Company, “ In confiderat ion of their at - 
tachment and fervices, as faithful fervants 
of the empire, worthy of royal favours, the 
office of Dewannee of the provinces of Ben¬ 
gal, Bahar, and Oriffia, upon condition, ex - 
prefsly, that they engage to become guarantee 
and fecurity to him, for the punctualpayment 
of an annual tribute of twenty-fix lacks of 
rupees, iffiuingfrom the Nabobjhip of Bengali 
of keeping up a large army for the proteSlion 
of the provinces, and of providing for the ex - 
pences of the Nizamut ; with d perpetual 
grant of the refidue, upon thefe conditions, to 
the Company By one other Firmaund of 
the fame date, “ andfor the fame confider- 
ationsf confirming a vague and imperfect 
Sunnud from the depofed nabob Coffim- 
ali-Cawn, and his fucceffor Meer Jaffier 
deceafed, “ of the Chuklas of Burdwan, 
Midnapore, and Chittagong, and the twenty- 
four Bergumahs of Calcutta, in perpetuity. 
By another Firmaund, granting and con¬ 
firming the reverfion of Lord Clive’s jag- 
hire in perpetuity to the Company, “ in 
confideration of fidelity By another Fir- 
C c 3 maund 
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maund of the fame date, “ in exprefs con.-z 
fideration of the fidelity and good wifhes of the 
Englifh Company , the emperor grants, and 
Confirms the five Northern Circars , on the. 
coafi of Golconda and Coromandel, to, them.” 
By a folemn treaty, made and concluded 
the 16th of Auguft 1765, between Sujah- 
pl-Dowla, nabob of Oude. and vizier of 
the empire, of one; part; Nudjum-ul-Dow- 
la, nabob of Bengal, of one other part; and 
the Englifh Eaft India Company, of the 
third part ; fealed and approved, as a mark 
of neceifary authenticity, and form, by his 
majefty the king of Delhi; in the fourth 
article it is expr.efsly covenanted and ftipu- 
lated, That the king Shah AUum Jhall re¬ 
main in full poffefjion of Corah , and fuch parts 
of the provinces of Illiahabad as he now pof- 
fejfes , which, are ceded ta his majefiy, as a 
royal demefne, for the fupport of his dignity 
and expences,” And by the eleventh ar¬ 
ticle of the fame treaty, the three contradt- 
ing. powers folemnly “ engage to obferve f 
firi&ly andfincerely, all the articles contained 
'andfettled in the prefent treaty ; that, they 
' : will 
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will not fuffer the fame to be infringed, di- ' 
reSily or indirectly; and that they do and will, 
generally and reciprocally, guarantee all the. 
Jlipulations therein And laftly, by a fo-. 
lemn agreement made and executed be¬ 
tween'the king of Delhi and the Com¬ 
pany, bearing date the 19th Auguft 1765, 

“ The Company, in confderation of his ma- 
jefy having been gracioufly pleafed to grant 
the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and Orijfa , 
do engage themfehes to be fecurity for the 
regular and punctual payment of the annual 
tribute of twenty-fx- lacks, in the manner, 
ar\d at the time fpecifically mentionedT That 
great ftatefman andfoldierwho formed thefe 
treaties, was guided in this matter as much 
by a regard to juftice as by the love of his 
country; principles which are by no means 
incompatible, but rather allied to each ' 
Other, for as much as the public inierdt is 
beltconfult-ed by a fair and equitable-con- 
dud, on the part of government, towards 
all nations and all-men. It is only by. ex-. 

' tending and improving the grand idea that 
Teems to have actuated the magnanimous 
C c 4 fppi 
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foul of Lord Clive, when he treated with 
the Ring of Delhi, that the British eftab- 
lifhments in the eaft, can be rendered both 
advantageous and permanent.. Friendthip 
and alliance with the emperor fhould be 
made the bads of all political arrangements 
in Britifh Hindoflan. But no alliance can 
be .firmly eftablifhed without reciprocal 
advantages. To make a. treaty with a 
friendly prince to-day, and to break 
through the conditions of that treaty to¬ 
morrow, is an infult which tends to con¬ 
vert him into an inveterate enemy. 

Such has been the conduct of the Eafi: 

■ India Company’s fervants towards the un- . 
fortunate king of Delhi, They have 
withheld from that prince the ftipulated 
tribute, and fold the. province of Illia- 
habad and Corah to his own prime mi- 
nifter Sujah-ul-Dowla. Yet fiiU they 
continue to officiate as Dewan, or trea- 
furer,' upfier. the grant and appointment of 
the fame king, and to appropriate to their 
own private ufe, not only the furplus re¬ 
venues, 



Europe, Asia, and A'p rica. 393 

venues, but alfo his majefty’s fpecial re- . 
fervations for the fbgport of his royal dig¬ 
nity and- government. 

Can thefe adts of .flagrant injuftice be 
defended or even palliated on principles of 
policy or expediency ? If there lives a man 
equal to fo arduous a talk, it is the prefent 
Governor General of Bengal. But even 
the inventive genius of Mr. Haftings, 
when he attempts to defend the detention 
of the king’s tribute, and the infamous; 
treaty of Benaras*, labours and is at a lofs. 
The fluency of his didtion, the fubtilty of 
his reafoning, the darknefs of his infinu- 
ations and illufions, avail nothing in fo 
plain a caufe. All his reafons for mea- 
fures fo impolitic and unjuft, are refuted 
by preceding, immediate, and fubfeqUent 
affertions written with his own hand, and , 
Hill remaining upon the Company's re- 


* The treaty by which the property and poffeffion of 
the king’s provinces in the Duab were conveyed to the 
nabob of Qode, Sujah-ul-DowIa, 
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cords. All he alledges in j unification of his 
condud is, rft. That,.the king ought hot, 
on any pretext, to have removed from the 
ceded provinces ; 2d. That he had tranf- 
fewed his fight in thefe provinces to the 
Mahrattasj and 3d. That the allowing 
twenty-fix lacks of rupees to go annually 
to Delhi, would prove injurious to. the 
eireylation of Bengal, 

With refped to thefiril of thefe argu¬ 
ments: The treaty made by the king with 
Lrord Clive in 1765, is filent as to the place 
of refidence, and therefore implies that 
Delhi or Agra, fhall naturally continue 
to he the place of the emperor’s abode. 
Farther, that prince left the ceded pro-, 
vinces with the knowledge and approba¬ 
tion of the Company’s governor and coun¬ 
cil, and was conducted to the frontiers of 
Corah by their General in Chief, Sir' 
Robert Barker, and Sujah-ul-Dowla, who 
all of. them knew that the king’s objed 
was, to recover Delhi from the ufurped 
power of Zabda Cawn, a Rohilla chief $ 
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and that he had repeatedly folicited the 
Company’s affiftancefor that purpofe. 

As to the fecond: The transfer of his 
right in the ceded provinces to the Ma- 
.rattas, was not a voluntary deed. That 
nation extorted a grant of thofe provinces 
from him when he was their prifoner. 
That this grant could not be valid, Mri 
Haftings himfelf allows. In a public let¬ 
ter of the 13th January 1773, he writes, 
that the ceflion of Corah and Illiahabad 
by the king to the. Marrattas, when he 
was their prifoner, could not be confidered 
as valid, having been forcibly wrefted from 
him.” And in another of the ift March 
1773, he fays, “ In no fhape can this 
eompulfatory ceffion from the king releafe 
us from the obligation we are under to 
defend thefe provinces, which we have fo 
particularly guaranteed to him, and which 
his viceroy, Moneer-ul-Dowla, at this time 
puts under, our protection. Independent 
of our own conviction, of the propriety of 
this plan, your orders in the 5th paragraph 
. of 



396 TRAVELS in 

of the 30th June, 1769, in a fimikr cafe, 
leaves us without an option.” Nay, he af¬ 
terwards avowed in council, that in treating 
with Sujah-ul-Dowla privately, he had de¬ 
clared, that, ft he was confenting to mea- 
fures again# the peremptory orders of his 
fuperiors.” 

With regard to the third pretext, 
the drawing money from Bengal: In 
the fir# place, the fum was not fo great 
as to injure the circulation of Bengal ; a 
truth of which Mr. Haftings feems to 
have been fully fenfible on many occa¬ 
sions, when, inffead of lacks he fent out of 
that kingdom crores * of rupees. But the 
truth is, the money would not have been 
carried to Delhi: it would have been ex¬ 
pended in Bengal on arms, cloathing, pro- 
vifions, and coarfe metals. Befides, in the 
#ate of affairs at that time, the intercourfes 
of trade would have brought not only that 
fum, but as much more, down from the 

* A lack of rupees is 100,000 rupees, or 12,500!. and 
a crort is 100lacks, or 1,250,0001. 

S extremity 
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extremity of the empire, in exchange for 
the merchandife of the Company’s pro¬ 
vinces. General Sir Robert Barker, who 
feems to have underftood the whole affair 
as dearly as he feems al'fo to have under- 
flood the true principles of juftice and’ 
found policy, oppofed Mr. Haftings in 
council with an honourable firmnefs, and 
by folid reafoning. • Time will prove, to 
the utter eonfufion of the defpoilers of 
treafures, and betrayers of .trad, that their 
cobweb pretences will vanifh like fmoke 
before the funfhine of right and reafon. 

But whatcanbe faidagainft the language 
of the unfortunate king himfelf, fo far 
back as November ' 1764, after the battle 
of Buxar Influenced by a dread of the 
perfidy and ambition of Sujah-ul-DowIa, 
of which he had had painful experience, 
he fays, “ If the Englifh will, contrarily 
to their interefts, make peace with the Vi¬ 
zier -f, I will go to Delhi j for I cannot 
think of returning again into the hands ofa 


maii 


f Sujah-ul-Dowla, 
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man who has ufed me fo ill. The Rohillas 
are always enemies to the imperious vizier$ 
they are my friends”*— Mr. Haftings being 
then employed in a high flation in Ben¬ 
gal* could not be ignorant either of this- 
remarkable letter, or of the diftinguiihed 
traits of Sujah-ul-Dowla’s character ; and^ 
perhaps, it was upon that knowledge, that 
he trufted to make his own fortune by the 
mod: eafy and rapid means. He laid his, 
plan deep, probed before the lancet, and 
fueceeded. But he amputated! 

Ambitious and warlike princes always 
endeavour to conceal their ufurpations 
tinder a veil of apparent juft ice f b.ecaufe 
other dates, alarmed by a£ts of flagrant 
injuftice, efpoufe the caufe of the injured 
party, in order to curb the dangerous' am-* 
bition of a powerful neighbour. But this 
obvious maxim of policy was overlooked 
by thefe clandeftine contractors j while 
the 'one aimed at the empire of Hindoftan* 
•ver the neck of his matter and fpvereign. 

lord* 



Europe, Asia, and Africa. 399 

lord ; and the bther openly facrificed the 
honour and dignity of his nation. On the 
whole, it is evident, that unlefs juftice be 
done to the king of Delhi, and honour¬ 
able reparation made for all his wrongs, 
the Company have forfeited their office of 
Dewan that the nabobs of Oude and of 
Bengal have forfeited their nabobfhips, 
their eftates, and lives, as traitors to their 
lawful fovereign ; and that the king of 
Delhi has a fair, legal, inconteftible right 
to transfer the fovereignty of thefe domi¬ 
nions, together with the arrears due to 
him from the Englifh Company*, to 
the King of Great Britain, as well as 

* The Company’s arrears of tribute, with country 
intereft accumulating from the 28th of February 1772 
to 28th of February 1781, by annual (not monthly) 
inftalments, will amount to 6,850,0001. fterling: a 
fum which will greatly exceed the value, or coft, of 
all their fortifications, cantonments, barracks, and mil* 
Jitary and ordnance ftores, &c. 

The arrears, or rather the claim upon the Nabob 
of Oude, would be about double the above amount, 
but are irrecoverable. 


the 
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the revenues of Illiahabad and Corah, 
ufurped and collected by the Nabob of 
Oude fince the date of the infamous 
treaty of Benaras. 

I am, &c. 


BETTER 



Europe, Asia, and Africa. 401 


"LETTER XXXVII. 


To J-M-, Efq. London, 


Calcutta, October 28, 1779. 

A PARTITION of the fovereignty of 
Hindoftan, between Great Britain 
and the Emperor, and a firm alliance be¬ 
tween thefe powers, would be attended 
with the greatefl: advantages to both, -and 
alfo with tranquillity to all the native 
princes of India. That the eftablifliment 
of fuch-a compaCt and alliance, would be 
productive of the greatefl bleliings to all 
thefe parties, will not, 1 imagine, admit of 
much difpute : but fome doubts may arife 
concerning its practicability. I fhall therefore 
endeavour to thew, that it is not impracti¬ 
cable, and alfo how it may be effected. 

Such is the diftreffed fituation of the 
unfortunate monarch of Delhi, that any 
conditions may be obtained from him 
VoLi I. D d but. 
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but, that a compact between two fovereign 
powers may be permanent, it is neceffary 
that it be juft. Let honour and genemfity 
therefore appear in the formation of a treaty 
with the Emperor, and good faith in 
maintaining it. 

By a captivating difplay of all the vir¬ 
tues, acquire the confidence of the native 
powers of India. There is not in the 
world, a race of men more grateful for 
favours than the Hindoos, or who have 
quicker feelings of right and wrong. Ope¬ 
rate on the generous fenfibility of their 
nature. It will not be difficult, by the 
exercife of humanity and juftice, to make 
them more ambitious of the friendfhip of 
Britain, than jealous of its power. 

Towards effeding the eftabliihment 
of two independent fovereignties in Hin- 
doftan, it will be neceffary to fecure the 
concurrence and co-operation of the Setts, 
Jauts, the fcattered Rohilla tribes, -and 
probably the court of Poonab. The three 

J 3 nations 
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nations mentioned, will clearly per¬ 
ceive* in the meafure propofed, their own 
intercftj and the Marattas maybe induced 
to agree to it, by rewarding the conceffions 
they may be required to mkke, by fuch 
considerations as may appear to them of 
the g'reateft importance. It may be ftipu- 
lated, that they ihali pay no tribute ; that 
all Maratta princes who have of late been, 
injurioufly deprived of their property, 
ihali be reftored to their hereditary pofief- 
fions; that the extended dominions of 
their inveterate enemy, Hyder Ally, ihali 
be retrenched, and -his power limited 
within the bounds of moderation; and 
that the prefent eftablifhment of their own 
government, ihali be folemnly ratified and 
confirmed. 

An afiociatiori of power being fecured 
in this manner, and by various other means* 
fuperior to that of all the remaining ftates 
of India, a congrefs or diet may be con¬ 
fidently afiembled, for the avowed purpofe 
D d 2 of 
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of eife&ing a revolution on the principles 
of humanity and jultice. 

Having 'thus endeavoured to render 
this plan of peace triumphant over all op- 
pofition in India, let us next confider 
whether it might not be fuccefsfully oppofecl 
by the jealoufy and envy of the commercial 
nations of Europe. 

The Dutch are not in a condition to 
thwart the meafures of Britain in India, 
by any power of their own; but they can 
co-operate with France for the fame pur- 
pofe, fo long as that ambitious Rate has 
fo convenient an ellablilhment in the In¬ 
dian feas, for carrying on deep and danger¬ 
ous intrigues, and fchemes of conquefi and 
commerce. It will therefore be neceffary 
to remove that impending danger, by the 
reduction of the iflands of Mauritius and; 
Bourbon , and by limply leizing a polfeffion 
df right in Roderigue and the Seychellijiands. 
The polfeffion of Mauritius and Bourbon, 

‘ " - . will 
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will prove an acquifition of greater utility 
than can yet' have been conceived in Bri¬ 
tain. It will open a new and extenfive 
field for vending the commodities of India 
to foreigners. It will overthrow ail other 
European eftablifhments in India; and thus 
Secure that country, hitherto fo much dif- 
tracted, from all European intrigues and 
machinations for the future. It will main¬ 
tain, without national expence, the pof- 
feflion of ifiands capable of increafing the 
national wealth, and of affording more fe¬ 
cure, more feafonable, and more plentiful 
refreshment to the Company’s navigation, 
than St. Helena, Johanna, the Cape of' 
Good' Hope, or Madagafcar. No con- 
fideration whatever fhould ever induce 
Great Britain to reftore to the French 
Pondicherry , Chandernagore , Mahe, ot Car¬ 
rie al. 

The Portiiguefe, although the Jirfi Eu¬ 
ropean traders and fettlers in Afia, and that 
they once pofieffed a moft abfolute, as Well 
D d 3 as 
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as a mo# extenfive dominion over the natiy§ 
ftates, have now no other eftablilhment 
than Goa on the coaRof Malabar; Da~ 
main, which is almoft wholly abandoned, 
in Guzzarat; and the fmall ifland of Ma¬ 
cao, at the mouth of the river df Canton 
in China. Bandelle, upon the river Houghly, 
has been long abandoned ; and the Por-r 
tuguefe, having loft their grant, have no-? 
thing to ftiew in lupport of a claim to it. 
Goa has long been a pernicious receptacle 
of criminals, idlers, and proftitutes; and 
ferves, under the cloak of religion, as a, 
fandtuary to murderers and aflaffins which 
encourages the commiffion of eyery crime 
which refentment, revenge, and eyery 
outrageous paffiop can fuggeft, to the 
motley offspring of original Portuguefe 
and Hailachores*, diverhfied by indif- 
priminate intercourfe with all the na¬ 
tions who, iince the difcovery of the 
paffage by the Cape, have yifited the coafts 

t Wretched ontcafts from every tribe or cafte in India. 

<' of 
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of Hindoftan. The colour of that gene¬ 
ration is not now to be diftinguifhed from 
that of the Parria tribe -f-; but petticoats, 
and erodes fufpended from the necks of 
the females as fignals of familiar accefs, 
guide Europeans to their embraces; 
whence fprings a fpecies of people of 
a fairer outfide, but with minds, if pof- 
fible, ftill more diabolical. 

This mixed race, from the caufes I 
have now mentioned, have fpread amaz¬ 
ingly over all the European eftablifhments, 
and are the moft treacherous, dangerous, 
and in every refped, the word people in 
India. It is impoffible to reform them by 
education, by admonition, or by example. 
They Ihould therefore receive every poffi- 
ble political difcountenance 

f The fame with the Hallachores. 

t It is remarkable, that the offspring of Europeans by 
Moorifh women, differ Very materially from the deceitable 
race I have now deferibed, both in their principles and 
patural difpofitioqs. 
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The eflabliffiment of Goa, inflead of 
yielding either public or private revenues, • 
is a dead weight upon the incumbered 
Hate of Portugal ; and if the. court of 
Lilbon were not reftrained by pride, they 
would furrender it with pleafure to any 
other power, and eiteern that deprivation no 
fmall advantage. As to Macao, it is in 
reality under Chinefe government, though 
nominally Portuguefe. It exifts by the 
occafional ufe which is made of its ports 
and warehoufes by other European, na- • 
tions: and this is owing to the diffidence 
of the Chinefe in European principles, 
and the reftraint which they corifeguently 
impofe on all European commerce*. 

The Danilh Eaft India Company having 
fold their poffeffions to the king of Den¬ 
mark, the trade to India is laid open to 
individuals^ The fettlements of 'Franque- 

* It is remarkable, that Europeans confider the Chi- 
nefe, as the moft difingenuous and perfidious people in the 
world • and that the Chinefe, in their turn, declare they 

ean place no truft in an European 

IQ ■ $>qp 
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bar on the Coromandel coaft, and of Seram- 
pore on the river Hougbly, are too' incon- 
fiderable to be regarded in the light of 
rivals to thofe of England. They would 
infenfibly diffolve and die away, if their 
trade were not carried, on as remittances 
of Britifh fortunes to Europe-. Let but 
the two independent- fovereignties here 
recommended, be eftablifhed, and the half- 
mouldered walls of Tranquebar and Seram- 
pore will, within a few years, fink down 
into rubbiihj. or become, an eafy purchafe 
for the fake of above 30,000 ufeful manu¬ 
facturers 

The Englifh, Eaft. India Company 
fhould, for many and obvious reafons, ob¬ 
tain, by all amicable means, from the 
Portugefe, their pretenfions to the Niccabar 
Jflands. 

The injuftice done to Mr. William 
Bolts, in refuting to his Britifli creditors, 
after he was declared a bankrupt in Eng- 

* Who lived in Tranquebar, or in adjacent villages. 

land. 
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land, the benefit and indulgence of the 
Company’s conftitution, that they might 
recover to their own ufes, the debts owing 
to him by natives, under pretence that 
the trade whereby the debts were con- 
traded, was contrary to the Company’s 
bye-laws *, will vindicate, on his part, the 
indulgence of a difpofition naturally vin- 
didive, while he wreaks his vengeance at 
the only period, and in the only place 
where his knowledge and genius were 
able to gain credit and confidence. Driven 
to the laft extremity of diftrefs, he was 
fupported by Britifh fubjeds in London : 
patronifed by them, he offered his fervices 
to the court of Lifbon ; but they were not 
accepted. Difappointed in his views in 
Portugal, he accidentally procured a com- 
million from the court of Vienna, to form 
commercial eftablifhments in Alia. A 
fpeculative, inventive, and perfevering ge- 

* There was a palpable impropriety in a high and 
reipeftable corporation’s defcending to Ihew perfonal re- 
fentment againft an alien, who had been forced to difmifs 
himfelf from their fervice, and had been difgraqefully re¬ 
moved from their fettlements for notorious offences. 

nips. 
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nius, like Mr. Bolts, might have fucceeded 
in the chara&er of coadjutor to M. St. 
Lubin, in his negociations for France with 
the Marrattas and Hyder Ally, and have 
formed a coalition between the German 
Emperor and the king of France, danger¬ 
ous, in the higheft degree, to the Britifh 
intereft in Hindoftan. But, as a fpecula- 
tive merchant, he muft have funk under 
accumulated Ioffes and charges, and could 
never have returned to Leghorn, Trieft, or 
^Vienna, had not fome of the principal 
members of the Company’s own govern¬ 
ment in Bombay and Madras, furnifhed 
him with the means of fending proofs of 
his abilities, and of the performance of his 
promifes, in three large fhips completely 
laden, under imperial colours, into the 
Mediterranean. With this countenance 
and affiftance, he has eredted about fix flag 
fluffs, on which imperial colours are occa- 
fionally difplayed on the coafts of Mala¬ 
bar and Coromandel; the Car-Niccabars 
claimed by Denmark, and Rio-de-la Goa, 
on the fouth-eaft coaft of Africa. The 
D d 6 affiftance 
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affiftance afforded $ 0 . Mr, Bolts, by the 
Company’s fervants, and creditable houfes 
in trade under the Company’s protedion, 
was a dired violation o£ pofitive orders 
from the Court of Diredors, which 
were publiffied in the feveral prefidencies. 
A condud fo injurious, and* even fo info- 
lent, calls aloud for cenfure. To deprive 
the delinquents of their offices, would be 
the moft mild, and at the fame time the 
fnoft effedual method of defeating the fuc- 
cefs of Mr. Bolts’s fchemes and operations, 
in Hindoftan hereafter and at the fame 
time, of rendering perfons in'the fervice, 
or under the protedion of the Eaft India 
Company, more tender ©f breaking through 
their orders, and facriiking their political 
rights, in future. 

I am, &c. 


LETTER' 
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L E T T E R XXXVIII. 

To J—M——, Eiq; London. 

Calcutta, 0 &. 23, (779. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 

T H E great number of thefe letters 
which you will receive at the fame 
time, will give you fome idea of my pre¬ 
fen t manner of life, which is fedentary,, 
and, from difappointments in my original 
objeds in coming hither, principally de¬ 
dicated to enquiries concerning this coun¬ 
try, and the fpeculations. which I tranfmit 
in fuch abundance to you. Sir, and through 
your hands to Mr. R. W. and others of 
our friends, who are much interefted in 
the affairs of India.—Probably, fome of 
my ideas may appear to my friends chi¬ 
merical. I am not infenfible that I am 
animated 
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animated by a degree of enthufiafm on the 
fubjedt of thefe letters. To be in any de¬ 
gree inftrumental in the eftablifhment of 
juftice, and all the concomitant arts and 
bleffings of peace, in this populous and 
much-injured country to open a few hints, 
which, duly improved, might lead Great 
Britain to the high eft pitch of profperity 
and glory, is a tranfporting purfuit, which 
naturally roufes and warms the mind. 
Many things are to be changed, I acknow¬ 
ledge, before the objedt of that purfuit 
can be attained: and projedied political 
changes are generally ftigmatized with the 
epithet romantic. But though fome poli¬ 
tical projedts may be romantic, all are not 
fuch. To rejedt any fcheme, on pretence 
that it is wholly vifionary, is the ordinary 
refuge of indolent minds, unwilling to 
take the trouble of examining it clofely, 
and in all its parts. 

Political have often been compared 
to natural bodies j and the analogy between 
them 
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them is very ftriking in many refpedts. 
But there is this remarkable difference, that 
a decay in the political is more eafily cured 
than a confumption in the natural body. 
If we examine modern as well as antient 
hiftory, we fhall find, that wifdom and 
found policy have in faSi effedted more 
difficult, but never more glorious revolu¬ 
tions, than it is in the power of Great 
Britain to bring about in the great penin- 
fula of Hindoftan. Have patience with 
me, my good friend, while I go on a lit¬ 
tle farther, with a plan for fettling the 
affairs of India; and in return for this in¬ 
dulgence, I promife you by and by, a feries 
of more entertaining letter?. 

Having already given a fketch of the 
plan I propofe, I come now to fill it up, 
by drawing various lines, which may ferve 
to defcribe and. limit the different rights 
and pretenfions of all the powers of Hin¬ 
doftan, whether fupreme or fubordinate. 


It 
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It is propofed then, that the revenues 
of the Hindoftan empire fhall be raifed 
from the provinces of Delhi, Agra, Aji- 
mere, &c. &c. which may be called- a 
part of the proper imperial demefne -, 
from a renewed ceffion of the province of 
Corah, and fuch parts of the Illiahabad 
province as lie weft of the river < Tonfe, or 
Serong-, and from a ceffion, on favourable 
and honourable conditions to the original 
chiefs and their defcendants of fuch parts 
of the Rohiilcund territories as are fituated 
between the Ganges and the Jumna to¬ 
gether with - fuch tributes from the other 
tributary ftates as fhall fupport and main¬ 
tain on a liberal fcale the government and 
dignity of the empire, as well by means 
of that influence which naturally attends 
fovereignty and wealth, as by the terror of 
its arms, in cafes of rebellion, or of de- 
• predation by fubordinate princes, bn each 
other. 


That 
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That the crown of Great Britain fhall 
be inverted with an independent fove- 
reignty over the provinces of Bengali 
Bahar, and Orijfa, and the zemindary oc¬ 
cupied by the Rajah Cheytjing of Gauzi- 
pore Gaunpore, Benaras, &c. with all their 
rights, properties, prerogatives, privileges, 
emoluments, immunities, and dependen¬ 
cies, with the fovereignty of the hilly pro¬ 
vince of Catac, and of all the eaft coaft of 
-the peninfula,'from the province of Mid- 
napore in Bengal, to Cape Comorin, com¬ 
prehending the northern Circars, the Car- 
natic t Hanjore, and Madura ; without in¬ 
vading the rights of nabobs, rajahs, and 
other legal pofleflors, according to their 
original tenures, as feudatories, tributaries, 
or dependents of the empire; and with¬ 
out violating religious tenets, cuftoms, or 
cartes, which are not derogatory to the 
principles of humanity and the laws of 
nature. That the crown of Great Britain 
fliall alfo receive quiet and undifturbed pof- 
feflion of all feas, and practicable bays'and 
Vol.I. " Ee inlets, 
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inlets, from Ajengo to the river Indus, ex¬ 
cept thofe already actually occupied by the 
Dutch and Portuguefe, together with the 
foveregnty of the iflands of Bombay, Salfette, 
and Caranjar, the promontory of Baffeen and 
Surat with all its original appendages.— 
That the Maratta dates and Hyder Ally, 
as well as the feveral other princes who 
poflefs the Malabar and Guzzarat coafts, 
fhall yield up to Britain all their fea-ports 
and naval armaments, never to be re-effca- 
blifhed but that it fhall be lawful to em¬ 
ploy unarmed vefiels for the benefit and 
eafe of trade. That the Britifh Sovereign 
fhall folemnly engage to keep, at all times, 
a naval eftablifhment on. the coaft, fufficient 
to proted the navigation, trade, and coafts 
of Hindoftan. And that the dates fur- 
rendering Bajfeen and Caranjar , the fea- 
ports, towns, and all the dependencies of 
Surat, fhall receive fuch an annual fubfidy, 
as fhall be deemed reafonable/ after making 
an adequate allowance for their propor¬ 
tions of the benefits to accrue from the 
naval 
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h aval eftablifhment * to be fupported by 
Britain. That for the more effe&ual and 
permanent maintenance of the navy, the; 
native princes fhall engage to' fupply the 
Britifh Government, for ever, with all the 
teak-wood which their countries produce 
more than is neceffary for their own piri-* 
vate occafions, upon paying a certain fli- 
pulated price for the fame on delivery 
thereof, upon fuch parts of the fea-beach 
as are acceffible to veffels proper for car- 
tying it off. “That in confide'ration of the 
' ceffion of Catac, and as an equivalent to 
the Nizam Or Soubah of Deccan , for re- 
Jinquifhing the claim to quit-rent front 
the five northern Circars, and for the fove- 
reignty of them thus conveyed to the 
crown of Britain, that crown fhall engage 
to pay the emperor an annual fubfidy of 

* The natural revenues belonging to the eftablilhmenE 
of Surat, when originally veiled in the Company; thofe 
of Salfette, Baffeen, Carajan, Ghoul,. Carawar, Geriah, 
Mangaloor, &c. would greatly exceed every probable elta® 
felilhment of a very refpeflable marine. 

E e 2 thirty . 
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thirty lacks of Sicca rupees: which fub- 
fidy ffiall be paid in Britiffi and India 
merchandize to the value of 20 lacks, and 
the remaining 10 lacks in the current 
money of Bengal. That the emperor ffiall 
conftitute a complete military brigade un¬ 
der a Britifh commandant, Raff and officers, 
to be continually Rationed in the Duab 
and Rohilcund: the eftablifhment of which 
ffiall not belefs than 30 lacks a year, to be 
paid by the emperor in the current coins, 
with proper allowances for differences 
in the exchange, by Tuncaws or align¬ 
ments on certain parcels of the revenues of 
thofe provinces *.—That the King of Bri¬ 
tain ffiall Ration a brigade of at lead: 
equal force in the province of Bahar , and 
the zemin dary of Gbeytfing; another in 
Bengali two under the prefidency of Ma~ 

* It .is underltood that the emperor fliall have other 
military eftablilhments proportioned to his revenues; and 
that the military eftabliihments of the other Hate* fliall be 
regulated by the general fyftem. 
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dr as, and one under that of Bombay: the 
whole to ad at all times in concert with 
thofe of the emperor, and as allies offen- 
five and defenfive, as well to repel inva- 
lions, as to preferve the peace of all Hin- 
doftan, and to fecure to each feparate date, 
the quiet and uninterrupted enjoyment of 
fuch territories and rights as £hall be afcer- 
tained by the general eftablifhment. 

That the nabob of Oude fhall be re- 
ftrided to his paternal inheritance; be ex¬ 
cluded for ever from Cheytfings country; 
and that he fhall pay a fixed annual tribute 
to the emperor.—That the original Robilla 
chiefs be reftored to the pofleffion of all 
Robilcund, as tributaries of the empire; 
but that they fhall pay quit-rents as ze¬ 
mindars, for lands lying in the Duab, while 
in every other refpedt they fhall enjoy the 
privileges and dignities of mefne lords; 
and as to the provinces lying north-eaft 
of the Ganges, and fouth-weft of the Jum- 
na ; that they fhall enjoy them, on paying 
Ee3 tribute,. 
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tribute, as feudatories of the empire.«~s, 
That the Jauts fhall acknowledge them-? 
felves feudatories, and pay a fmall annual 
tribute towards the general protection.— 
That the Seiks fhall enter into the general 
alliance, ofFenfive and defenfive, as art in¬ 
dependent ftate,—That the provinces of 
Bundlecund, thofe of Qohud, thofe of Berar, 
the foubah pf the Deccan , the kingdom of 
Myjore and its dependencies, the rajahfhips 
pf Samorine, Colajlria, Bednure , Sounda, 
Malawar *, &c. fhall be declared- fubjeCfc 
to the empire, and {hall pay tribute.— 
That the Mar at t a ftate, with all its de¬ 
pendencies, fhall hold pf the empire, and 
enter into the general alliance ? offenfive 
apd defenfive, with feparate ftipulations ^. 
—That the kingdom of T’ravancore, and 
the feveral petty ftates pn the peninfula, 

Thefe and all other rajahlhips to be reftored to theip 
jrefpeftiye lawful princes. 

t They lhall pay no tribute j but they.fhall quit claiir^ 
fij b e yond their own and fubordinate territories. 

yvhich 
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which are at prefen t free from all fuperi- 
ority, fh^.11 be declared feudatories of the 
empire.—And that every endeavour be ufed, 
to unite in the grand alliance propofed, 
the king of Candy, and the northern tribe 
of the people of the ifland of Ceylon, but 
without fubmitting them to any charge or' 
tribute : an objed probably of great future 
utility, and which, by operating on their 
defires of emancipation from the Dutch, 
government, might eafily be effeded. 

It is farther propofed. That all the ar¬ 
ticles which relate to commerce, £hall be 
digefted with peculiar attention and deli¬ 
beration.'—That the inland trade lhall be 
as free as circumftances. will permit that 
the coafting trade be laid under certain poli¬ 
tical reftridions $ that the export trade, 
not coafi:-wife, be carried on with fpecial 
clearances and paflports from the Engliili 
Company or the Britifh government.— 
That the king of Perjia and the Lama of 
Thibet, be invited to accede to a general 
E e 4 alliance 
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alliance of mutual friendlhip, and free in- 
Tercourfe of trade, with the emperor of 
Bindoftan and the king of Britain.—That 
every poffible encouragement be given to 
commercial intercourfe by the Indus, the 
Jumna , the Ganges-, and over land with 
Candahar, Cajjimere , and other parts of 
Perfia, with the Seiks, Afghans , and other 
natives inhabiting the countries lying be-* 
tween Perfia and Tibet.—That a communi¬ 
cation be opened between the interior pro¬ 
vinces, particularly Rungpore , through Na¬ 
pa!, with Tibet, for fine wool, gold, and 
horfes, in exchange for Britiflh woollens 
and the manufa&ures of India.—To efta- 
blifh a port and dock at Chattigong ,' or to 
obtain, by a fair treaty, fome fecure port, 
and alfo teak-wood, from the king of Pe¬ 
gu *.—To obtain a right, by afiignment 
from the crown of Denmark, in the Nic- 

* Teak-wood may be got in abundance, and cheap, 
from either coaft of S umatra; moft probably from the An¬ 
daman,, and certainly from the Niccabar iflands. 

cahar 
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cabar iflands, which will ferve as places 
for the accommodation of veflels, for mak¬ 
ing Ihell-lime, for furnifhing building 
timber, and for eftablilhing an ufeful 
branch of commerce in beetle-nuts, cocoa- 
nuts, ambergris, and probably fome other 
profitable commodities. 

And laftly, it is propofed. That all con- 
troverfies between the fubordinate princes 
of India, be referred for ultimate decifion, 
to the emperor of Hindoftan and the Bri- 
' tifli viceroy reprefenting the majefty of 
Great Britain ; or by a general diet to be 
held triennially, alternately at Delhi and 
Calcutta 1 and that all the contrading 
powers of Hindoftan lhall conjundly and 
feverally guarantee to each other, and en¬ 
force the ftrict and faithful obfervance and 
performance of all the articles, conditipns, 
and ftipulations literally exprefled, or 
plainly implied in the words of the grand 
treaty: fo that the meaning of what may 
appear doubtful, may be conftrued agree- 
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a bly to the fair and unconftrained princi¬ 
ples of equity, juftice, and the prefervation 
pf peace. 

I am, &c» 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIX, 

To J-— M——, Efq? Londoij, 

Calcutta, Oft, 25, 1775. 

I T is a fad of notoriety, that the Eaft- 
India Company’s .navigation is con¬ 
cluded upon principles detrimental to 
themfelves, and unferviceable to the na* 
tion; and under fo little authority or fub- 
ordination, that the command of a fhip is 
confideyed merely as a job to accommodate 
the man who purchafes the command of 
her *. The covenants of a charter-party, 

* The report of the Committee of the Houfe of Com¬ 
ptons in 1775, founded upon the dear evidence and ac r 
purate computations of Mr. Snodgrafs, the Company’*, 
furveyor of (hipping, Mr. Cole, their freight accomptant. 
Sir Richard Hotham, John Durand, Efq, and Sir Charles 
Raymond, (hew the abufes and Ioffes, and demonftrate 
.the propriety of new-modelling the Company’s navigation 
on a fyftem entirely new. Government having the means 
of information on its higheff record, the reform is within 
their knowledge, nor can it fee effeftual but by that fu- 
jperior power. 
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the orders of the Court of Directors, and 
the controlling authority veiled in the pre¬ 
sidencies abroad, have fo little authority or 
influence over mailer's of ihips (where the 
fervice or intereft of their employers in¬ 
terfere with their private emoluments) that 
they-fcarcely become an objeft of momen¬ 
tary attention. The death of feamen, and 
of the Company’s recruits; delays in 
bringing cargoes to the markets of Europe ; 
intire lofles of valuable cargoesj a total 
negledt of each other in the greatefl dif- 
trefs an improper ftowage of the Com¬ 
pany’s goods, ariiing from finifter views of 
private trade ; all thefe evils are incurred 
by the Company’s ihip-mafters, for the 
fake of procuring a market for a few groces 
of wine and porter, or for the conveniency 
of a pafienger who pays handfomely for 
aii apartment, and the ftowage of a long 
lift of packages. ■ 

If has been faid, that the Company, in- 
ftead-of chartering ihips, intend to enter- 
xo tain 
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tain a navy. 1 am fully perfuaded, that 
fuch a meafure might be fo conducted, as 
to be ufeful, in a high degree, to them- 
felves, and ftill more fo to the nation. 
The enormous magnitude of wealth and 
commerce, which the Eaft-India poffef- 
fions, trade, and navigation, promife to 
pour into Britain, muft intereft the Britiih 
legiflature fo heartily in India affairs, as 
to make them a primary object of mini- 
fterial attention. It will of courfe become 
an important political objedt, to eftabliih a 
marine for the fervice of the Eaft-India 
Company 5 which will be maintained at 
lefs than one half of the expence incurred 
by the crown, with not more than a tenth 
part of that lofs of Britifti feamen, which 
is fuftained by the prefent fyftemj and 
which, at the fame time, will have , a 
greater influence on the minds of the native 
princes, and alfo extend greater protection 
and iecurity to thofe dominions and that 
commerce, which a royal navy is now 
deftined to protedt and fuccour. Thus 
may 
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may the national expence be diminifhed, 
without a reduction of its naval power, 
or even an encreafe of the charges of the 
Eaft-India Company. If fuch a fyfrem 
fhall be adopted, whether by chance, or 
from a conviction of its utility, it will 
naturally follow, that Bombay fhall be 
made the principal dock and yard; that 
there fhall be another for fhip-building in 
Surat j and that the Company fhall have 
a repairing dock and naval yard on.the 
Thames. By fending from Britain all the 
heavy iron-work of the fhipping, cordage, 
fail-cloth*, anchors, blocks, and fhip- 
chandlery articles, the Britifh manufac¬ 
tures will be encouraged as much as they 
are at prefent. A great national benefit 
Will arife from the faving of heavy timber 
for the ufe of the royal navy, and the ge¬ 
neral fyftem will operate as a new mode 

* If it ihould be thought political/there is not a doubt 
but hemp 'may be had in abundance from the province 
of Bahar, and the Ceytfing zemindary. This would re¬ 
duce the import of that article from Raffia. 

pf 


3 
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of clear remittances to Britain, while it 
will render her lefs dependent not only on 
Sweden and Norway, but alfo on North 
America. 

. As it would be unjuft not to continue 
in pay, or to purchafe from the owners, 
thofe £hips which were built, and con- 
ftantly employed, on the faith of the 
Company’s trade flowing through the 
ufual channel of conveyance, matters muft 
be fo managed, that new fhips fhall be 
built in the Eaft only at ftated periods: 
and if the number of fhips built there, 
cannot keep pace with the calls of trade, 
and the di(charge of contract fhips in re¬ 
gular rotation, the deficiency muft be 
made up, either by fhips built in the 
Company’s dock in London, or by country 
fhips purchafed in India j a circumftance 
very unlikely, however, to happen, as it 
is almoft certain, that at Bombay and 
Surat, fix, feven, or even bight complete 
fhips may be built annually for the firft. 

term 
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term of eight years J. This period would 
complete the exiting contrads : and thus, 
before the temporary fhips built or 
bought for the Company would be out 
of their fervice, a new marine would be 
completed of the hard, incorruptible wood, 
and the ftaunch manufactures of Hin- 
doftan. This kind of wood, to which 
I now allude, is not only remarkable for 
refilling the deftrudtive effects of fea and 
land vermin, but it is even proof againfl: 
cannon-balls. Such veffels, therefore, are 
not only more fit to run from ten to fifteen 
voyages to and from Europe, than fhips 
built in that quarter of the world j but 
they alfo yield more confident fecurity 
againll the attacks of enemies. 

J After the completion of the number, it niay be pre¬ 
fumed, that one, or at moft two new Ihips annually, would 
uphold the eftabliftiment; and, befides employing the ar¬ 
tificers, and operating as a beneficial remittance, it would 
be ferving the nation effentially, that the Company fhould 
build two line of battle Ihips, and one or two frigates 
annually, at a ftated price, to be accounted for by govern¬ 
ment in the territorial claim. 


These 
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These Hiips fhould be fo conftruded in 
form and ftrength, as to be capable of 
mounting, on any emergency, from 56 to 
64 guns, of twelve, eighteen, and twenty- 
four pounders j and particular attention 
fhould be paid to thofe deftined for the 
Bengal trade, whofe draught of water mull 
necelfarily teflon their bulk. They fhould 
alfo be conftruded for the purpofe of faft- 
failing. 

As improvements of all kinds, which 
are not eafily incorporated with old, may, 
without difficulty or danger, be adopted in 
the formation of a new fyftem, the Eaft- 
India Company’s marine might be con- 
ftituted on a plan infinitely more perfed 
jjjan that of any naval eftablifhment ex~ 
ifling. For this purpofe, the Company 
fhould avail themfelves of all the genius 
and experience, both of their own and 
other countries. 

. Shoued the eftablifhment of an Eaft- 
Ipdia marine ever become an objed 

Vol. I. Ff of 
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of ferious deliberation, I fthould humbly 
fubmit to the confideration of the Com¬ 
pany, the obfervations I have already 
made in this letter, and alfo the following 
propofals. 

That feamen in the E aft-India Com¬ 
pany’s ferviee ftiall, at all times, be ex¬ 
empted from being imprefied into the 
royal navy;—that an hofpital ftiall be efta- 
bliflied in Britain, into which feamen 
maimed, or otherwife difabled in the fer¬ 
viee, ftiall find an afylum for life, and into 
which the Poplar hofpital ftiall be incor¬ 
porated y —that feamen, ferving faithfully 
for a certain number of years, ftiall,. 
if incapable of further laborious ferviee, 
be entitled to that afylum j—that one K* 
other hofpital fer difabled Lafcars, Portu- 
guefe, and marine Sepoys, be conftituted- 
on the ifland of Bombay;—-that to the end 
fuch feamen may meet with due encou¬ 
ragement on the one fide, and the Com¬ 
pany’s ferviee’ be regularly and efifedtually 
performed at a reafonable rate, in propor- 
tioa 
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tion to the advantages and fecurity which 
it .offers, on the other; parliament £hall 
indulge the Company with an exclufive 
exercife of fuch marine bye-laws as Iball 
not violate the facred principles of the 
Britifh conftitution, but which may have 
the happy tendency to reduce that ufeful 
clafs of people to a ftate of temperance, 
obedience, and duty;—that one third part 
of the complement of every fhip’s com- 
pany, ftationed in India, (hall confift of 
Lafcars and native Portuguefe; and that 
the marines ferving on board fliall be com- 
pofed of fuch fepoys as have refolution to 
overcome, without the exercife of com- 
pulfion, their native fuperftitious preju¬ 
dices * : a meafure not only falutary to the 
Europeans ferving in thofe warm climates 
on board the fame (hips, but particularly 

* An eftablilhment of a corps of fepoy marines may 
become the mod ufeful body of men in India, as they will 
at all times be equally capable of fetving oil land, and 
ready to go by fea from one prefidency to another, for de^ 
fence, or to go upon any foreign expedition ; which the 
: generality of fepoy corps will not readily do, if at all. 

F f 2 facing 
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faving to the Company’s finances, and their 
provifions ■f. 

That the mailers and officers ffiall 
wear an uniform, and have rank in- 
times of war, or on military fervice in 
India j that they ffiall rife by gradations to- 
the higheil flat ions (except that of an ad¬ 
miral, who ffiall always be an officer of 
that rank in the royal navy, and be veiled 
with the chief command of the ilationary 
naval eftabliffiment for three years, or un¬ 
til relieved) with ,a eonilant' power of 
refervation in favour of fuperior merit, and 
an exception to perfons declared- incom¬ 
petent. 

That, as the ffiip’s admeasurements are 
always a ilrong prefumptive proof of what 
their holds, &c. ought to contain, in order 
to prevent abufes, every package ffiipped, 
either in Europe or Afia, ffiall be mea- 
fured by a fworn officer ; or that packages 

f The monthly expence of a Lafcar failor in India, in- 
.eluding his provifions, will not exceed zq Ihillings. 

i ffiall 
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{hall be made of certain eftabliffied di- 
menfions, that when the lading is com¬ 
pleted, the -quantum on that officer’s 
book ffiall fitand as a cheque on the 
ffiip’s officers in flowing the cargo. 
Allowances may be made for goods that 
are not' meafurabie in packages by dated 
rules *.—That the captain and each of¬ 
ficer ffiall give in fair and correft journals 
of every voyage, defcribing the courfes, 
currents, variations of the compafs, bear¬ 
ings of head-lands, eminences, points, bays, 
&c. foundings, and fuch remarks as may 
tend to, afford additional knowledge 

* It is notorious, that fliips can carry a larger quantity 
of tons in merchandize than the carpenter’s admeafure- 
ment, and that this proportion increafes more in large 
than, in fmall veifels. Experience will prove a guide, as 
well as a cheque on the ftowage. On this principle, and 
the rule of practice, the Company’s freight may be 
brought home confiderably under 20I. per ton on an 
average, for all their, inveftments, which generally coft 
them, with demorrage, &c. above 381. per ion. Mr. 
Snodgrafs eftimates at 32I. exclufive of demorrage, and 
the demorrage may bs computed at 54,0001. annually on 
an average, equal to a fifth part of the chartered and fur- 
plus tonnage freight, which on an average of 20 years, 
from 1-753 to 1772, amounted to 291,482!, 

F f 3 


of 
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of winds, currents, Ihoals, and coaftsj 
and that perfons, properly qualified, fhall 
be appointed to revile and examine thefe 
journals, in order to extrad fuch new in¬ 
formation as they may be found to con¬ 
tain, of public utility. —That the Com¬ 
pany £ball be conftrained to bear the 
charge of two fmafl veflels, completely 
provided with navigators, aftronomers’ in- 
ftruments, and other necefifaries, for furvey- 
ing with precifion and accuracy, the coafts, 
and examining the changes and courfes of 
currents, from the Cape of Good Hope to 
China, and thence by the ifland of Seram, 
and" the Moluccas, to the fouth-weft ex¬ 
tremity of Madagafcar j—and that fuch 
ufeful improvements as the Dutch and 
French have eftablifhed in their trading 
{hips, for the more perfed accommodation 
of officers and feamen, as well as in the 
art of navigation, {hall be adopted. 

That in time of profound peace in 
Europe, the Company {hall maintain a 
navy, to confift of four Chips of the line, 
as 
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as many flout frigates, and fix fafi-failing 
armed packets, .befides three packets con- 
llantly communicating between the Cape 
of Good Hope (as the refidence of an 
agent) and St. Helena, and occafionally 
with Britain and India. 

That in cafe of a French, Dutch, or 
Spanifh war, or open hoftility, the Com¬ 
pany fhall entertain ten fhips of the line *, 
and as many capital frigates, befides the 
ordinary eftablilhment of country and St. 
Helena packets, with their proper com¬ 
plement of feamen, &c. 

In further confideration whereof, and of 
the management and ufeful provifion made 
for feamen in the Company’s fervice, that 
the government fhall relinquifh its claim 
to Greenwich hofpital money from all 
their feamen j and fhall furthermore', by 

* Thefe will ferve alfo as convoys to and from Europe, 
provided that fquadrons of the royal navy cruize for them 
off the Azores, and accompany them out as far as Ma¬ 
deira, of clear of the Bay of Bifcay. 

Ff 4 
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law, enable the Company to retain and 
deduct after the rate of five per cent, on 
all wages, rating all degrees of perfons ac¬ 
cording to the ftandard wages of able 
feamen, to accumulate as a fund, and to 
be veiled in truftees, with the powers of 
a body corporate. 

That every mariner maimed in a&ion, 
or by accident, in the-execution of duty, 
or who fhall, for feven years fucceffively, 
ferve in the Company’s marine, and al¬ 
low the five per cent, rate; or who in 
their fervice, by age or natural, infirmity, 
is rendered incapable of further fervice, 
fhall be entitled to the afylum of the 
Company’s hofpital for the remainder of 
his natural life; and that the widows' and 
children of feamen, in thefe circumftances, 
fhall be provided for 

t Widows may he ufefully employed as nurfes, &c. in 
hofpitals; children’(male) put to common fchools within the 
hofpital, until qualified to become apprentices to the fea, 
to fail-makers, caulkers, block-makers, rope-makers, 
blackfmiths, &c. afterwards they may ferve the Companyi 

That 
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That feamen thus difabled and pen¬ 
sioned, having wives or children, may,, 
at their option, withdraw with their wives 
and children, and in lieu of penfion in 
the public hofpital, receive forty Shillings 
per quarter, fending regular certificates. 

That the wages and efreds of run 
feamen, of perfons dying without known 
kindred, and generally, all marine for¬ 
feitures in the fea fervice, Shall be ap¬ 
propriated to this fund, with reafonable 
referyations to favour legal claimants. 

That the furplus or unappropriated 
monies which have arifen from the in— 
terefi of Lord Clive’s bounty. Shall be 
ceded to this fund; the concurrence of 
the prefent Lord Clive, and the releafe of 
his reyerfionary claim, being obtained. 

That a benefadion of 500 1 . to this 
hofpital. Shall intitle the donor, during 
life, to one vote in all queftions and 
eledions in the India-Houfe, as a proprie¬ 
tor 
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tor of (lock; fora benefa&ion of 1000L 
two votes, , together with an exclu- 
five privilege, in either cafe, to vote by 
proxy. 

That governors, prefidents, counfel- 
lors, and captains of capital fhips, fhall, 
on their appointments to thefe Rations, 
engage to fink certain proportional fums 
in this fund j and that agents for the fale 
of prizes in time of war, fhall account to 
the truftees for a certain proportion of their 
commiflion, to be funk into this fund. 

That as reduced feamen, although 
unfit for heavy labour on fhip-board, may 
nevertnelefs be capable of ufeful fervices 
and labour on fhore ; and as fuperannuated 
officers may find eafy retreats in fuperin- 
tending different departments in the pub¬ 
lic hofpital, there fhall be eflablifhed, 
within the precincts thereof, an academy 
for the inftrudtion of children of invalids 
and Company’s feamen, and orphans, in 
the theory and pra&ice of navigation, &c. 

and 
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and that a rope-work and fail-makers loft 
fhall be conftrudted, and block-makers, 
oakham-pickers, &c. be appointed for the 
ufe of the Company’s marine ; which 
would coniiderably lighten the charges of 
the hoipital*, 

I am, &c. &c. 


* On a loofe calculation it has been computed, that 
after a certain term, this publielpirited and chari¬ 
table inftitution would give comfortable proteftion to 
more than, one thoufand penfioners conllantly, befides 
that it would be a nurfery for youths for the fea, and 
profeffions relating thereto. 


LET TE R 
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LETTER XL. 


To J- M--, Efqj London, 


Calcutta, Oft. 29, 1779. 


T HE ifland. of Mauritius is fitu- 
ated in the 20th degree of fouth 
latitude, and 56 eaft longitude from Lon-, 
don. It is of a circular figure, mountainous 
in the centre, and flat around the coaft, con- 
taining about 100,000 English acres. The 
foil is light .w*k but unkindly, of a brick- 
colour, and in fome parts ftrongly impreg¬ 
nated with iron ore. There are fome 
large rivers, which rife at the bottom or 
in the fides of the mountains. There is 
not above one fifth part of the country un¬ 
der cultivation, the remaining four being 
pountainous or filled with woods. There 
is on this ifland fome good building tim¬ 
ber, and a great deal of yellow,.black, and 
, ; party- 



Europe, Asia, and Africa. 445 

party-coloured ebony. This laft fpecies of 
ebony is reckoned to be of value, and is 
never burnt, as the others frequently are. 
There is a fmelting manufactory for the 
iron ore, and fome powder mills. There 
are in Mauritius two or three fugar-plan- 
tations, feveral coffee-plantations, and it 
has produced very good cotton and indigo: 
it is indeed to thefe two laft-mentioned 
commodities that the foil feems belt adapt¬ 
ed. All the tropical fruits, plants, and 
roots, are raifed here; but they are neither 
fo luxuriant nor fo highly flavoured as 
thofe of Bourbon, nor fo abundant as to 
ferve the inhabitants four months in the 
year: their fupplies for about eight months 
in twelve come from Bourbon, the Cape 
of Good Hope, Batavia, anc| Europe. 

The fpiceries of Ceylon, Amboyna, and 
Banda, promife to flourifh in this ifland. 
In the parifh of Pamplemonfe, the king of 
France maintains, at a considerable expence, 
and in good condition, a fpacious botan¬ 
ical garden, divided into four parts, repre- 
fenting 
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fenting the great quarters of the earth; in 
which the trees, fhrubs, plants, flowers, 
herbs, roots, &c. of each are refpe<!lively 
planted; pieces of wood being fixed in the 
ground by each, deicribing its name, na- 
> tive country, and qualities. In this garden 
cinnamon and cloves thrive amazingly. 
All around the ifland (except fmall inlets 
oppofite to fome bays) at a tolerable dis¬ 
tance from the fhore, there is a reef of coral 
rock,- which fhelters the intermediate fpace 
of water, makes it quite fmooth and ferene, 
and prevents the formation of fuch heavy 
furges as, rolling and breaking on the fhore, 
might render landing difficult, if not im¬ 
practicable. 

The fields and woods abound with deer, 
hares, rabbits, and flying game. The inha¬ 
bitants are remarkable for their hofpitality, 
and the ladies who are natives of this 
ifland, for their beauty. 

Mauritius is the metropolis of the 
French African iflands, the chief feat of 
t government, 
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government, the emporium of commerce, 
and the afylum of exiles from France. The 
inhabitants are not fo independent in their 
circumftances, nor fo eafy in their minds as 
thofe . of Bourbon, although they affedt 
more drefs and gaiety, and have better 
houfes and furniture. Every third perfon 
you meet of a fair complexion, wears at 
his button-hole the order of St. Louis. 

As the pofition of the town of Port 
Louis, and the fortifications defending 
the entrance of the harbour, are well 
known, I ffiall not give any particular de- 
fcription of them. I cannot, however, 
but obferve, that the practice of warping 
fhips into that port, is merely a political 
ftratagem, intended to imprefs the world 
with a notion that it is of the moft difficult 
accefs. The paffage for ffiips is clear and 
eafy, and every afternoon during the 28 
days . I was there, there was a conftant 
fteady and brifk gale diredtly into the 
harbour. 
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. The ifland of Bourbon is fituated in the 
21 ft degree of fouth latitude, and 54th eaft 
longitude from London. Its figure is 
nearly circular. Perhaps there is not a 
fpot on the face of the earth fo worthy of 
the attention of naturalifts as this ifland* 
It contains three high mountains, which 
are often feen at the diftance of 
30 leagues: and are the higheft land I 
ever faw, except the Pike of Teneriffe. 
On the fummit of one of thefe mountains, 
which is in the fouth-eaft quarter of the 
ifland, there is a volcano which frequently 
emits fmoke, flames, and allies. This vol¬ 
cano exhibits an awful but beautiful prof- 
pe£t at night, when it vomits flames, and 
fills the furrounding heavens with parti¬ 
cles. of fire. Of the three mountains of 
Bourbon, this alone is .barren and unin¬ 
habited. The mountain which is reputed 
the higheft, rifes in the centre of the ifland, 
and to the northward of it appears a ridge 
of hills, called the Faldifes, one fide' of 
which, bold, abrupt, and fublime, 'forms 
a ftupendous precipice, in perpendicular 
• heighth 
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heighth two thoufand French fathoms* 
overhanging a large river, which fome- 
times glides fmoothly along, and at others 
falls in rough cafcades. In refpeft of fize* 
Bourbon is nearly equal to Mauritius. 
*The foil, which is in fome parts black* 
and in others gray, is fuperlatively fruitful* 
and improves in quality in proportion' as : 
it approaches even to the tops of emi¬ 
nences and mountains. The windward fide* 
and the quarter of St. Lufan on the eaft 
fide, are level lands watered by very fine 
rivers, particularly the great river d'Abordi 
which precipitates itfelf into a diftrid the 
moft beautiful of the whole ifland, but 
where the landing from the fea is difficult 
and full of danger; 

In the latitude of 21 degrees this ifland 
produces wheat, cabbages,' turnips, carrots* 
artichokes, peafe, beans, and garden fruits 
and roots equal in fize and flavour to any 
I ever faw in Europe. It produces alf@ 
the. fugar-cane, coffee, cottort, indigo, and 
all ,Weft India fruits, fuperior to any I ever 
Vql.L Gg * faw 
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faw in any of the American iflands. Its 
rice is not inferior to that of either Caro¬ 
lina ; and its mangoes are equal to any in 
Hindoftan. The poultry are the largeft I 
ever faw, and in every refpedt excell thofe 
of all other countries. 

The ladies of Bourbon are remarkably 
tall, and elegantly formed; their com¬ 
plexions beautifully red and white, and 
their features the mod delicate and hand- 
fome that can be imagined. In figure, 
complexion, and features, the men refem- 
ble the women, only that the former are 
more mufcular.—I dwell a little on the 
extraordinary beauty of the natives of the 
ifland of Bourbon, becaufe it is a very 
lingular circumftance, to find elegance of 
lhape, delic acy of features, and bloom of 
complexion* in the torrid zone. 

The pafturage of this ifland is not well 
adapted to the breed of Iheep, but it a- 
bounds with goats, fmall horned cattle, 
and final! hardy horfes. The inhabitants 
of 
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of Bourbon are ftill more hofpitable than 
thofe . of Mauritius. They are frank* 
chearful, arid polite with more fincerity. 
Every repaft begins with a glafs of brandy, 
and the tables are plentiful and elegant, 
being furnifihed with butcher’s meat, and 
a great variety of fowls, fi£b, and vege¬ 
tables. 

But the enjoyments of the gay and fo- 
cial inhabitants of this enchanting ifle, arc 
mixed with futferings unknown in the 
moft barren and inhofpitable countries. 
Contented and happy in the company of 
one another, they might well defpife that 
contempt in which they are held by the 
poor noblejfe of Mauritius, becaufe for- 
footh they are not, in general, of noble 
extraction: but they fuffer feverer misfor¬ 
tunes in that iron government under which 
they live ; the depredations of their rebel¬ 
lious runaway Haves, who occupy fome of 
the inacceffible mountains 5 but above all, 
G g 2 in 



TRAVELS in 


45 2 

in thofe frequent hurricanes which ravage 
their country from January to April or 
May. 

The distance from Bourbon to Mauri¬ 
tius ..is about 37 leagues, which is run 
from the latter to the former in the 
fpace of from eighteen to twenty-four 
hours: but to return to Mauritius from. 
Bourbon takes up a month, at the leaft 
fourteen days, unlefs in the hurricane fea- 
fon, when the wind is more variable. 

The Seycbell or Make iflands lie a few 
leagues north-eaft from the north end 
of Madagafcar. The French took pof- 
feffion of them lince the laft war, and 
Rationed in them a party of faldiers. 
They -were before uninhabited. They 
yield fome tropical provifions, and a great 
many turtle, with other ££bu 

In the illand of Seychcll there is a very 
lafe and commodious deep bay, with ex- 
' cellent 
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cellent anchorage, where Ihips may wood 
and water with great eafe and fafety. 

At a very fhort distance, I believe -lefs 
than a league from the ifland of Seychell , lies 
that of Prajltne. The foil of each is repre- 
fented as excellent; the land throughout is 
flat, and is faid to grow fome large timber 
proper for building. Thefe iflands are re¬ 
markable for producing the tree whicl^ 
yields a kind of cocoa-nut, reprefenting, 
in the moil ftriking manner, the figure of 
a human breech, thighs, &c. having a 
fcetid fmell from an aperture of the fun¬ 
dament, like that of human excrement. 
The Indians, ftruck with this refemblance, 
formerly fet an enormous value upon thefe 
nuts; but fince the French traders fur- 
nifhed the market with them more plen¬ 
tifully, they have loft much of their efti- , 
mation, together with their rarity. 

As thefe iflands are capable of raif- 
ing abundance of provifions, fheep, goats, 
gnd horned cattle, a fettlement might 
G g 3 t>e 
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be made on them, very convenient for 
the Englifh Eaft India Company, if this 
paffage ihould be adopted by their navi¬ 
gation at thofe feafons when the inner 
paffage between Madagafcar and the con¬ 
tinent is impracticable, 

I am» 


LETTER 
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LETTER XL I. 

To j-M-, Efq$ London. 

Calcutta, Nov. 2, 1779. 

T HE French African iflands may be 
made ufeful to the Englifh Eaft 
India Company, and the Britilh nation, in 
various refpedts, and the inhabitants at the 
fame time rendered more happy than they 
ever were, or can be, under their own go¬ 
vernment. Such of the productions .of 
thefe iflands as are proper for the India 
market, might be tranfported thither in 
return for rice, cotton, cloths of all quali¬ 
ties, wrought filks, and fome flaves. The 
ebony might be fent to the China mar¬ 
ket, India, and Europe. . The other arti¬ 
cles proper for exportation might be fent 
to the Britifh market, under the fame re- 
jftridtions and impofts that are laid on the 
G g 4 produce 
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produce of the Britilh colonies in America, 
in ihips chartered by the Eaft India Com- 
pany, or registered ip their, name, Thefe 
j(lands would fervp as places of refrefhment, 
put and home, and for Supplying (hips with 
Cattle, hogs, poultry, vegetables, roots, 
fruits, flour, and bifcuit, all of the hell, 
quality, and excellent water. 


. The ifland of Mauritius, as I have' 
hinted in a former letter, may be made a 
free port, for the fale of India goods, on 
fuch conditions as to fecure a conftant 
mart for India manufactures} to fupply 
the Company’s dominions with a fufflcient 
quantity of bullion j to raife a capital re¬ 
venue, by an impofl: to the Company; to 
procure eafy and fure remittances both to 
the Company and to individuals} to fecure 
the Englilh dominions in India againft 
French intrigues and 'invalions } and ' in 
g9neral, t© improve the wealth which Bri¬ 
tain-has a right to claim from its poffef- 
fipn§ in the ealtern hemifphere. 


But 



Europe, Asia, and Africa. 457 
But you will doubtlefs obferve, that it 
is more eafy to point out the advantages 
Great Britain might reap from the pof- 
feffion of thefe iflands, than to point out a 
mode by which that poifeffion might be 
acquired.—I am well informed that the 
inhabitants of Mauritius and Bourbon are 
by no means well affeCted to the French 
government ; and that they have the high- 
eft notions of that liberty and happinefs 
which is enjoyed under that of Britain.— 
In drder to acquire the fovereignty of the 
French African illands, it will be proper 
for Great Britain to improve this difpo- 
iition in the natiyes ; to cultivate their 
good-will and attachment, firit, by invio¬ 
lable aflurances of protecting their lives 
and properties by the freedom of a mild 
and juft political constitution ; fecondly* 
by propofing to their voluntary acceptance, 
a pian of a temperate and juft civil govern¬ 
ment} thirdly, as the French are in ge¬ 
neral averfe from drinking Strong wines, 
to promife them a fpecial indulgence of 
importing French wines, in registered 
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fhips, or thofe of the Eall India Company, 
on exprefs conditions of their paying a 
certain duty to the crown j fourthly, to 
obviate all difficulties ariling from the 
neceifary floppage of the paper currency 
now in circulation** fifthly, to give 
freedom to abfent , commonly called run¬ 
away Haves, who fhall affift in the reduc¬ 
tion, and who fhall fubmit to certain con¬ 
ditions, to remain obligatory on them and 

* It is poffible to do this, by purchafing, at a medium 
price or rate of exchange,'the paper currency for the laft 
eighteen months} by forthwith calling in the whole of 
the notes, and only receiving fuch as were in aftual cir¬ 
culation before the fiege; by iiluing others on the credit 
of the conquerors in their Head.—It will be farther ne- 
ceffary, that commiflaries be appointed by the conquerors 
and conquered, who lhall jointly afcertain the quantity 
and the value of the paper currency, which, by an article 
in the capitulation, lhall lie over till a peace. Nor mull: 
the conquerors iflue any more notes than the exadl value 
of thofe in aftual circulation before the liege, which fum 
lhall continue in circulation until a treaty of peace fhall 
determine the fate of the iflands: and then both nations 
mull flipulate to the Holders of the' notes, the honourable 
difcharge of them by payment in gold and filver coin, at 
the current prices thereof, and at the medium eftimation 
of paper currency Hip ulated in or at the time of the capi¬ 
tulation. 


their 
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their pofterity j—to pay the value of.their 
{laves to capitulant owners in the follow¬ 
ing proportions, viz. two eighths of their 
appraifed value, for fuchas {hall have been 
abfent five years, or more % three eighths 
for abfenteea, from three to five years j 
four eighths for abfentees, from one to two 
years; five eighths for abfentees, above fix 
months to twelve months ; and fix eighths 
for abfentees, from three to fix months, 
antecedent to the inveftment of the iflands 5 
—to allot diftridts of interior lands, together 
with the freedom of cultivation, to thefe 
freed people and their pofterity upon 
condition, that on their parts they ihall 
be bound, within certain limited times, 
after regular notice is conveyed to any of 
their chiefs, to apprehend and deliver up, 
all future fugitives, in confideration alfo, 
of a proper premium from the owner for 
each. 


* Thefe freed people ought to be retrained from pur- 
chafing flaves for fervice ; but they may purchafe females, 
on condition of their marrying only one wife. 

It 
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It is farther propofed, that fuch of the 
crown flaves and properties as fhall be 
thought ufelefs to remain to the public, 
fhall be fold, with a privilege to thofe who 
are fold, to chufe their matters, or to en¬ 
deavour to procure fuch as they fhall wifh 
to ferve that the produce of fuch fales 
be applied to the laft-mentioned freedoms ; 
that the deficiency fhall be paid by the 
Company, and levied by afleflments in five 
or feven years on the inhabitants, the in- 
tereft being rated on the advance, at five 
per cent, per annum. And laftly, that the 
code noir remain in force, unlefs altered by 
the general confent of the governor, coun¬ 
cil, and delegates of the people. 

In this plan for reducing the French 
iflands in thefe parts, I have omitted to 
deferibe towns, harbours, fortifications, 
bays, inlets, and roads. Thefe you will 
find particularly deferibed in the accom¬ 
panying letter to Governor Hajiings , dated 
** Town Prifon of Port Lewis, in the Ifie 
pfFrance, the 17th Nov. 1778.” 


I HAVE 
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I have hazarded an opinion, that the 
inhabitants of the French African iflands 
might be influenced, by propofing to their 
acceptance, a plan of a juft and temperate 
government: perhaps you may do me the 
honour to think the following correfpon- 
dent to this defcription. 

That the capitulants ftiall enjoy the 
privileges and immunities of the natural- 
born fubje&s of Britain; in which will be 
comprehended the free and uninterrupted 
exercife of their religious ceremonies and 
faith.—That the parochial churches ftiall 
be ufed alternately, as is the-,cafe in fome 
parts of Switzerland, for the fervice of 
Proteftants and Roman Catholics that 
there {hall be but one Proteftant and one 
Romifli clergyman to two adjoining pa¬ 
rishes, and that their ftipends Shall be 
equally aflefled and divided.—That the 
apoftolic miflionaries fhall be received 
with all poflible favour and refped, as 
being, of all the orders in the Romifli 
church, the moft pure in their morals, and 
the 
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the moft diflnterefted and fincere in their 
religious zeal. — That inheritances fhall 
defcend according to marriage contracts* 
and the coutme de P<2r£r.—-That all orders 
and honorary titles, £hall be continued to 
men of folid property. — That the neyf 
fubjeds, once taking the oaths to the 
Britifh government, and claiming under 
the capitulation, fhall not be at liberty to 
alienate their landed'properties, by Tale or 
donation, during the war, nor for the term 
of five years after the ratification of a 
definitive treaty, (if the iflands fhall then 
remain to the crown of the conquerors) 
unlefs in marriage portions to natural- 
born fubjeds of Britain, or capitulant 
fubjeds, or by legal defcent as eftates pf 
inheritance ; but, that they may let lands 
or houfes on leafe, with the eonfent of-fhe 
governor and council, upon condition that 
the lefior fhall refide at leaft three- months 
in twelve, in fbme part of the Britifh do¬ 
minions ; that the rent re'ferved be no 
more than three perfons of competent 
knowledge, one to be named by the go- 
. vernor. 
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vernor, Shall attefl upon oath ; and that 
the rent Shall be made payable either in 
the ifknd, or in fo,me place under the 
crown of England j and further, that 
the parties themfelves fhall make oath, 
that the leafe is not fraudulent, and in¬ 
tended . to defeat the conditions of the 
capitulation, and that there is not any 
conditional Sale implied.—That the iflands' 
fhall be comprehended in the Com¬ 
pany’s charter, and that they fliall en¬ 
joy fpecial privileges in them, but that 
the fovereignty fhall be veiled in the 
crown.—'That their produce fhall be trans¬ 
ported in the manner already mentioned to 
Britain, configned to the Company, de¬ 
ducting 15 per cent, from the groSs Sales, 
in lieu of freight, commiffion, warehoufe- 
rent, brokerage, and all other charges, 
except infurance and crown duties.—That 
the Company Shall furnifh them in return, 
with Such commodities from Britain, as 
may be neceffary for carrying on their plan¬ 
tations, or for their families, charging, in 
lieu of all charges and infurance. Seventeen 
3 and 
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and an half per cent.—That upon flapping 
the produce, the Company’s treafurer fhall 
furnifh, if required, calh for a ftipulated 
proportion of the whole, for bills drawn- 
by the owners on the agent appointed by 
the Company in London tb negociate thefe 
matters, and payable in four months after 
light, That the remainder of the net 
proceeds {hall be accounted for, with: the 
account Tales and account current, after 
fuch goods as are ordered in return are 
fent.—That the planters lhall be at full 
liberty to cultivate their refpeftive plan¬ 
tations to the beft poffible advantage to 
themfelves, provided that the commo¬ 
dities produced are not contrary to the 
■ flatute laws of Great Britain, for regula¬ 
ting the commerce and navigation of that 
nation. , 

. That all the iflands fhall be fubjedt to 
one governor general, there being lieu¬ 
tenant governors and diftindl couneils*Jn 
4 ach. That one third part in number of 
each council, may conftitutionally be ca- 
pitulant 
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pitulant fubjeds, profeffing the Roman 
Catholic faith;—That thefe feveral govern¬ 
ments fhall have diftind powers to enad 
laws and ordinances, for the good govern¬ 
ment and internal police ef the iflands 
refpedively, with the confent of the go¬ 
vernor general j and that fuch laws fhall 
have force fo long as they fhall not be 
difallowed by the fupreme council of 
India, or the Court of Diredors, in . all 
matters relating to trade; or by the crown,- 
in matters concerning the fundamental 
rights of perfons/ and of property.—That 
when public taxes are wanted, each di- 
vifion, or parifh* fhall nominate two dele¬ 
gates to reprefent them in a general af* 
fembly, who fhall meet twice every year 
in the metropolis of each ifland,' to affefs 
fuch taxes upon the people, as fhall be 
thought neceffary and adequate, by and 
with the confent of the council and go¬ 
vernor general.—That each parifh fhalb 
have veftries,- to fake cognizance of lelfer 
affairs, with power to a'ffefs fuch' ways and 
means as the refpedive circumftances of 
Yot. I. H h each/ 
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each, and its immediate police, may require, 
from time to time, fubjedt to the revilion 
of the governor and council. 

That free merchants, under Ipecial 
covenants, be encouraged: But that haw¬ 
kers, pedlars, and foreign itinerants *, be 
totally difeountenanced, as ruinous to the 
people in general, corruptors of Haves, 
and dangerous to the fecurity of the 
illands. 

Thus have I reduced and fettled, under 
Britilh government, the French African 
illands j a meafure which was effentially 
neceflary to the permanency of the Britilh 
fettlements, and the general tranquillity 
of Hindoftan. 

I am, &c. 

* By itinerants, is meant, a fet of French and Swifs va¬ 
grants, carrying paccodih, which they vend in the country * 
fuch as infefted the ceded illands in the Weft Indies, 
daring laft peace, very much to the difeouragement of 
fairtrade and the rttanufaftures of Britain, and againft 

tie fecurity of the illands. • » — 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLII. 

To J——■ M-, E% London. 


Calcutta, Nov. 5, 1779.' 

T HE numerous iflands known by the 
name of Niecabar , run from north 
to fouth abreaft of the weft entrance of the 
ftraits of Malacca. The mofl: foutherly 
of thefe is nearly oppofite to Acheen Head, 
on the ifland of Sumatra, which, in a fe- 
rene morning or evening, is within its view, 
and lies in about the 5^ degree of N. lati¬ 
tude. The moft northerly is fituated N. 
lat. io degrees. 

The fouthern Niecabar iflands are the 
leafl: valuable, and have not yet been claim¬ 
ed by any European power j but the 
Danes pretend to have a right in the mofl: 
northern of thefe iflands, called the Car- 
Nzccabars, and have had miffionaries upon 
H h 2 them 
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them for feveral years, but without attempt¬ 
ing to make any eftablifhment, or to derive 
from them any commercial advantage. Mr. 
Bolts , in the courfe of the current year, has 
taken poflfeflion of the largeft and bed; of 
thefe iflands, and exalted the imperial flag 
' in the name of the Emperor of Germany. 
But the Danifh government of Tranquebar, 
on the coaft of Coromandel, have protefted 
againft that ufurpation, and a correfpon- 
‘dence thereon has been carried on between 
them and Mr. Bolts. 

- In this ifland there is a commodious 
port for the entertainment of flips in all 
feafons, and there are feveral other excel¬ 
lent and fafe bays, where whole fleets may 
anchor. The moft foutherjy of all thefe 
iflands, has a large bay, where the Pintade 
lay in twenty fathom water, at the dis¬ 
tance of half a league from the fliore. 
•Upon founding, we found, that on a clear 
Tandy bottom, a jfhip could ride within a 
•cable’s length of the beach in feven fathom 
water. We entered this bay through the 
■ ■" .3 weft. 
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.weft channel, called St. George’s channel, 
between the large ifland and a leffer one 
to the northward. In this entrance there 
is a fmall ifland which fecures the bay, 
along which a fihip may pafs, within a 
piftol-fhot, in twenty fathom water. There 
is another fmall ifland' in the eaftern chan¬ 
nel, through which fhips'go out. The 
large bay, or rather the capacious bafon, 
which lies within thefe iflands, is divided 
into three .feveral bays, each of which 
affords a fafe and commodious retreat for 
veflels. Our fhip was piloted by the na¬ 
tives into the centre bay. The greateft 
difficulty we encountered in this place, 
was the want of water. The inhabitants, 
however, fhewed us two very fmall 
ffreams, iffuing from fprings at the foot of 
two hills; at the fame time telling us, 
that there were feveral fine rivulets in the 
ifland, in the bays to the-fcruth ward, and in 
the bay next to that, in which we lay, . * 

The. centre of the ifland, and the fouth-> 
eftft and fouth fides, we were told, were 
H h 3 , well 
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well inhabited. This ifland produces plan¬ 
tains, a fpecies of wild yams, coco-nuts, 
beetle-nuts, beetle-leaves, mangoes, le¬ 
mons, limes, &e. The people raife poul¬ 
try and hogs in great abundance. They 
gave me fome very fine canes, of an ap¬ 
pearance and tafte which indicated quali¬ 
ties very proper for making good fugar, 
They fold a pettiangre * load of coco-nuts, 
beetle-nuts, and beetle-leaves, for about 
a fathom of coarfb blue linen, of the value 
of rod. or J2d. The domeftic dunghill 
fowls are (mail, but fufficiently cheap, for 
we purchafed them for about the value of 
three farthings in linen, for a piece of an 
pld iron hoop, pr a large nail. Tobacco, 
pieces c f old iron, knives, fciffars, or gim- 
blets, would have purchafed any thing they 
polfeffed. For ambergris, for wild pigeons, 
for wood, for labour, &c. &c. they take in 
barter, linen, red and blue ftriped checks^, 
^d coloured handkerchiefs. 

f A (yecies of water'carriagef 

" • * • Ther$ 
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There is a kind of pigeon in this iftand, 
which I never faw, in any other country. 
It is of a deep blue colour, and has the 
feet, claws, and walk of a parrot. Its 
head, neck, body, and tail, are thofe of a 
pigeon. I conceive this bird to be a mon¬ 
grel breed of the wild pigeon and the par¬ 
rot. Thefe iflands abound with birds of 
the moft variegated and beautiful plu¬ 
mage. I was particularly ftruck with a 
moft elegant fpecies of the long-tailed 
paroquet, which is there very common. 
The coafts abound with fifties of various 
kinds, which the natives either kill with 
lances, or catch with hooks made of bones 
and ftiells. The bays in thefe parts, are 
covered to amazing depths with ftiells: 
and as in fome places the reflux' of the fea 
leaves great fpaces, at regular intervals, 
open and dry; and as the iflands all around 
the coafts are covered with wood, all 
India might be fupplied thence with fhell 
lime at a very eafy price. Good building . 
timber, and even the hardeft teak-wood, 
tnaj be procured there qn very moderate 
H h 4 terms. 
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terms. And from the wood of the lances, 
and the paddles of the boats, which X 
carefully examined, I' do not in the lead: 
hefitate to conclude, that the Niccabar 
iflands contain certain fpecies of wood of 
a very hard texture, capable of receiving 
a high polifh, and very proper for houfe- 
hold furniture. , 

The harbours and bays of the Niccabar 
iflands command, at all times, the-bay of 
Bengal and the flraighis of Malacca •, and 
are well adapted to afford to the naviga¬ 
tion into thofe feas, protection again/t 
tempeftuous feafons, and thofe unavoida¬ 
ble accidents to which it is expofed by 
contrary winds, calms, currents, and other 
pafualties. 

The canoes or boats of the inhabitants 
of the Niccabar Iflands, are-from fifteen to 
forty feet long; from - eighteen to forty- 
eight inches in widenefs - } and from about 
eighteen inches to three feet deep. Their 
conftrudtion is' uniform, both tides being 
v : - - - perfectly 
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perfectly alike in every refped. Their 
fprm is calculated for going faff, with won¬ 
derful fkill and exadnefs : and though it 
would be extravagant to affirm, that the 
Niccabarians are acquainted at all with 
mathematics, yet are their fmall veffels 
conftruded for faft-failing agreeably to 
mathematical principles. Thefe veffels 
draw to a {harp point at each end, inclin¬ 
ing upwards from the centre. Their 
prows are from three to five feet in height, 
proportioned to thedimenfions pf the boats, 
highly polilhed or carved, with a curve at 
the upper end. Both the infides and out- 
fides of thefe boats are as fmooth as glals, 
except towards the outfide gunnel, which, 
by way of ornament, is fometimes cut 
Jengthwife, into grooves, • 

It was for fome time a matter of won¬ 
der to me, how the barbarians of the Nic- 
cabar Iflands, with fo very imperfed in- 
ftruments as edged ftones, and pieces of 
hoops or old iron fpikes, could excavate 
fo large trees, and form them into neat 
canoes. 
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canoes. But I afterwards difcovered, that 
not only the more rugged and laborious 
part of the work, but alfo the polilh, is 
effected chiefly by a dextrous application 
of the power of fire; a method which is 
alfo ufed by the Caribbs of America, but 
lefs elegantly, in hollowing' their canoes 
and pettiaugres. They ufe not either iron 
or wooden nails in any carpenter’s work; 
al] junctures are performed by twigs, or 
ligaments made of the bark of trees. 

__T’itsir-cargoes are lodgedwithin the boat; 
and the whole veflel is overlaid with pieces 
of timber acrofs, about two inches in 
diameter, at the diftances .of about four 
or five inches afunder, which are tied 
dextroufly to the gunnel; except at certain 
fpades, where they are left loofe for the 
purpofe of getting at what is in the hold. 
Upon this platform fit the paddlers, fteerf- 
men, and pafiengers; here alfo they ilov? 
their more bulky goods: our flfip’s .water- 
calks were carried on fihore, and brought 
on hoard in this manner. From one fide 
pf the boat, a machine is rigged out to a 
confiderable 
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eonfiderable difianee, and lodged upon the 
water, as a balance. It is a fimple con-r 
trivance, and while it keeps the boat per-? 
feCtly fteady, does not greatly impede the 
failing. Rut if it fhould happen to break, 
loofe, pr any how to give way, the boat 
mull: inevitably pverfet. As the length 
and weight of the out-rigger, though 
formed of a light buoyant wood, renders 
any care in trimming the boat needlefs, 
people move and walk in it with as much 
freedom as they would op a ihip’s deck. 

The inhabitants of thefe illands .are 
evidently of Malayan extraction, having the 
fame features and the fame complexions, 

I never beheld better formed men. They 
are remarkably fquare, mufcular, and full 
chefted. Their limbs are proportioned 
like thofe of a Grecian or Roman Jfatue, 
only that they are fomewhat more muf¬ 
cular in the calves of the legs. Their Ma¬ 
ture runs generally from five feet fix to 
Rye feet nine inches. But with all this 
appearance of ftrength and activity, they 
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pradtife neither, and do not feem to know 
that they poffefs them,. In their deport¬ 
ment, they are the mod: ferious andfolemn 
people that I know in the world. They 
very feldom fmile, but conftantjy pre- 
ferve in their countenances a grave fe- 
renity. Although in their traffic they have 
often been defrauded by Europeans, as 
I was convinced by fome of their adtions 
and infinuations, yet they do not indicate 
a fufpicious difpofition ; and they feem 
naturally inclined to honefty in their 
dealings. Befides their native tongue, 
they fpeak a kind of lingua Franca, which 
is a mixture of the Portuguefe and Malayan 
languages. I could neyer difcover the 
nature of their religion; but I fuppofe 
it is the fame with that of the natives of 
Sumatra, a fpecies of Paganifm. They 
appear to be a deliberate, cool, fenfible 
people and as far as I had an opportunity 
of obferving, they are punctual in the per-* 
formance of their engagements,. ; 
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. An -incident happened while we were 
among .them, which difplayed at once 
their honefty and their humanity. My 
reverend companion, Mr. Y—-e, and the 
furgeon of the frigate, went on Ihore with 
two of the fhip’s mulkets to ihoot birds. 
As they were coming off in the evening 
in one of the country boats (for the Pin- 
tade had no boat) in which were a few 
water cades filled and lathed upon the 
platform, and when they were at the dis¬ 
tance of about half a milefromboth the fhip 
and the Ihore, the furgeon inconfiderately 
leaping upon one of the water calks, either 
loofed or over-poifed the balance, and in- 
ftantly the boat over-fet. Paddlers and' 
paffengers were immediately afloatin about 
fifteen fathom water. I happened at that 
very moment to be looking at the boat, and 
perceived 'the people Swimming, among 
whom I could clearly diftinguifli my honelf 
friend Mr. Y—*e. We were all in the 
utmoft diftrefs, for we had not a boat to 
feud. to their relief: but in an inftant- we 
, ... difcovered 
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Hifcovered feveral canoes, rowing ffdrii 
fhore, with unufuat fpeed towards the 
iwimmers. They took Mr. Y—e and 
theftirgeoii into one of them, and quickly 
brought them on board the Pintade, 
without either demanding of feeming to 
exped any reward for their trouble. They 
appeared happy at what they had doney 
and in the benevolent ad itfelf, to enjoy 
an ample reco.mpence for their humanity *- 
The water' calks were aifo brought on 
board. They were told, that by the over- 
fetting of the boat two mulkets were lofty 
and the furgeon’s Ihoes and filver buckles. 
The next morning a boat came along-lide,- 
with the two mulkets, fhoes, and bucklesy 
although they had often before Yolicitedy 
and offered any. thing in their polfeffionv 
for a mulket, in vain-. Thefe innocent 
people might-have kept the articles they 
found/ without even creating a lufpicion 
of their being in their poffeffion; yet they 
returned them, and were fo honourable 
jii this matter, that they irefufed to accept 
5 ■ ■ %KF 
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any comj^hfation, other than the enter* 
tainmerft they received in the Pin.tade, for 
their trouble. 

The women of thefe iflands fometimes 
row in. the boats as well as the men : But 
the men appeared to be of jealous difpo- 
fitions, fo'r they feldom allowed them to 
come into the fhip ; and when they did 
allow them, it was with reluctance, and 
in conlequence of the importunity of fe¬ 
male curiofity. It was alfo owing to the 
. pafiion of jealoufy, I fuppofe, that the 
women were very feldom vifible on fliore, 

I was furprifed to find, among the in¬ 
habitants of thefe iflands, fo many ruptured 
perfons. I was unable to form any con¬ 
jecture concerning this matter. There were 
feveral of them who had fcorbutic fymp- 
toms on their flcins: this I afcribed to the 
quantities of fifli they eat, and watery 
yams. I could never difcover the caufe, 
why they ereCt their houfes or huts upon 
polls, raifed feveral feet above the furface 
" of 
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of the earth, to which they mount with 
ladders which are removeable at pleafure, 
and which, I fupjpofe, they lodge with 
the family within the houfe at night. X 
have not learnt that there are in the Nic- 
cabar iflands, any ferocious animals which 
might render this precaution neceflary.—• 
Thus we find in the Niccaban iflands, the 
origin of columns, and their fimplefl: form, 
which the progrefs of 'tafte and of art 
has improved into the moft beautiful orna- 
_ ment within the compafs of architecture. 

I have often wondered that our Eaft- 
India Company never turned their atten¬ 
tion to thefe iflands, the pofleffion of 
which would, in fo many refpedts, con¬ 
tribute to the fecurity and advantage of 
their trade and navigation in thofe regions 
and feas. This negledt, however, will 
not appear aftonilhing, when we confider 
the fcandalous inattention of the Com¬ 
pany’s fervants to objedts of Hill greater 
moment. 

I HAVE' 
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I have not been at the Andaman iflands, 
which ife higher up in the gulph, Ad 
nearly oppofite to Pegu and the weft coaft 
of Siam. ,The inhabitants of thefe fertile 
iflands, are reprefented by Europeans in 
India, as favage, fierce, and not to be ap¬ 
proached without danger. But I have 
been well informed, that the Andamanians 
are not naturally ferocious: but, having 
been barbaroufly ufed by Europeans, as 
well as defrauded, they regard them as 
their enemies, and whenever they fee them, 
they flie from their approach and if 
purfued, they.refift. The moft outrageous 
violences having been repeatedly com¬ 
mitted by Europeans on the men of An¬ 
daman, and alfo on their families, it is 
not wonder that they have loft all con¬ 
fidence in the perpetrators of the greateft 
enormities. 

This people are of a black complexion, 
and have woolly hair. They are faid to 
have defcended from fome Caftres or ne- 
'groes who were brought' as flaves from 

I. I i the 
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the Caffrayan coaft of Africa ; but who, 
either by chance, or vigorous exertion, 
emancipated themfelves on thefe iflandsv. 
If, by fome ■ mild method, the preju¬ 
dices againft Europeans were removed 
from the minds of the inhabitants, the An¬ 
daman iflands ’ might be made commo¬ 
dious places of refrefhment upon preffing 
occafions, and might perhaps furnifh fome 
articles of trade. * 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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